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Dear Parents/Carers
Another fantastic year is coming to an end and the High School for Girls has celebrated
numerous successes academically, in sport, music and drama. The students have been
absolutely fantastic in their approach to everything that they have been asked to do. We have
celebrated several of their achievements not only in this newsletter and newsletters throughout
the year but also in emails. I hope you enjoyed reading about the students’ achievements in
Term 6.
The school drama production this year was “Daisy Pulls it Off” which was held at school. The
performances were truly outstanding and the main characters approached their roles with real
conviction. My thanks go to Mrs Gatling, Mrs James, Mrs Le Prevost, and Mrs McHenry for their
hard work in putting on the show. My congratulations go to all the cast who made such a
wonderful impression.
This year we are in a good financial position as an Academy and so we are having the following
works done in school over the summer holidays: the hall is being re-decorated and refurbished;
the Maths’ classroom floors are being re-done; one Art room is being completely refurbished
and we are creating a Sixth Form Art studio; the Lansdown site of the main building is being
redecorated and the front of the school is being re-tarmaced. We must also not forget that we
are having new boilers fitted as a result of a grant from the Education Funding Agency.
We have just finished the Feasibility Study for Fundraising and hopefully, I will be able to report
the findings to you in September. We must work on getting the new build next year. So please
watch this space. I have also spent some time on an exciting 20 year development plan for the
school. I will share this with everyone in September. These could be very exciting times for
the High School as far as the premises are concerned.
As the year comes to a close we also have to say goodbye to a number of staff. One person is
retiring while others are going onto pastures new. New staff have been appointed and I am
also delighted that we have been able to promote staff internally. Staff changes are indicated
below:
Retirements
Mrs Joanne Eroglu-Prenter
Mrs Eroglu-Prenter started her long
career in teaching in 1975 when she
became a Teacher of English in Trier,
Germany and a year later, took up a
similar role in Ankara, Turkey.
Mrs Eroglu-Prenter then worked for
the DHSS in Stroud for a number of
years. It is clear, however, from her
curriculum vitae that she has
particularly enjoyed teaching in girls’
grammar schools. First for a number
of years at Stroud High and since
September 2000, as Curriculum Director for Modern Languages at the High School for Girls.
As Curriculum Director, Mrs Eroglu-Prenter was not only the Subject Leader for German but
also has had an oversight for the teaching of all languages in the school. Without a doubt,
language teaching has truly developed under Mrs Eroglu-Prenter. Lessons are exciting,
inspirational and above all, fun. Students have frequently commented on the talents of Mrs
Page 1 of 25 - High School for Girls’ Newsletter – Issue 6 – July 2013

Eroglu-Prenter who has worked tirelessly to engage all students in her lessons. She has been
particularly creative with new ideas and has been very supportive of all the changes that have
been introduced over recent years in teaching and learning. She has approach all changes with
great enthusiasm. One of Mrs Eroglu-Prenter’s passions has been exchanges and she has
worked hard to ensure that these occur in all three languages. In fact, due to Mrs ErogluPrenter’s determination, the Göttingen exchange with Sir Thomas Rich’s has been in existence
for over 30 years. These exchanges have not only been a wonderful opportunity for students
to experience a different culture, but have also improved students’ language skills and in many
cases “friendships have developed for life”. This will be a lasting legacy that Mrs Eroglu-Prenter
spearheaded.
Mrs Eroglu-Prenter was also an important leader
when the school made a bid for Language college
status in 2003 and every year the school had to
meet the inspirational targets set in order to
retain its status. Language college status enabled
the school to support language teaching in 8 local
primary schools and also at Barnwood Park. The
school paid out of Language College money for
outreach teachers to teach Spanish, French and
German in the above schools.
This was a
wonderful opportunity for primary schools to have
highly qualified staff teaching languages.
Mrs Eroglu-Prenter has been a wonderful professional who has worked tirelessly for the
students of the school. She is also a very caring person who has always been very supportive
of her colleagues. We wish her all the best in her retirement. She will be missed!
Promotions
Mr Anton Bush
Mr Bush was appointed to the role of Curriculum Director for the Mathematics, Business and
Psychology Faculty in 2008 from Cleeve School. He has been proactive in introducing changes
within the 3 curriculum areas he has had overall responsibility for. In particular, Mr Bush has
devised, with Dr Young, an online approach to monitoring students’ attendance at lessons, their
rate of completion of work, test results etc. This has made a huge impact on students’
learning. Mr Bush has also been instrumental with the development of reporting and whole
school monitoring systems which have enabled computerised reports to develop. He has also
over the last three years written the school timetable which has been no mean feat, especially
as we do not have options blocks for Sixth Form choices. Mr Bush has been appointed as an
Assistant Head: Strategic Lead of Assessment and Director of Mathematics at Chosen Hill School
from September 2013. We wish him every success in his new role and I am sure we will hear
how he is getting on.
Mr Michael Haynes
Mr Haynes has a long association with the High School for Girls. He first started teaching at the
school in September 1995 when he became the Head of Music. He then left in August 2000 to
become a freelance piano teacher, pianist and examiner, but was re-employed in June 2005 as
Head of Music to cover maternity leave. This became a permanent job share in September
2006. Mr Haynes is not only a very able musician who enjoys performing himself but he also
enables the young people in his care to rise to the challenge of performing solos and in groups.
He is a talented teacher who inspires an interest in music. Several past student have gone to
study at Music Colleges and the Birmingham Conservatoire because Mr Haynes has inspired and
encouraged them. Mr Hayes has also been pivotal in introducing the AS Level in Performing
Arts which has been a welcome introduction into the complementary curriculum in the Sixth
Form.
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In 2010 Mr Haynes became the Team Leader for the DEAL. This bespoke High School for Girls
Year 7 curriculum has further developed under Mr Haynes’ leadership. He has been a very
effective team leader who has not only reviewed and developed the DEAL curriculum but has
also been responsible for setting up the learning passport for the skills taught through the
DEAL. Recently, Mr Haynes has been co-leading the resilience research group.
Mr Haynes has also been at the forefront of all the celebrations in the Cathedral and also in the
bi-annual school musical productions at the Picturedrome Theatre in Gloucester. The quality of
music for these events and productions has been truly outstanding. The school certainly owes
Mr Hayes a debt of gratitude for all the wonderful concerts and productions that have taken
place.
We wish to congratulate Mr Haynes on his promotion as Head of Academic Music at Kingswood
School in Bath. Our loss will be Kingwood’s gain in September.
Pastures New
Mr John Campbell
Mr Campbell first joined the High School for Girls in 2002 as Assistant Head of Languages. He
came from St Olave’s School in Orpington, Kent. In August 2005, Mr Campbell left the High
School to look after his daughters whilst his wife returned to full-time work. Since September
2006, Mr Campbell has taught either on a part-time/full-time basis within the Languages Faculty
teaching both French and German. He has also taught Japanese for a time which has become
an increasingly popular language for the Fast Track students. Mr Campbell is a highly
competent linguist whose passion for Languages is clear in everything that he does. This year,
Mr Campbell has also helped with the preparation of the Oxbridge candidates. The school is
very grateful for Mr Campbell’s flexibility over timetabling over the years and we wish him well
in his new post of languages teacher at Wycliffe College.
Mrs Sabrina Ratinaud
Mrs Ratinaud came to the High School in September 2009 from Severn Vale School as Subject
Leader for French. She has worked tirelessly as the Subject Leader to develop French teaching
within the faculty. She has brought in many new ideas which have created a sense of fun in
lessons. Due to personal reasons, Mrs Ratinaud resigned from the post in August 2012 so that
she could stay at home. The school was delighted that we could offer Mrs Ratinaud a part-time
post for the last academic year. Unfortunately, it has not been possible to do the same for the
forthcoming year. We wish Mrs Ratinaud the very best for the future.
Mrs Emanuelle Groom
Mrs Groom joined the High School for Girls in September 2008 as a Foreign Language Assistant
in the French department. She has worked very hard on producing resources for the
Languages Faculty as well as helping students with their pronunciation in French. The work
Mrs Groom has carried out has certainly improved the students’ spoken French both at GCSE
and A Level. Mrs Groom has decided to leave her position in order to pursue her work as a
translator. We wish Mrs Groom all the very best in her future career.
Miss Gemma Collier
Miss Collier joined the school in September 2012 as a Cover supervisor. During the last year
Miss Collier has developed a number of skills within lessons that have enabled her now to apply
for a PGCE in Mathematics starting in September 2013. We wish Miss Collier all the very best
as she embarks on her teacher training.
We are also very grateful for all her hard work in the Physical Education department this last
year.
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Miss Natasha Lloyd
Miss Lloyd joined the school in September 2009, as a Science Technician, with the view of
going on the following year to do her PGCE in the Sciences. She enjoyed life at the High School
so much that she has stayed until now. Miss Lloyd has decided that this is the right time for
her to do her PGCE and she has obtained a place at Gloucestershire University.
We wish Miss Lloyd every success in her training and also wish her all the best for her marriage
this summer. We hope the weather remains bright and sunny.
New appointments
I am delighted to announce the following new appointments who will be join the High School in
September.
Curriculum Director for Maths, Business & Psychology
Subject Leader for German
Teacher of German and Spanish
Teacher of Geography
Teacher of History (maternity cover)
Teacher of Music
Cover Supervisor
Science Technician
Finance Officer
Data Manager

Mrs Jane Steele
Mr Carlo Dunn
Ms Yana Georgieva
Miss Emma Hodnett
Dr Huw Clayton
Mr Anthony McNaught
Miss Sophie Hibberd
Miss Natalie Austin
Mrs Linda Boone
Mrs Patricia Lloyd

I also wish to announce the following internal appointments. Congratulations go to these staff:
Curriculum Director for Languages
Year 8 Co-ordinator (September 2013)
Year 9 Co-ordinator (September 2013)
Year 10 Co-ordinator (September 2013)
Team Leader for the DEAL
Finance Administrator
Reprographics Technician

Mr Vince Groom
Mr Richard Hood
Ms Vicki Clasper
Mrs Rachel Kittle
Ms Lucy Wilkes
Mrs Helen Di Tomaso
Mrs Karen Sysum

The years at the High School for Girls seem to pass by very quickly. In fact, I cannot believe
that this year’s Year 13 were Year 7 when I arrived. It is particularly gratifying that we have, in
no small measure, helped to develop the young people that are ready to embark on the next
stage of their lives. I look forward to celebrating, their results with them in August.
The school is going from strength to strength and I wish to thank all the staff for their hard
work, passion and commitment. Without their truly inspiration approach to the students in our
care, this would not be such a happy school. I also wish to thank all the parents/carers for
their support of the school. Furthermore, the PTA have been wonderful this year and have
given the school £20,000 for a new minibus and some gazebos. Their fundraising has been
exceptional and as a school, we are very grateful for their support.
I hope everyone has a happy and well deserved holiday.
With my best wishes,

Mrs E Sawicka
Headteacher
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Spelling Bee 2013
For the third year running, the Spelling Bee has generated much enthusiasm.
Preliminary rounds, which involve all students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10, took place during
English lessons. These were followed by competitions for each year group, and the whole
event culminated in an Inter-Year Final which was held on Thursday, 4th July.
The Year 7 Winners

The whole process takes about a month to complete, and the
success of this event very much relies on a huge team effort by
the English Department. Clearly, this event does much to raise
the profile of spelling throughout the school and this year, the
standard had noticeably improved. Members of staff were
impressed by the ability of competitors to spell tricky words such
as: ‘soliloquy’, ‘chrysanthemum’ and ‘fahrenheit’ – just to name a
few.

Year 7
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

Jessamin Radosav-McRae (7J)
Senka Ilic (7L)
Issy Selwyn (7J)
Isabelle Scannell (7H)

Year 8
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

Katie Moore (8P)
Abby Whitmore (8P)
Nadia Badat (8P)
Freya Wynne (8Y)

Year 9
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

Vivien Keenleyside (9LA)
Krisha Amlani (9LB)
Ciara Austin (9LA)
Ashleigh Hirst (9LE)

Year 10
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

Roseanna Memory (10EB)
Olivia Hull (10EB)
Hannah Naylor (10EA)
Emily Dewsall (10EA)

The Final Winners

Although the Spelling Bee can be a nerve-wracking at times, the girls
display tremendous resilience while on stage, and enjoy the spirit of
friendly competition which is fostered among the four year groups.
Once again, the girls were delighted to see Mrs. Sawicka play her
part as Chief Adjudicator in the Final.
The Year 9 Winners

In reverse order the results of the InterYear Final:
4th Place
3rd Place
2nd Place
1st Place

Olivia Hull (10EB)
Rosanna Memory (10EB)
Senka Ilic (7L)
Emily Dewsall (10EA)

Well done to all concerned and
congratulations to Emily Dewsall HSFG Spelling Champion 2013!
Mrs Boegner
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Parking
Please would parents/carers refrain
from parking on the zigzag or
yellow lines in front of the school at
any time during the day. Parking on
these
lines
endangers
both
pedestrians and cyclists.
At no time should parents/carers drive onto
the school site.

Collection of Students for
Appointments
The school operates safeguarding procedures and
takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously. Therefore, we would be extremely grateful
if parents/carers would abide by the procedures set
out for all students in the main school.
Any student, who needs to leave the school
site during the day, must be collected from
Student Services at the school by a parent or
named individual for that student. Please be
aware that we cannot make any exceptions to this
procedure for any student in Years 7-11.
Parents/carers are also requested not to park on
school grounds when collecting daughters/sons for
appointments.
Please make sure we hold up-to-date details for your
daughter/son. Please remember that only the
contacts detailed on your daughter’s/son’s
data sheet can collect them from school. You
can also email office@hsfg.org at any time with new
telephone numbers, home or email addresses.

Uniform – Main School
Can parents/carers please make sure that students
are dressed appropriately for school. Blazers must
be worn to and from school whilst hoodies of any
description are not part of school uniform.
Some students are rolling up their skirts or, at least
rolling down the waistband, and thus damaging the
zips. Skirts need to be worn properly. Skirts need
to be knee length. We have added an
ADDITIONAL STYLE OF SKIRT to our uniform list
which is only available from Trutex Gloucester. This
skirt and the existing straight skirt with a back vent
are the only 2 styles that are acceptable. Lycra,
jersey or any other material that clings to the body
will not be allowed.
May I take this opportunity to remind you that if you
need to buy your daughter a new skirt, that it is of an
appropriate length which is knee length. I would
also like to make it quite clear that the new skirt style
is an ALTERNATIVE style, new to the Trutex range,
and was readily accepted by students and there is
absolutely no compulsion to purchase one, should you
receive pressure from your daughter!

Communication with Parents/
Carers via email
We hope that you are receiving
information about school events
via our emails.
If you are not receiving these emails,
please check your spam/junk folders;
you may need to give permission for HSFG emails to
go to your inbox. Alternatively, we may not have
your correct email address or we may not have an
email address for you at all. Please send any
updated or new email addresses, together with the
name of your daughter/son, to office@hsfg.org.
If you have the emails sent to your work email
address but you are often away from the office,
perhaps it would be better to have them sent to your
home email address as well, so that you don’t miss
anything important.
Mr McShane
Deputy Head

Second-hand Uniform
Please bring any second-hand uniform into
school for our second-hand uniform sales.
We are particularly short of small sizes.
Donations should be given to the main
office. The next sale is on Thursday, 19th
September between 3.30 – 4.30 pm.
These sales raise funds for the school and also help
parents/carers. The next sale will now be in the next
academic year. Order forms are available to
download from the website (under downloads). This
form should then be handed into Student Services,
before the sale, with the appropriate amount of cash
or a cheque, in an envelope labelled with your
daughter’s name and tutor group on it if you want to
pre-order the uniform.

Take a look at our new website …
www.hsfg.org
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Well, 'it turned out nice
again' for Sports day. The
sun shone which always
makes the day feel more
exciting.
The competition
always gets underway the day
before with the 1500m race.
This was an excellent event and
Bethan Moor broke the school
record by nearly 10 seconds - I
wonder how long that record will
stand?

Sports Day 2013

Field events started in the morning and there were some solid
performances with some students really pushing hard to reach the school
records. Steph Tharme (Year 10) has been consistently throwing well in the
javelin all year and threw a really good PB on the day. Fathia Fategbe
threw well in the shot putt to win the Year 7 event. Rosie McMahon in Year
7 also put in an excellent display in the long jump.
Some of the boys and senior girls were daunted by the heights of the
hurdles in their races but were determined to do them and came through
unscathed!!
The whole school picnic followed the field events which was lovely – as
always. There was live music organised by Millie Sheppard in Year 10 and
an excellent solo performance by Daisy Houlder.
The track events got
underway with the crowd
really cheering on their
houses. There was the
boys’ sprint championships which was won this
year by Jordan Evans.
Records were tested in
the afternoon session
with Tilda Tierney missing
out on the 800m record
by .02 seconds! Daisy
Woodsford in Year 9
broke the 800m record in
style and Fathia Fategbe
and Grace Palmer both
broke the Year 7 200m
record but Fathia claims
the honour.
A huge well done to all
the House captains and
staff that managed to
make the day run so
smoothly. The final scores
were so close with only 3
points separating the top
2 teams. The overall
winners were Hartland.
Mrs King
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HSFG Student Absence Line:
01452 389983
(24 hour dedicated absence answerphone)
or email:

absence@hsfg.org
Change of Address, Telephone,
Email Details
If you move house, please remember to tell
the school your new address and any change
in your contact details. We have had a couple of
instances lately where parents/carers have not
informed us that they have moved house.
Please also tell us about any changes to contacts on
your daughter’s/son’s contact details. Distress was
caused to a student recently because details of a
deceased relative were still on their contact details.
This is very upsetting for our students and
embarrassing for our staff.
You can email new contact details to Mrs Hayward,
the Office Manager at office@hsfg.org or give a
letter to your daughter’s/son’s tutor.

Examination Results
AS/A2 results day – Thursday, 15th August 2013:
Year 13 10.00 am, Year 12 11.00 am
GCSE results day – Thursday, 22nd August 2013:
Year 11 10.00 am, Year 10 11.00 am

Phone calls from parents/ carers
We try and deal with all calls efficiently and
appropriately.
If you need to contact your daughter’s/son’s Form
Tutor, Mrs Kittle, our Student Support, or a subject
teacher, please telephone 01452 543335.
A
member of the office staff will record a brief outline
of the issue/concern and pass it on. Alternatively,
you may wish to email the details to
office@hsfg.org Of course, if you need to speak
to a member of staff urgently or in confidence, we
shall endeavour to accommodate the request as
swiftly as possible.

Payments to School
When sending in cheques for activities, please write
the student's name and form on the back of the
cheque and place it in an envelope labelled with the
student’s name and the name of the trip. Cheques
should be made payable to ‘High School for Girls’.

Reminder to Parents
Students in Years 7 - 11 CANNOT leave the school
premises without a parent/carer/adult collecting
them from Student Services and signing them out.
This person should be on our system as a contact.

What’s on in Term 1 2013/14
Monday, 2nd September

School closed for Staff Training
Sixth Form Enrolment - 1.30 pm onwards

Tuesday, 3rd September

School closed for Staff Training

Sixth Form Induction – 1.30 pm onwards
Term 1 Begins
All students arrive at 8.30 am.
This is Week 1.
Thursday, 5th September
‘Welcome to Year 13 Evening’ –
7.00 pm
Monday, 9th September
Performance Data Testing for Years 7, 10
and 12 this week
Gloucestershire Youth Players ‘Much Ado
about Nothing’ – 7.00 pm
Tuesday, 10th September
Year 12 Study Skills visit to University of
Gloucestershire
Thursday, 12th September
‘Welcome to Year 12 Evening’ – 7.00 pm
Monday, 16th September
‘Welcome to Year 10 Evening’ – 7.00 pm
Wednesday, 18th September School ends at 2.30 pm
Prize-giving at Gloucester Cathedral – 7.30
pm
Thursday, 19th September
Second-hand uniform sale – 3.30 – 4.30
pm
Friday, 20th September
Year 7 Bonding Trip
Monday, 23rd September
Year 9 French Exchange leaves for Geneva
(return 30th)
Tuesday, 24th September
Open Day for 2014 Entry
School ends at 2.30 pm Open Evening
5.15 – 8.30 pm
Wednesday, 25th September Open Afternoon for 2014 Entry –
2.00 pm
Governors’ Teaching and Learning
Committee meeting – 6.00 pm
Thursday, 26th September
Open Afternoon for 2014 Entry –
2.00 pm
Friday, 27th September
D of E Silver and Gold training weekend
(return 29th)
Monday, 30th September
‘Welcome to Year 11 Evening’ –
7.00 pm
Wednesday, 2nd October
PTA ‘Bag 2 School’ collection – 8.45 am
Photographs for Years 7, 9 & 12 – am
Governors’ Business Management
Committee meeting – 6.00 pm
Thursday, 3rd October
Year 10 Spanish Exchange leaves for
Madrid (returns 10th)
Saturday, 5th October
Year 6 Testing for 2014 Entry
Monday, 7th October
PTA AGM and Social Evening for Year 7
Parents and Form Tutors – 7.30 pm
Wednesday, 9th October
Governors’ HR and Pastoral Committee
meeting – 6.00 pm
Thursday, 10th October
Vaccinations for Year 10
Monday, 14th October
GCSE Art Exhibition in Hall this week
Wednesday, 16th October
Governors’ Communications and
Engagement Committee meeting – 6.00
pm
Friday, 18th October
Year 13 Tudor History visit to Chepstow
and Raglan
PTA Disco for Years 7 and 8 - 7.00 – 9.00
pm
Wednesday, 23rd October
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Year 12 German Exchange to Munich
leaves (returns 30th)
Thursday, 24th October
House Music
Competition
Term 1 ends at 3.30 pm
Friday, 25th October
School closed for Staff Training
Year 10 Design trip to Munich leaves
(returns 29th)
D of E Gold and Silver Assessment and
Gold practice weekends
Wednesday, 4th September

Monday, 28th October – Friday, 1st November - Autumn Break
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Summer Fun Day
A big thank you to everyone who came along to our Summer Fun Day which was a great
success, helped, of course, by the glorious weather!
Also, thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets
and to those of you who have won prizes. If you did win
a prize but were not there on the day to pick it up, please
can you collect your prize from the Main Office at school.
In total, we raised over £2,700
for the school from the Summer
Fun Day and raffle which will be
used to help fund the purchase
of a new minibus and some
outdoor gazebos.
Thank you again for all your help
and support!

AS and A2 Art and Art Textiles
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Year 12 Work Experience
Work experience is something that some people dread
and others seem to look forward to. I went from the
'dreading' end to the 'excited' stage once my week's
placement was organised. After listening to a
businesswoman, Emma Willis, deliver a presentation
about her shirt-making business, I felt that this would
be too good an opportunity to miss. I wrote an email
to ask her about having a week at the business and
she happily agreed. I spent my first two days in the
factory, which is situated in the centre of Gloucester,
here I was able to learn many aspects of different
manufacturing, the finances of the company and
business marketing.
The next two days were spent
in London on Jermyn Street within the area of Piccadilly where I was able to learn many things about the
customer service provision, how every customer is highly valued and how the shop develops the business in this
area of London. Finally, on the last day, I was back in Gloucester where I was shown how the website is
constructed and how it works to increase sales throughout the world. I thoroughly enjoyed the week in which I
was able to learn an awful lot and would recommend to anyone who is going to do work experience to find
something relevant to what they may want to do in the future so that they gain those basic skills. Alex Memory
My week at James Hopkins’ Trust
During Year 12 work experience, I visited James Hopkins Trust in Barnwood. This is a
charity that provides respite care for severely disabled and life limited children under
5 years old, both in their own homes and at the purpose built day-care centre at
Kite’s Corner. Before visiting the centre I knew little about the invaluable care that it
provides and how important it is to the families they support but I had heard from
others who had undertaken work experience there what an inspirational place it is to
visit. I am planning to study speech and language therapy at university and may work
with children in the future. I knew that James Hopkins would provide valuable
experience with children who have communication difficulties and therefore decided
that this would be a worthwhile use of my work experience week. I spent my week
with a number of different children, learning about their conditions and stimulating
their learning and development through play. Some of this time was spent in the
specialist sensory room with a variety of different lights, bubble tubes and interactive
equipment and I found it really interesting to observe the children’s enjoyment whilst
watching and playing with them. The skills I learnt over the week, particularly my
confidence in communicating with both children and adults, will be incredibly
beneficial to my future career and I know that the friendly welcome I received from
everyone at the centre was a key part of that. From discussions with the nurses, both
at the centre and in the children’s own homes, I gained a wider appreciation and
understanding of what is involved in caring for such complex, special children. I found
the most interesting part of this was the medical knowledge each nurse had about
their own “respite children” including the procedures, medication and complex
medical disorders of each child. I had not realised that each nurse would have such
an expanse of knowledge but I have seen the benefits of this in the way the nurses
care for and play with the children so as to stimulate and aid their development most
effectively. The most moving part of my week was the nurses’ attitude to the
difficulties they face in caring for the children, particularly through a child’s time in
hospital or dealing with bereavement. One of my favourite parts of the week was on
my final day when the families of the disabled children visited the centre as this
provided me with a better understanding of the lives of the children. It was also
interesting to listen to the parents interact with each other and provide support for
one another, both in matters concerning their children and everyday life. I could see
how important peer family support is. This would be an excellent work experience
placement for anybody considering a medical related career and I had a fantastic
time.
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Year 12 Work Experience
My week in the big city
When I first found out that there was an opportunity to work in the
fashion industry with a major London modelling agency called Storm
Model Management who had names like Lily Cole, Kate Moss and Cara
Delevingne on their books, I was eager to find out more about the
organisation and the opportunity of a placement there. I managed to
push and push until I had organised everything ready for me to go;
from what to wear to travelling to London and getting myself to the
Storm office on none other than Kings Rd, Chelsea.
I was initially expecting to be greeted by a flock of stunning women in
tower-tall heels all jabbering about the after-parties in Milan and was
anticipating a week similar to that of Anne Hathaway’s in the film
‘Devil Wears Prada’. My week was nothing like I expected. I was
quickly introduced to the friendly, down to earth, professional
employees in the newly refurbished office and was made comfortable
as soon as I entered. The London working culture was everywhere;
there was no mistaking the sense of vibrant professionalism. During
the week I was set to do a variety of interesting, and at times
challenging, tasks that played a good part in making sure that the
organisation ran smoothly when dealing with clients and their models.
From updating portfolios in time for castings, to delivering urgent
packages for top London models such as Miss Cara Delevingne. Each
day was new and exciting as even the top manager of the
organisation could not know for sure whether Vogue wanted Jourdan
Dunn in Paris for the week, or The Body Shop wanted Lily Cole in
Mumbai tomorrow. In fact, even if my task seemed laborious at first, it
was always made up for by my endless staring at the photographs of
all the gorgeous models around the office. At times, the models would
come into the office themselves to have a catch up or audition in a
casting session. This was rather exciting for me, as I have never seen
so many good looking or famous people in one week! I even managed
to bump into Jamie Laing (Made In Chelsea star) on Kings Road and
get a cheeky smile, but unfortunately, no autograph (a professional
attitude had to be upheld of course).
When I wasn’t keeping an eye out for the next famous face I might
see in the heart of London, I was discovering and enhancing skills
that can be used in the office environment such as inter-personal
cooperation and organising priorities. As well as these applicable
working skills, I was able to develop even more valuable aspects of a
working life, such as my own confidence whilst travelling and
navigating my way around London and budgeting my spending
money. Since living and working in London for that short amount of
time, I have more independence and confidence than ever and a
greater insight into the intensity of the fashion and modelling industry
and working life in general.
The week out of school to dive into the working world has been great
for all of us in the different industries we have explored, but I
emphasise how valuable my week has been as I have been able to
explore my own personal strengths and weaknesses in the active
business world in which I hope to be in, in the future. I put great
value on my week of work experience in London as I have been able
to show others the enjoyment you can achieve if you are determined
to grab opportunities and pursue them. The whole experience of a
living, breathing London whilst exploring the industry and meeting
the manager of Storm with her incredible entrepreneurial spirit has, in
conclusion, inspired and encouraged me to aim further in my career
choices after leaving The High School.
Camilla Clarke
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Race for Life @ High School for Girls
On Wednesday, 3rd July, the Far Field was a sea of bright pink as 80
students from across the school took part in our annual “Race at Our
Place”. All students and staff completed the 3km course raising
money for Cancer Research UK. The total raised was £1,106.44.

Intermediate Athletics
The Intermediate Athletics Team qualified for the South West Regional Final of
the English Schools Athletics Cup. This event is slightly different from a normal
athletics competition; each athlete must compete in both a track and a field
event and they score points for their time or distance achieved rather than the
position they came.
We knew we had a strong team although we were missing a couple of athletes
due to the German Exchange.
We were all very excited about
what the day would hold and had
set ourselves a target of scoring
over 300 points and beating local rivals Pate's who had also made it
to the regional final.
After a long trip down to Exeter, the event finally got going. The
1500m was the first event up: Bethan Moor recorded a great new
PB and Tilda Tierney earned great points in the event. The sprints
followed with good solid performances and Alex Quinn Savory
equalled her PB in the 300m. We finished the track events with 156
points in the bag and so were on target although we were in fourth
position.
The field event athletes worked particularly hard and special
mention goes to Hannah Gleeson who putted the shot 9.80m,
Annabel Staley who triple jumped 9.47m, Steph Tharme who threw
the javelin 24.80m and Ellen Thrall who threw the discus 23.07m. Just before the girls took to the track
again for the final event of the day - the relay - the positions were read out and to our massive surprise and
delight, we were in 1st place. We did, however, have to get the baton around safely to ensure a victory.
Ruby Gardiner shot off on first leg and made a clean change to the in-form Alex Quin Savery. The hand over to
Hannah Gleeson was way ahead of the rest of the field and by the time, Tilda Tierney got the baton we were
way out in front. Tilda's famous sprint finish bought the relay home with a 40m victory in a time of 55 seconds.
We did it! There were hugs all around and many photos on the podium. The next question was - are we
through to nationals? Well, we will have to wait and see as we need to compare our score to the rest of the
country. We finished with a massive 340 points. Well done to all girls concerned and thank you for an
entertaining sing song on the way home.
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Year 10 District Champions!

Year 8 Rounders v St Peter’s

The Year 10 rounders team won each of their 3
Round Robin matches.
Game 1; vs St Peters - 15 rounders to 3.
Game 2; vs Glos Academy - 12 rounders to 2 and a
half.
Game 3; vs Churchdown - 15 rounders to 3 and a
half.
The semi-finals, they won 12 - 3 against Kings.
In the finals, we met our only real opposition ...
Ribston Hall
They won the toss and made us bat first. We scored
13 and a half rounders.
Ribston Hall went into bat and left us the ominous
task of keeping their score under 13 and a half
We did! They only managed to score 10 rounders
and gave us the win!
A real team performance, with special mention to our
newcomers/non-regulars, Misbah Al Hassan, Becky
McAleer and Beth Barber, who all played brilliantly...
especially Becky on her debut for the school team!
Hitting excellence from Hannah Gleeson, Tilda
Tierney, Bo Midwinter, Annabel Staley and Erin
Tufnell - our Captain, leading by example.
Well done all.
Miss Clasper, PE Dept

We started off batting. We did extremely well with
everyone making very good connections with the
ball. But their fielding was well-practiced and quick.
Then we fielded, and we were quite quick and
accurate, and the end score for the 1st innings was
71/2 - 61/2 to the High School. In the second innings
our hitting was just as spectacular, and even with a
change of tactics, so was our fielding. It was a close
match and we eventually won by just half a rounder.
The final score was 111/2 to 10, a good result for our
first match.
Lauren Jones, Year 8

Congratulations to Dayna Willoughby (Year 11) and
Ellen Thrall (Year 10) who have been selected to
compete in the English Schools Athletics Finals. They
will be competing in 300m and Hammer respectively.
The event will take place at Alexandra Stadium in
Birmingham on the 4th and 5th of July. The PE Dept
wish the girls the best of luck.
If you have any old running
spikes that you do not use/have
grown out of donations would be
greatly
appreciated.
Many
thanks. PE Dept.

Term Dates 2013-2014
Term 1: Wednesday, 4th September – Thursday,
24th October 2013
Term 2: Monday, 4th November – Friday, 20th
December 2013
Term 3: Monday, 6th January – Friday, 14th
February 2014
Term 4: Monday, 24th February – Friday, 4th April
2014
Term 5: Tuesday, 22nd April – Friday, 23rd May
2014
Term 6: Monday, 2nd June – Friday, 18th July 2014

Sainsbury’s School Games
The county round of the School Games has now
come to an end. Our students have been involved
in a variety of competitions across the year and they
have performed extremely well with a number going
on to reach National and Regional finals. For each
event gold, silver and bronze medals are awarded
and a final medal table is produced, we finished XX
in the final medal table. We won the following
medals:
Junior Badminton – Gold
Senior Badminton – Silver
Table Tennis – Gold
Intermediate100m & 200m – Gold
Intermediate Hammer and Discus – Gold
Intermediate Javelin – Silver
Intermediate 800m – Gold
Junior 800m - Bronze
In addition to our students performing we also had a
number of students who applied and were
successful in becoming “Games Makers”. 11 of our
students volunteered to help at the School Games
event, our students assisted
with jobs like car parking, but
also escorting VIPs around the
various events.
Miss Leathart
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Year 9 Visit to Shri Venkateswara Hindu Temple
On Thursday 27th June, Year 9 visited the Shri Venkateswara
Hindu temple in Birmingham. On arrival, we were greeted by
Ram, who explained the history of Hinduism to us and how the
religion got its name. We then met outside the main temple and
split into our forms to look around the shrines.
My form started off not at a shrine but at a beautiful pond. It
had clear water with small fountains either side of a statue of a
hand-carved Hindu God. We walked around the pond to see the
whole statue and then moved on to looking at the actual
shrines.
As it was a normal day for the temple, Hindus were there
praying and offering in the shrines which allowed us to get a real atmosphere of what a Hindu place of worship is
like. In each shrine, there was a priest conducting rituals to the deity statues and people watching and joining in
with the rituals. After all the forms had looked round, Ram was there to explain what the priests were saying and
what the statues were - then led us into the main temple.
I think everyone was quite overwhelmed by the amazing architecture, both inside and outside. The temple was
carved completely by hand in stone, and the inside was mostly wooden and had tall pillars. The first thing that I
noticed was the deity in the middle of the temple as it was much bigger than the others, it was in a cave which
you could only be seen if you were in front of it . We walked around and got the chance to take part in Hindu
rituals, and put kumkum powder on our heads (the little red dots on the forehead). The experience of the temple
concluded with a ritual on the main deity then we left to have lunch.
Everyone was provided with rice and popadoms which were delicious just before we had our own packed lunches.

When we had all finished, we had the
chance to have henna, or if we were not
allowed, we drew Rangoli patterns. I didn’t
have henna done, but the people who did
had sheets of paper with designs they could
follow and they all looked great.
We said our final goodbyes to Ram and got
back on the coach. I really enjoyed the trip
and hope it continues each year for Year 9
because it is different from other trips and
allows us to see first-hand what we have
been learning about.

Alice Howard, Year 9
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New Head Girl, Boy and Deputies

Year 13 Prom

A big congratulations to our new Head Boy,
Alexander Memory, Head Girl, Juliet Sebastian and
deputies, Stephanie Parry and Taylor Morrisey. We
very much look forward to working with you.

On the eve of the 1st July 2013, the High School for
Girls officially invaded the illustrious Manor by the
Lake in Cheltenham. Being a working class ‘Northern
Lad’, I was admittedly slightly taken back by all the
glamour and pomp. Cocktails? Suits? Plastic
Diamonds? It was that stylish, I felt as if I had
walked onto the set of Casino Royale instead of a
prom and this is part of what made the evening so
memorable. The team behind the organisation really
did pull out all the stops:
besides the beautiful and
impressive venue there was
also a Photo booth for
entertainment. Photos were
free and there was a variety
of props supplied including a
rather gorgeous hot pink
and leopard print hat which
I approved of immensely.
Also on hand for entertainment was a disco, a licensed
bar and for dinner was a
delicious Hog Roast (Yes,
with Crackling, that pretty
much made the evening
on its own). A professional photographer also
prowled the grounds and I had to walk outside
simply to admire the scenery. Everyone really did
look superb. Although the presence of the teachers
half way through the night did admittedly dampen
the mood (just joking) it was all in all a superb night.
Afterwards the majority of those who attended
headed out into Cheltenham town.
Thank you to the Prom Team and to everyone else
involved in the organisation for a great time!
Callum Mckelvie 13DD

Sixth Form Senior Prefects

World of Work
This term, Year 8 students
have had the opportunity to
find out more about the World
of Work, by interviewing a
variety of people about their
jobs.
Students
learned
about Dentistry, the RAF,
and working for KRAFT, amongst others. Thank you
to all of those parents who willingly gave up their
time to come in 'for a grilling'! Your time was much
appreciated by the students.
Next year, we are hoping to start an optional
'Careers Corner' every Friday lunchtime for students
in Years 9-13. We will have a variety of speakers
talking about their careers, with time for Q and A
afterwards. If you would be willing to come along
to such a meeting as a speaker, please
contact Mrs Sissons (Careers Co-ordinator) via
sissonsc@hsfg.org
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`
English
Schools Athletics National
Championships
We had two individual representatives in these finals
which took place in Birmingham on the 5th and 6th
July. Dayna Willoughby in Year 11 ran in the 300m
and did fantastically well to be placed 7th in the final
with a time of 40.68. Ellen Thrall threw the hammer
and placed 12th with a throw of 36.68m.
Mrs King

GCHQ Leadership Talk

Book Week Competition Winners
Monday:
Science competitions
Zainab Rhyman 8Y
Tuesday:
History Quiz
Ellie Jackson 10QA
Geography (‘Build an island’)
Amber Karadia, Ashmitha Srirasan, Binita
Patel, Bethany Wheeler
Wednesday:
Find the Book Character
Tizzy, Kira, Abigail, Grace, Katheryn and
Margaret
Thursday:
Dress as your favourite book character:
Isobel 7L, Carys 7L, Rosanna 7L
Carmen 7H, Isobel 8Y, Grace 10QC, Claire
9LE, Sholeh 9LE, Marie 9LE, Stephanie
8X, Grace 8X, Emily 8P and Isobel 8P
Friday:
‘Name that Painting’
Fiona Quekett 9LB

Leadership cannot really be taught; it can only be
learned.' was what part of the Sixth Form were left
thinking after last week's Leadership and
Management talk conducted by a previous director of
GCHQ, Ann Baradell-Black. Mrs Baradell-Black came
in especially to speak to any students with positions
of responsibility within the school such as Senior
Prefects, House Officers and the Head Girl, Boy and
Deputy Head Girls to encourage them to think about
the principles of leadership. The students had the
opportunity to consider about their strategy for
leadership, whether they would take a "Darth
Vader"(forceful and, in some ways, aggressive) or
"Yoda"(calm and collected) approach to leadership.
The students discussed in groups what they would
consider as success within their role and how they
would want to achieve it by the end of the year. The
students were introduced to the concept of a SWOT
analysis which gives people affecting change a
chance to consider the different aspects of that
certain change by looking
at strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats.
Finally the students were
left to consider the legacy
they would leave leave
upon the school when
they all leave at the end
of Year 13 in June 2014
after a year in their roles
of responsibility.
Mrs Slatter

Please come to the LRC to claim your prize if you
have not already done so!

UCAS
On Year 12s return, many societies have been up
and running in preparation for UCAS:
Potential medical students in Year 12 have learned of
the standards demanded of medical school entry
from speakers visiting from the University of Bristol
and the University of Cardiff. During these talks,
students were made aware of the rigorous process
and how a very strong academic profile and work
experience are valuable in gaining a place at
university to study Medicine. Students have also met
with a surgeon and G.P. to gain an insight into the
working world of the medical profession.
The Education Society that meets on a Tuesday
lunchtime have also been learning of the demands of
the teaching profession. Mr M Husbands who is
starting at Newman University, Birmingham as a
PGCE tutor gave students an insight into the
application process. Students have also been given
help with their UCAS personal statements as well as
a visit from an ex HSFG student, Jonathan Mowday,
who is currently studying for a BA in Primary
Teaching.
Guest speakers from Nottingham and Bristol
universities as well as a current student have come in
to speak to our veterinary society.
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Mrs Rogers

Performing Arts
The final step in completing our AS Level Performing
Arts was finally here and we were all set and ready
for our Unit 3 task - performing to a commission. We
had decided to use our musical, dance, singing and
acting skills combined in the form of a 'Teaching
Piece' to perform to our target audience of a Year 1
class from a local primary school in Kingsholm. It was
an absolute pleasure to invite the children to be our
audience and it made the experience a whole lot
more enjoyable. They were a delightful bunch, and,
thankfully, very well behaved!

As a team, we worked well together in supporting
each other and getting rid of the nerves that
occurred during the preparations for the final
performance. The final preparations were more for
the set design and we all knew our lines as well as
we hoped! Then, when the audience entered... show
time!
The response from the children during and after the
performance was inspiring and the feedback from the
teachers including our very own Mr McShane, was
very encouraging. In our eyes, the performance was
a success and as a group, we were over the moon
with how the final stage of our AS Level went.
After long and exhausting rehearsals, we were
relieved that it
had gone so
well.
Overall, it was
a
challenging
and exhausting
but extremely
valuable
experience that
filled us all with
a sense of pride
and
achievement.
The show must
go on..!
Camilla
Clarke,
Year 12

Year 7 History and Geography trip to
Chepstow Castle and Beechenhurst
On Wednesday, 3rd July, the whole of Year 7 went on
a History and Geography trip to Chepstow Castle and
The Forest of Dean. In the morning we went to
Chepstow Castle. There were three different groups
and each one was shown around by a different
History teacher and was told about the history of the
castle. Chepstow Castle is right on the border
between England and Wales in Monmouthshire, and
running beneath the castle is the River Wye. The
castle was built by the Norman Lord William
Fitzosbern in 1067. We completed a worksheet,
about the castle. We sketched parts of the castle
such as the gatehouse and walls and we were also
allowed to explore on our own. After our trip to
Chepstow Castle, we have been given a project in
pairs to produce a display of how to attack and
defend a castle and what it was like to live in one.

When we finished at Chepstow, we then drove to
Beechenhurst in the Forest of Dean. We ate our
lunch and then the year was divided into two
different groups. The group I was in set off on the
sculpture trail. The first
sculpture was “The Giant’s
Chair” which was massive! It
was made out of tree trunks
and created by Magdalena
Jetelova. We then sketched
the landscape. We had a
discussion about the impact of
humans on the environment
and whether it was positive or
negative. We had two more
activities: the first being an
environmental
survey
of
Beechenhurst Lodge and the
Woodland area. The second
activity was the challenge of identifying six different
types of trees listed to find out what makes up a
woodland ecosystem. We explored the woodland
looking for each tree, taking a photo and collecting a
leaf from each tree and a soil sample. We were then
driven back to school in time for the end of the day.
The trip was so much fun and we all learnt so much.
It was amazing! Thank you to all the History and
Geography staff who organised it. Grace Palmer
7K
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What better way of learning a language and
cultural understanding than to visit a foreign
country?
That’s what our students did this year! A survey of HSFG students who took
part in exchanges during this academic year has provided some interesting
findings.
A total of 59 students enjoyed experiencing diverse cultures during visits to
Madrid, Geneva, Göttingen and Munich. Many teachers say that language skills
improved by a grade as a result of an exchange. The students seemed to agree
saying that the trips helped them ‘learn complex vocabulary’ through different
activities which led directly to an improvement in their language skills.

Of course there were challenges such as the long journeys, early mornings or a 3-hour Munich
detour (due to Barack Obama being in Munich causing half the city to shut down), however, the
students enjoyed many activities with their exchange students while out and about.
When considering a future career which might require a language, students said that exchanges
inspired them to explore in depth those languages as well as being able to develop their inter-cultural
perspective. This also permitted the current Year 12 students to think whether languages were worth
including in their degree choices for university. This could include doing purely a language, adding in
a language as an extra subject or doing a sandwich year in a foreign country to expand their
multilingual abilities.
Overall, the exchanges have been a great success with most students saying they would consider
another similar opportunity in the future. Student suggestions for future exchanges include Canada,
America and Italy but whether these trips may be possible we'll just have to wait and see.
Alex Memory, Year 12

Hillfield Gardens Sculpture Competition
Towards the beginning of the year, a competition was set up to design a sculpture
for Hillfield Gardens. This public land is used every day as a cut through between
London Road and Denmark Road and so a plan was set up to revamp this area to
turn it into a beautiful gardens that people of all ages can enjoy. This opportunity
to design a sculpture was given to the High School for Girls and was open to the
whole school, but it focused on Year 9 in particular. Everyone in the year had to
design a sculpture as part of an art project, so there were a lot of possibilities to
choose from.
To begin, we studied many sculptures, including Barbara Hepworth and Henry
Moore, to explore different styles of sculpting. This gave us great inspiration to
create our own designs. We then experimented and practised our skills in drawing
figures and circular objects and came up with some possible designs. Once we had
chosen our favourite, we drew it up with annotations detailing our ideal sizes and
materials and submitted it to the judges.
I found out I had won the competition in February and was shocked,
but very happy! A few weeks later, I met up with the friends of Hillfield
Gardens and the wood sculptor, Andy O’Neil, with Holly Evans. Holly
won second place in the competition and her sculpture was also made
for the garden. We discussed what we could do with our designs and
the aspects we had to change to make them possible to carve.
The official opening of the garden was in June when the garden was
completely finished. I was very proud to see my sculpture and it looked
exactly how I imagined it. It was great to see people enjoying the
garden and my sculpture, and the garden looks beautiful. It was an
honour to have my design chosen and it was a great experience to be
interviewed and be in the newspaper. It has also taught me to go for
opportunities as you never know when you’ll be successful!
Emily Read
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German Exchange
The German Exchange started at 2:45 in the morning,
with everyone getting onto a coach tired, but excited,
for the trip. When we arrived in Germany, we were sent
away with our families for a whole weekend into the
unknown! On Saturday night, most attended the school
musical which lasted 4½ hours and was really
impressive. We got to meet the mayor of Göttingen on
Monday and explore the town on a town trail. Tuesday
was the big trip to Berlin! There, we had a tour, which
focused on the effect of World War 2 on the city; many,
however, were more excited to see if they could spot
Obama who was in Berlin on the same day as us!
Travelling to and from by the high speed ICE train and
and on the U-bahn was lots of fun for everyone. Wednesday wasn’t a very enjoyable day, as we had to walk
up a hill in the heat of 38°C to see a watchtower where the East and West were once divided, with everyone
sweating and getting sunburnt. The next day was a little cooler, and we went to Hannover with our exchange
partners to see the zoo and the city. Everyone enjoyed seeing the
animals and getting free time to explore the city. Friday was our last
full day in Germany; the week had gone so fast for everyone. We went
to school with our partners, despite them only having two lessons. In
the evening we had a BBQ and played odd games that the German
parents had thought up, before going back and packing our things for
our departure early the next morning. The exchange was such a great
experience where we learnt about culture and the language, as well as
coming away with memories we can keep forever.
Emerald Dilworth, Year 10
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District Rounders Champions

Talent Inspiration Programme –
Sainsbury’s School Games 2013

Year 8 Champions

The Talent Inspiration Programme has been
designed to give 150 aspiring young athletes from
across the country the opportunity of a lifetime.
Hannah Gleeson has been selected as one of the
150 athletes. She will now go to Sheffield for
three days in September where she will attend
workshops, attend practical sessions and also
observe the finals of the 2013 School Games.
The course is designed to help aspiring athletes
understand the demands of high level sport
performance and be inspired to compete to the
best of their ability. During her time in Sheffield,
Hannah will be keeping a diary so that she can
tell us about her experience in the next
newsletter.

This summer the girls have played a number of
rounders matches, winning the vast majority of them.
In the recent District Tournaments, the teams
performed really well and the results were as follows:
Year
Year
Year
Year

10 - Champions
9 - Runners-up
8 - Champions
7 – 3rd Place

Aegon Tennis Schools Year 8 & 10
Competition 2013
This year, we have entered two Year 10 teams into
Division 1 and Division 2 of the county round of the
competition as well as a Year 8 Division 2 team.
Division 2 is a friendly league designed to give players
more experience of playing tennis whereas Division 1
culminates in a National Final. All teams involved in
both divisions have played very well and all have made
good progress this summer. The Year 10 Division one
team have been very successful and have yet to lose a
game. They have beaten Cheltenham Ladies’ College,
Stroud High School and St Peter’s High School. As a
result of winning the county round, the Year 10 team
now progress to regional knock outs in September.

Charity Fundraising
I am delighted to report that, once again, the
students have been involved in a wide variety of
activities to raise funds for 20 charities during the
course of the year and have raised the grand total of
£10,277.17.
The main charities that the students have raised
money for in 2012-13 have been:
£2,926.82
£2,128.50
£1,084.09
£1,036.79
£999.28 –
£536.38 –
£487.62 –
£349.86 –
£131.73 –

– Rapid UK
– Maggie’s Cancer Caring Centres
– Red Nose Day
– The Jennifer Trust
Winston’s Wish
Macmillan Cancer Support
Little Hearts Matter
Oxfam
Al Khair Foundation

Other smaller amounts of below
£100 have been raised for other
charities.
We are very proud of this
achievement and would like to
thank everybody who has
organised an event.
Mrs Dallow
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LRC News
The LRC Book Week in June was our big event of
the term.
With the help of suggestions and
resources from the various subject areas, we
organised lunchtime quizzes and activities. Many
thanks to all who helped and got students
participating!
The teaching and support staff were all very
enthusiastic about joining our book character badge
competition – staff wore a badge with the name of
a book character and the students were tasked with
“collecting” as many characters as possible. Extra
marks were awarded for naming, not only the book
title and author, but also the name of the staff
members, so it was a great way to learn some more
about “who’s who” around School.
Next year we’d love to have many more students
taking part in all of these activities!

The visit from local author, K J Wignall, was a
resounding success and we thank the English
Department for supporting this event. Mr Wignall
did a great job of entertaining and informing the
Year 10 English classes about his rationale behind
the idea of vampires as expressed in his Mercian
Trilogy, ran a “compose the worst opening line to a
book” writing exercise, answered many questions,
signed books and was most impressed with one of
the students, Amy, who had sketched out the talk
he had given! He also awarded an “author’s
choice” commendation for one of the winners of the
“dress as a book character” parade. Thank you also
to the teachers and support staff who were
such good sports and dressed as book characters
for the day. We were pleased to donate the nonuniform day money to Winston’s Wish. A list of
competition prize winners is on our notice board
and books are to be awarded to those students at a
forthcoming assembly.
Year 9 students were encouraged to try new types
of reading material in our reading challenge during
English lessons – looking at various genres of
fiction, such as adventure, fantasy, historical and
comedy, to see what attracts or repels them about
book covers, blurbs and opening paragraphs. We
were surprised by how many students said they

were not great readers, but many of those did
borrow a couple of books from us on the day. We
certainly need to work on our outreach to those
students next year. It was rewarding to talk with
students about their favourite books and to hear
them discussing between themselves what they did
– or did not – enjoy reading.
Our Carnegie Shadowing Group reached the
end of their reading assignments, discussed their
favourites (‘Wonder’, by RJ Palacio and
Midwinterblood by Marcus Sedgwick) and waited for
the results – the Carnegie committee disagreed and
chose ‘Maggot Moon’, by Sally Gardner, instead!
Both are fascinating reads and we have copies to
borrow over the summer. Thank you to the group
for turning up faithfully each week.
We are running a Summer Reading Reviews
activity over the holidays – students can review a
book – fiction or non-fiction - for our Recommended
Reads notice board – any book, any genre, any
format, any medium. We’d like to encourage the
students to take their full complement of books out
for the holidays and keep reading!
Please
encourage your daughter or son to participate –
there will be prizes for the most creative and the
most informative (without spoiling the ending!)
reviews.
Finally, thank you to our wonderful LRC Prefects
over the past year: Sarah Shields, Juliet Sebastian,
Emma Knight, Syedia Rahman, Kathryn Lodge and
Ellie Davies. We wish them well in Year 13. We
look forward to applications from our new Year 12s
in the Autumn Term!
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‘Daisy Pulls it Off’
The High School for Girls’ interpretation of ‘Daisy
Pulls it Off’ by Denise Deegan, set in 1920’s Britain
took place at school last week. ‘Daisy Pulls It Off’
is a comedy about life in a 1920’s girls' boarding
school. The original production opened at the
Nuffield Theatre, Southampton in 1983 and later
at the Gielgud Theatre in the West End with
Alexandra Mathie starring as Daisy.
Some of the main characters were played by
Eleanor Migliaccio, Freya Ferguson, Georgina
Smellie, Elizabeth Williams, Isobel Green and Lydia
Crabb. Below and right are some photographs of
the cast during the production.
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Textiles - Year 11 Final Exam pieces
Ruby Carter

Lucy Hopkins

Emily Barnard

Azraa Kadodia, Year 10

Anastasiya Belova

Sophie Withers

Sophie Withers

District Athletics
The High School went once again to defend their title as district champions in athletics. The team was full of
experience in the inter-age group and some complete novices in the junior and minor age groups. The team as
always pulled together and cheered each other on.
We dominated the track competition, with a particularly notable performance by Tilda Tierney who ran and won
both the 1500m and 800m, threw the javelin and finished in the relay. Iloni Kingston-Smith smashed her PB in
the triple jump by jumping well over 9m. Izzy Webster stepped in at the last minute in the inter girls 800m and
managed to win her race. Hannah Gleeson, Stephanie Tharme and Annabel Staley also gained valuable points
for the inter team.
The junior team was led by Alex Quinn-Savory who ran a fantastic 300m beating several Year 10s on time.
Daisy Woodsford, Bethan Moor and Ruby Gardiner had the middle distance covered and Emma Folkard and
Emily Beales sprinted their way to great points for the team. Beth Watters and Lauren Jones threw well in their
respective events.
The minors only compete in track events and worked steadily as a team to keep the points ticking over. Holly
James and Annabel Brooks ran well in the distance events and Rosie McMahon dominated the 800m.
Well done to all girls who competed, all their efforts went towards an overall win for the High School.
Mrs King
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Year 7 Visit to Mathemagic at Techniquest
On 21st June, Year 7 visited Techniquest in Cardiff to
participate in this summer’s Mathamagic event.

I enjoyed Techniquest a lot as there were many
interesting puzzles to solve. Most were interactive and
with some, you had to work it out mentally. I really
liked the Maths marquee as we could score points for
our school and we could make 3-D models.
I really enjoyed the Maths marquee. There were lots of
puzzles to work out and puzzle games you could play
with a friend. My favourite was the ‘Tower of Hanoi’. I
learnt how to work out how many moves you need to
do compared to how many discs.
You can have a fun time and enjoy Maths even if it is
not your favourite subject.

Techniquest’s mission is to engage people with science
and to motivate them to learn more and also address
science-related areas such as maths, engineering and
technology. Mathamagic is a unique experience in
practical mathematics designed to support and enrich
the curriculum. It contains a large number of hands-on
activities that explore the areas of number, shape,
space and measurement.
On arrival, students had time to look round the Science
exhibition where they could ‘experience’ Science first
hand. School staff and Techniquest staff were available
to discuss and explain the exhibits. Students spent just
under an hour in the Maths marquee hands-on puzzle
area where there were many activities involving
symmetry, tessellation, sequences, operations and
logic puzzles and games. They also attended a
Mathamagic presentation in the Science Theatre,
mostly involving ‘tricks’ which were then explained
using the mathematics of probability, algebra, binary
numbers and topology. There was no lack of
volunteers to help with the tricks.
Students from 7K wrote the following about the trip.
Techniquest was a very interesting museum. I enjoyed
the hands-on activities such as the static globe, the
mini hot air balloon and the shadow activities. It was a
great choice for a Maths and Science trip.

I really enjoyed the problem solving puzzles at
Techniquest. The Pythagoras Pyramids were good fun
and the Mathamagic show taught us ‘magic’ with
Maths involved.
I learnt loads of things that I didn’t know before.
Mathamagic was fun because they did all these
different tricks and got us to come down and join in
during the show.
It was good to do more ‘hands-on’ Maths because we
learnt more about it and the best ways to solve a
puzzle.

Page 24 of 25 - High School for Girls’ Newsletter – Issue 6 – July 2013

Forest Folk at Westonbirt Arboretum
Tuesday, 30 July to Thursday, 1 August
Discover mysterious creatures lurking in the depths
of Westonbirt and create your own woodland goblin,
in a fun, family Forest Folk activity, at The National
Arboretum this summer.
The learning team will be challenging visitors to look
closely around The National Arboretum and discover
the mysterious characters lurking in and around the
600 acres of trees, before taking inspiration from
the surroundings and creating their very own
woodland goblin out of natural ‘stuff’.
Sure to go down a treat with fans of ‘The Lord of
the Rings’, ‘Harry Potter’ and ‘Dungeons and
Dragons’ alike, this event will give children the
chance to let their imaginations run wild and get
creative – and messy – in the fresh country air.
Times: From 10.30 am. Admission: Normal
admission charges apply, while children go free to
Westonbirt from Saturday, 20th July to Sunday, 1st
September 2013. Telephone: (01666) 880220.
th

st

Musical Theatre Summer School at
The Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham
Two fun weeks of exploring some of our best loved
contemporary musicals. You will have the
opportunity to sing, dance and act in extracts from
‘We Will Rock You’, ‘Let It Be’, ‘Shrek’, ‘Mamma Mia’
and ‘Matilda’. In week one, you will get the chance
to learn from some of the industry’s professionals,
then in week two you will join forces with
Cheltenham’s own Peter Gills’ Rock school band
who will accompany you in rehearsals and play live
for your performance on the Everyman Theatre’s
main stage on 30th August for family and friends.
There is also an opportunity to gain a bronze, silver
or gold arts award, which is a recognised
qualification which assesses both arts-related and
transferable skills. This course is designed to build
on existing talent and nurture confidence to bring
out the best in young people both on and off stage.
It will encourage creativity, as well as effective
communication, planning and teamwork skills and
ensure a great deal of fun is had by all!
Week 1: 19th – 23rd August Week 2: 27th – 30th
August.
Performance:
Friday
30th
August
Tickets for the performance are free.
Cost: £200. Tickets for the performance are free.
Box office: 01242 572573

Mosaic Creatures Workshop Wonder
in Gloucester
Tuesday, 30th July
Gloucester City Museum is offering local residents
the chance to drop in to design and create a face
using ancient mosaic laying techniques, during a
two-hour workshop.
Times: From 11:00 am and 2:00 pm. Admission:
Normal admission charges apply. Telephone:
(01452) 396131.

Marvellous Maths, Super Statistics
and Fabulous Figures Crafty Corner
Saturday, 3rd to Friday, 9th August
Visitors to the Gloucester City and Folk Museums
this summer can explore the wonderful world of
numbers, statistics and figures through their
collections.
Times: From 11:00 am.
Admission: Normal
admission charges apply. Telephone: (01452)
396131.

Summer of Sports Crafty Corner
Saturday, 10th to Friday, 16th August
County sportsmen and women will be racing down
to Gloucester City and Folk Museums this August to
celebrate a range of summer sports.
Times: From 11:00 am.
Admission: Normal
admission charges apply.
Telephone: (01452)
396131.

Tudor Fun Day at Sudeley Castle
The
terrible
royal
Tudors come to life
with a real Henry VIII
and his merry wives.
Enjoy
archery,
a
falconry display, minstrels and circus skills
in this special
day
for children.
There is also an interactive nature trail and an
adventure playground with a fort complete with zip
wire, slide and towers.
Time: 10:30am-4:30pm.
Tickets: Included in the general ticket price. Family
ticket is £35 (2 adults and 3 children).

High School for Girls

Denmark Road, Gloucester GL1 3JN
Tel: 01452 543335 Fax: 01452 549862
Email: office@hsfg.org
Website: www.hsfg.org
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