High School News
Issue 3: March 2012

Each year, the weeks between Christmas and Easter seem to fly by more quickly. Students have
once again started to prepare for modules in Year 10, GCSE exams in Year 11 and AS and A2
examinations in the Sixth Form. The Easter holidays are an excellent time to focus on revision so
that the few weeks at the start of Term 5 can be used to check on things that students have
found difficult.
This term has been filled with memorable experiences which are mentioned in this newsletter.
Students have done exceptionally well in many sporting events, and in team and individual
competitions. My congratulations go to everyone who has taken part in any of the competitions,
as it is the taking part that really matters. Of course, it is always a crowning glory if one wins.
Two days ago, we had the Leavers’ Concert and it was a truly excellent occasion whereby
students from the whole school supported the Sixth Formers in their performances. There were
several solo performances by Year 13 students which were very impressive.
On Saturday, 17th March the Former Students’ Association held their AGM and lunch. It was
wonderful to welcome back Miss Miles, a former Headmistress of the High School. The whole
event was supported by the Head Girl, Head Boy and their deputies. Students from Year 11 and
13 gave fantastic drama performances at the event. Gabrielle Parker and Sophie Brown
performed a part of ‘Be My Baby’, a play about a young pregnant girl in the 1960s, which was
very well executed whilst Jessica Porter movingly portrayed ‘Juliet’ in her performance of
‘Wherefore art thou, Romeo?’. If there are any former students who are reading this newsletter
and if they are not a member of the Former Students’ Association then they should consider
joining as we are trying to establish contacts with former students so that we can develop a
database of professions in which people have been working. It would be great to build a strong
alumni group for a school that has so many traditions.
This is the time of the year that I have to say goodbye to the Head Girl, Hannah Carrie, Head
Boy, Henry Robins, and the two Deputy Head Girls – Alanna Collier-Cromwell and Emily Martin.
The team has worked particularly well together has been inspirational in its development of the
new School Parliament. This has been a resounding success in the school and has involved
many students from all year groups. I have been amazed by the sheer enthusiasm shown in
each ministry for developing various aspects of the school. Student Voice has certainly flourished
under their leadership. Personally, I am very grateful for everything that they have done for the
school and I owe them a great depth of gratitude.
I am pleased to announce the Head Girl, Head Boy and the two Deputies for the academic year
2012-13. They will take up their posts on 16th April 2012 (at the start of Term 5).
Head Girl: Helen Tatlow
Head Boy: Eberechi Ukandu
Deputy Head Girls: Grace Gowell and Cara Valente
I am looking forward to working with what promises to be another strong team.
Easter is a magical time of the year, as Spring really does come into its own. I hope the weather
continues to be as brilliant as it has been over the last week. I wish all the staff, students,
parents/carers and governors a well earned rest over the holidays and a Happy Easter.
With best wishes,

Mrs E M Sawicka
Headteacher
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What’s on in Term 5 …
Monday, 16th April

Tuesday, 24th April

Wednesday, 2nd May
Monday, 7th May
Monday, 14th May

Term 5 begins
This is Week 1.
Summer uniform may
be worn from today.
Consultation Evening for
Year 10 Parents/Carers and
Students – 5.00 – 7.00 pm
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

Bank Holiday

Provisional date for start
of GCSE, AS and A2 exams
PTA Committee Meeting –
7.30 pm
th
Wednesday, 16 May Consultation Evening for
Year 8 Parents only – 5.00
– 7.00 pm
st
Monday, 21 May
Second-hand uniform sale
– 3.30 – 4.30 pm
Year 6 Welcome Evening –
7.00 pm
th
Thursday, 24 May
Song and Dance Evening –
7.00 pm
st
Friday, 1 June
Term 5 ends at 3.30 pm

Monday, 4th June – Friday, 8th June – Early
Summer Break

Do you live in the Swindon,
Cricklade or Cirencester area?
Denwell Mini Coaches are looking at providing a
service for students from the Swindon, Cricklade
and Cirencester areas into the High School for Girls
from September 2012. Please contact Chris at
Denwell on 01452 863377 or via their website www.denwell.co.uk

Payments to School
When sending in cheques for activities, please write
the student's name and form on the back of the
cheque and place in an envelope labelled with the
student’s name and the name of the trip. Cheques
should be made payable to High School for Girls.

Parking
Please would parents/carers
refrain from parking on the
zigzag or yellow lines in front of
the school at any time during
the day. Parking on these lines
endangers both pedestrians
and cyclists.

Communication with Parents/
Carers via email
We hope that you are continuing to
receive information about school
events via our emails.
If you are not receiving these
emails, please check your spam/
junk folders; you may need to give
permission for HSFG emails to go to your inbox.
Alternatively, we may not have your correct email
address, or we may not have an email address for
you at all. Please send any updated or new email
addresses, together with the name of your
daughter/son, to office@hsfg.org
Please keep an eye open early next term for a survey
we would like you to complete on-line. We are keen
to gauge your views and hope this will be a relatively
quick and easy way for us to collect your opinions.
Mr McShane, Deputy Head

Term Dates for Students – 2012/13
Term 1: Wednesday, 5th September – Thursday,
18th October 2012
Term 2: Monday, 29th October – Thursday, 20th
December
Term 3: Monday, 7th January – Friday, 8th February
2013
Term 4: Monday, 18th February – Friday, 22nd March
Term 5: Monday, 8th April – Friday, 24th May
Term 6: Monday, 3rd June – Friday, 19th July

Collection of Students for
Appointments
The school operates safeguarding procedures and
takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously.
Therefore, we would be extremely
grateful if parents/carers would abide by the
procedures set out for all students in the main
school. All students must be collected from school
from Student Services by a parent or named
individual for that young person if the student
needs to leave the school site during the day.
Please be aware that we cannot make any
exceptions to this procedure for any student in
Years 7-11.

HSFG Student Absence Line:

01452 389983

(24 hour dedicated absence answerphone)
or email:

absence@hsfg.org
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Gloucester Rugby Club –
‘Community Connection’
Scheme
Please remember that you can buy tickets through the
ticket office at GRFC with a 10% discount if you book
them using the school name and its unique reference
number. For each ticket purchased the school receives
10% of the ticket price. This is a fantastic opportunity
to raise further funds for the school in addition to
enjoying a match day at Kingsholm. Tickets will be
available through school and will be advertised to
students in registers and on the notice boards outside
the PE Office.
Tickets can also be booked by
individuals through the GRFC Ticket Office.
If you would like to book your match day tickets as an
individual or family group using this scheme, you will
need to quote the following: Cash back scheme.
Reference Number: 11054437. High School for Girls.
You will need to go to the ticket office to purchase your
ticket.

Doctor and Dental Appointments
A reminder to all parents/carers that routine
doctor and dental appointments for students
should be made outside of school time.
Hospital and orthodontist appointments can occur in
school time. A leave of absence form, which can be
found on the website under downloads, must be
completed. This, and the appointment letter, must be
handed to the Headteacher, via the main office, as
soon as the appointment is received.

Advance Warning - Results
A Levels Results – Thursday, 16th August 2012
GCSE Results – Thursday, 23rd August 2012

Interview Practice
We are hoping to set up a database of adults who
would be willing to provide both general and/or
specific interview practice for our students in Years
11, 12 and 13. It would greatly benefit our students in
their preparation for employment, work experience or
university interviews.
If you feel this is something you could offer, please
send an e-mail to Mrs Booker (bookerl@hsfg.org)
stating:
 Name and contact details.
 Relationship to any student in the school
 Your current job
 Any other useful information
or key area of expertise.

Drama Workshop
Review of the ‘Consequences’ Drama Workshop on 8th March with students from The
Milestone School and the High School for Girls

On Thursday, 8th March, a group of 10 Year 9
students went on a ‘Consequences’ drama workshop
trip with the Milestone School. When we arrived, we
greeted the other students and we took part in a
game to learn everybody’s names. After, we did some
bonding activities we got to mix with other students
our age with different learning abilities from us.
We then participated in various games that taught us
about the consequences of our actions. These
activities catered for everybody and included Zip,
Zap, Bop, a heads and tails race and other
communication games. Everybody was really friendly
and we got a chance to know them better in the
break.
After these warm up games, we did some mask work.
We invented a character called Gio, who we could all
relate to. Then the leader, Colin, made a silent,
masked role play about him, and we all interviewed
Gio to help relate to his feelings and story. This was
really interesting as we all got a chance to voice our
opinions and questions and listen to others.
Finally, we were put into small groups and given half
masks. We had to create a freeze frame of an event
with a consequence. It was really fun and we got a
chance to meet some lovely people. It was a great
day and we learnt a lot. We all hope we will be able
to participate in a similar activity again as it was a
unique and enjoyable experience.
By Alice Kennedy and Robyn Griffin 9QD

Mrs C Sissons (Careers
Co-ordinator)
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Learning Resource Centre NEWS
The term has flown by
with the highlight, for
the library, being World
Book Day on 1st March.
Students
congregated
in the library at lunch
time dressed as their
favourite book characters.
The winners, as chosen
Hungry Caterpillar
by the Big, Bad Wolf
(aka Mr Colvin) were
The Cat in the Hat (Marie in 8G), Nanny McPhee (aka Georgie in 7X) and
a group of St Trinians students in Year 8 headed by Vivien. There were
some worthy runners up including The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Dobby
the house-elf and other assorted Harry Potter characters!
During the preceding week, the library had hosted a Scholastic Book
Fair. As a result of the books purchased by students, we earned over
£200 in commission to purchase books to add to the library shelves so
thank you to all of the students who contributed.
Another thank you to students and staff, who brought in the Nestle box
tops. Again, this means new books for the library.
Mrs Brazier, Librarian

Members of staff joining
in the fun
St Trinians

Cat in the Hat

Harry Potter & Ron Weasley

Nanny McPhee

For 2 nights only!
Don’t forget to put Thursday, 12th
and Friday, 13th July in your
calendar.
Keep a look out for ticket information.
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Year 9 & Year 10
Biology Challenge
Between 5th - 23rd March, 41
Year 9 and Year 10 students
took part in the Biology
Challenge competition. This is an
online national competition run
by the same organisation as the
British Biology Olympiad. As
described on their website, the aim of the Biology
Challenge is:
1. To encourage an interest in Biology beyond the
school curriculum and stimulate curiosity in the
natural world.
2. To involve as many students as possible in a
challenging and interesting Biology competition.
3. To act as a junior version of the British Biology
Olympiad, raising its profile and encouraging
participation.
Many students performed very well in the challenge,
reflecting their excellent knowledge and understanding, as well as their commitment to the subject.
Participating students will be awarded certificates in
various categories (including Gold, Silver, Bronze,
Highly Commended and Commend) depending on
their overall score. The Biology department would
like to congratulate all students who took part and
gave up their lunchtimes to complete the papers. I
would also like to thank personally the members of
the department who also gave up their lunchtimes to
supervise the competition.
Mr Scott, Subject Leader for Biology

Below is an account of the Biology Challenge,
as described by two participating Year 10
students:
In March, Year 9 and Year 10 students were given
the chance to participate in the Biology Challenge. It
consisted of two 30 minute online papers, each out
of 70 marks. By taking part in this challenge, we
have gained lots of knowledge about Biology and
tested our existing knowledge about the subject. For
example, did you know that the Woolly Bear
Caterpillar (Pyrrharctia isabella) spends up to 14
years as a caterpillar, before pupating and changing
into a Tiger Moth? It then only lives for a few days
after emerging as a moth! It was also very enjoyable
to participate in and, if you have the opportunity to
take part next year, we would recommend that you
do.
Madison Keane and Alannah Keogh, 10NA

Fundraising at the High School
On 6th March, following
an assembly on the
de-generative neurone
disease
Multiple
Sclerosis, 13YY held a
highly successful cake
sale to raise money for
the MS Society.
In total, approximately £50
was raised for this very
worthwhile cause, which we
hope will go towards funding
support for sufferers. Thank
you to anyone who bought
cakes to support us in this!
13YY

Reminder to Parents
Students in Years 7 - 11 CANNOT leave the school
premises without a parent/carer/adult picking them
up from Student Services. This person should be
on our system as a contact.

Second-hand Uniform
Please bring any second-hand uniform in for the
next sale which is on Monday, 21st May from
3.30 to 4.30 pm in the Hall. Please donate
surplus/outgrown uniform to the school to keep
the system going.

Gloucester Rugby Club Visit
On Friday, 2nd March the
GCSE, AS Level and A Level
PE
students
visited
Gloucester Rugby Club at
Kingsholm.
On our visit we were
shown a timeline of the
club and were able to find
out the history. It was interesting to see the old
pictures and be shown around. We also had the
opportunity to visit the ‘home’ and ‘away’
changing rooms and the ice baths, and we were
given a talk about the rugby players’ routines
and diets. It was great to get an insight into the
players’ lifestyles. The group also learnt about
the financial side of the club including
sponsorships, advertising and expenditure.
The trip was a great opportunity and the whole
group found it beneficial and interesting.
Ella Hancock and Megan Stuart
Year 12
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European Classes at Alden Biesen, Belgium
The misleading name may sound
like a module in a Politics degree
or a social integration project, but
in fact, was one of the best weeks
of our lives. A project set up to
bring teenagers together from
different parts of Europe and
practise their language skills
required the four different schools
to propose, debate and vote on a
new European law in a simulation
of the European Council of
Ministers. The days that followed
were
wonderful,
engaging,
hilarious,
exhilarating
and
ultimately inspiring.
After 13 hours of travelling, we
arrived at the Alden Biesen Castle
and gave a presentation about
our school and our country.
Having misplaced the original, the
challenge of coming up with a
brand new presentation in less
than an hour quickly familiarised
the team with the organised
chaos that defined European
Classes.
We finished the evening tasting
the national delicacies of each
country in the cellar bar,
introducing
us
to
Belgian
chocolate mousse and Austrian
ham while the other schools
discovered Jaffa Cakes!
Over the next few days, each
school introduced their proposals: the Austrians proposed
imposing age-specific curfews and
new regulations for alcohol consumption; the Belgians proposed
the legislation of gay marriage;
the Dutch proposed a standardised European school system;
and
Britain
proposed
the
legalisation of prostitution in the
EU. These controversial topics
provoked some heated debates in
our mixed nationality discussion
groups and a lot was learnt
about one another’s cultures
and beliefs as well as being an
excellent opportunity to practise
foreign languages.
Aside from the politics, we were
taken on some excellent day
trips including the beautiful, but

freezing Maastricht in The
Netherlands, Aachen in
Germany, with its striking
cathedral and charming
cafes, marvellous architecture in Leuven and the
European Parliament in
Brussels with its many
lovely chocolate shops!
The hard work of evening
proposal developments and
strategy meetings were counteracted with lots of well earned
socialising in the cellar bar each
night as well as art workshops and
some sports at the local leisure
centre.
Friday was the final climax of the
European Classes as we gathered
for the European Council role-play

we had been working towards.
The dress code was formal and
everybody looked ready
for
business in their smart suits. What
followed was four hours of lively
debate,
last-minute
lobbying,
some
unexpected
humorous
moments and an exciting taste of
political power.
Half our group represented the UK
whilst half represented France and
as each group took on their
country’s persona there were
some interesting results and
unexpected surprises. In the
end, it was a close call, with
Britain only missing 2 of the
135 votes needed to pass
the law, but the result
seemed insignificant after
the exhilarating experience
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves regardless.
With the politics concluded,

everybody let their hair down at a
farewell party in the cellar bar,
complete with a DJ and plenty of
Euro pop tunes to keep us dancing
into the early morning.
Overall, the trip opened our eyes to
new horizons and gave us valuable
experiences we could not have
imagined at the start of the week.
Debating complex aspects of legislation and researching the
countries we represented in
order to portray realistic
responses allowed us to grasp
the difficulties of working in
politics. In addition to the
educational
benefits,
the
intensive working week gave
us a glimpse of the kind of
careers that we might pursue
in the future. ‘Les classes
Européennes’ were not only
educational: the trip, has inspired
us to explore further the countries
we
have
visited
and
new
friendships have been made that
we will carry forward with us in life.
It was a privilege to be involved in
this brilliant scheme from which we
have
gained
such
valuable
knowledge, skills and experiences.
We will remember it forever.
Laura Scott, Kathryn Barnes
and Alanna Collier-Cromwell
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Year 7 Coventry Cathedral Visit
On 21st February, Year 7
went on a trip to Coventry
Cathedral for a Religious
Studies trip, based on the
module of symbolism.
The old Cathedral was
bombed on 14th November
in World War II by a nighttime bombing raid. The top
of the tower survived but
as the Cathedral had a flat
roof it did not. The
morning
after
the
bombing, two beams were
found to have fallen
overnight into the sign of a
cross. The people of
Coventry saw this as a sign
of hope. The cross is now
in the cathedral and is
called the charred cross.
During our visit, we got to
see a variety of modern
art. We got to see statues and stained glass windows which were of exquisite quality, and were very
beautiful. The baptistery window was especially beautiful. There was no obvious image, and yet when the
sun shone through it, the colours were unbelievable, those of a rainbow, and more. The statues were expertly
crafted, and a favourite seemed to be the statue of Jesus' head, made out of the mangled metal of a car,
which had crashed. In this accident, somebody died. As a memorial, this statue was created in the shape of
Jesus' head, with the crown of thorns atop it. When we were looking around, we also saw the statue of
forgiveness and reconciliation in the old cathedral. This was given to Coventry after the bombing as a sign
that Germany wanted to make amends for what it had done. Japan also has one of these statues and there
are only two or three in the world.
It was a trip to remember. I think that Coventry Cathedral was a very worthwhile trip and I would go again
as we thoroughly enjoyed our day.
Isobel Burrows and Isabelle Hewson-Barsellotti

News from the Dining Room
After Easter, we will be having a new summer
menu to reflect the warmer weather. This will
mean more salads in the vending machine and
more cold desserts and lighter main meals.
We will also have ice creams and fruit smoothies
to keep all the students refreshed.
Please be aware that if there are exams in the
Gym, there will be times when students will be
unable to use the drinks vendor. Drinks will be
on sale in the Dining Room. Unfortunately, most
of our special days for this term fall on a weekend
or on a day that is not suitable so we thought we
would have a special day for the Year 6 taster day
and we would be pink pirates!
All the Catering Staff wish
everyone a Happy Easter. We
hope you will come and enjoy
our new summer menu.

District Netball
This year all District Netball Tournaments were hosted at
the High School. We were treated to some fantastic
weather for all four tournaments. The tournaments were
well attended by local schools and it was great to see so
many students participating. The Year 7 team played very
well together, beating St Peters in the semi-final, only to
lose an excellent game to Ribston in the final, finishing as
runners-up. The Year 8 and 9 teams played some
excellent netball with our Year 8 A team meeting our Year
8 B team in the semi-final which proved to be a very close
game. Both teams beat Ribston in their finals to become
District Champions. The U16 Tournament was a great
competition. We entered a Year 10 and a Year 11 team
with both teams playing excellent netball. The final saw
these two teams battle it out to become champions. In a
very close and skilful game the Year 11 team just edged
the victory. It has also been great to see so many
parents and carers supporting the High School teams.
Miss Leathart
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Weekend Expedition

Teambuilding

They survived!
On the 10th and 11th of March, 17 students and 2
members of staff from the High School for Girls,
undertook a challenging and exciting training
weekend aimed to prepare them for the more
serious and responsible 4 week expedition to
Thailand and Laos in July and August 2012.
During the expedition, the girls will be independently
dealing with complex tasks, working as a team and
helping out people in the rural villages in Laos.

shelter up the hill as he acted out his broken
ankle, very realistically and dramatically.
On the whole, the training weekend was a great
opportunity for the girls to show their skills and
abilities, to learn new skills and to allocate the
team roles. The training pointed out the areas
that needed improvement, helped the girls bond,
perform better and resolve any conflicts.
Cooking up a treat

Which way up?

These two days included a range of activities that
the girls were very happy to take part in, although
some of them involved a lot of sweat and hard work.
To begin with, the girls met their World Challenge
leaders, who introduced the safety precautions that
should be observed when travelling in less
developed countries such as Laos and Thailand.
These included using a water purification system,
maintaining the team’s health and hygiene, trekking
safety and general precautions that must be
followed whilst living in the jungle.
The girls were given a chance to learn how to cross
the river and practise the use of specific equipment
such as group shelters and fire alarms. The
challengers practised cooking together on a Trangia
cooker for 21 people and making a toilet in the
wilderness. These activities influenced the girls to
change their attitudes towards the importance of
taking care of their team members and improved
their performance as a team. All the girls even had
a go at carrying their school leader in a rolled group

The weekend also helped the girls to develop
leadership skills and realise the reality and
difficulties that they will have to face in Laos and
Thailand. In spite of all the difficulties, it lifted
their spirits even more!
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Saving Mr Yip!

British Biology Olympiad
In February and March of this year,
Bethany Godley took part in the
British Biology Olympiad, a national
competition aimed at Year 12 and
Year 13 Biology A Level students. It
tests participants on a wide range of
topics covered at both AS and A2 Level Biology,
but also challenges them by making them apply
their knowledge to new and interesting situations. It
is a very demanding competition, with only a
fraction of the applicants receiving the highest
award of a gold medal. All students awarded a
medal are able to attend an award ceremony at the
Royal Society in London during June.
“This term I took part in the British Biology
Olympiad, an annual competition aimed at finding
the country's top four young biologists to compete
in the national team at the International Biology
Olympiad.
In the first round, I completed a short multiplechoice paper taken in school. I scored 58 out of 90,
and meant I was awarded a gold medal, putting me
in the top 217 out of nearly 4,000 applicants. I
therefore qualified for the next round, taking a
second written paper, although sadly didn't qualify
for the final round.
The questions were interesting and stimulating, and
the competition offered a huge incentive to begin
revising for my Biology A Level exam! I hope the
school will have many more applicants in the future
when the competition runs again.
Bethany Godley, Year 13

Sixth Form Taster Day
On 1st February Year 11 took part in the Sixth Form
taster day, which gave us an exciting insight into
life in the High School Sixth Form. We had the
chance to experience A Level lessons of our choice
and learnt not only the sort of things we would be
learning in the Sixth Form, but also how hard we
would be expected to work and to what sort of
standard. We got to experience the atmosphere of
life in the Sixth Form as we had use of the Year 13
common room all day and were treated like sixth
formers. We each took part in 5 lessons and many
people took this as a chance to confirm which A
Levels they would like to take. We also had the
chance to ask current sixth formers questions about
different A levels and life in the Sixth Form. Overall,
everyone in the year found this a fun and unique
way to learn about life in the Sixth Form and
enjoyed the day thoroughly.
Julia Hall, Year 11

Last term in History Society, we had a visit from the
Kingsholm ‘History On Your Doorstep’ Project, which is
looking into archaeology from the Roman times and
possibly before that (including pottery, weapons,
bodies, etc.). We were shown a great many artefacts
that have been found at the bottom of somebody’s
garden near to school.
Over this year and next, the project will be helping
community groups research into the history of the area.
Anybody can get involved with this. All you need to
have is interest!
On the 28th January, Project Launch Day, there was an
information morning at the Neighbourhood Partnership
Community Centre (Kingsholm/Wotton), which also
allowed anyone to take anything they had found within
Kingsholm for identification. It also allowed you to have
a good look at exhibits from the Gloucester Museum.
Past excavations have shown that Kingsholm is an area
with much Roman activity, including a large cemetery,
and possibly the original Roman fort before it moved
onto higher ground in Gloucester. There is also the
tantalising possibility that the tennis court off Edwy
Parade contains remains of the Saxon royal palace from
where William of Normandy ordered the compilation of
the Domesday Book!
As
for
the
School’s History
Society,
the
plan
is
to
survey
the
school field and
possibly
start
up our own
archaeological
dig with the aid
of History On
Your Doorstep.

A previous archaeological dig

At the end of the project, in 2013, the group will hold
an exhibition of anything found.
For more information about the project, contact
Anna
Morris
at
archaeology.outreach@
gloucestershire.gov.uk or telephone 01452 425705.
Hannah Freeman, Year 12
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Ski Trip to Austria 2012

On Saturday 11th February, 40 girls and 5 teachers
headed off for the snow in Söll, Austria. Our journey
was a long coach trip which lasted for 25 hours but it
was alright as we had lots of fun eating sweets and
watching movies. After the journey, I think we were all
pretty tired and enjoyed being able to relax at the hotel.
There was lots of snow and it was very cold - it didn't
stop snowing for two whole days! Skiing was the next
day and even though there were a few tumbles, we all
managed to make it through the day without anybody
getting seriously injured! Although a few poles were
snapped, oops! We all enjoyed recalling the day’s
events over dinner. Finally at the end of the evening,
there were moose t-shirt nominations (a t-shirt that
would be worn by the person who did the silliest
thing that day) and there was much laughter at all
the stories of the funny things that people had done!
During the week we tried ten pin bowling, the
Austrian way, and swimming in the local swimming
pool which had some great slides. There was also
some shopping in 5611 for some souvenirs. overall,
we had a great week (especially watching the
teachers scream like girls) and loved every moment
of it! We all hope to go next year!
Ellie Cook and Alice Smith, 8E

District Swimming Gala
On Thursday, 15th March the High School for
Girls’ swimming team headed off to GL1 to take
part in the District Secondary School’s Swimming
Gala. After what felt like five hours of waiting for
the organisers to get ready, the competition
finally started. The High School got off to a
strong start, with all the swimmers in the first
four races coming second. Our first win of the
day was Abigail Robbins in Year 7 who swam a
fantastic 25m breast-stroke, easily winning the
race. One race later Isabelle Hewson-Barselotti
swam a superb 25m fly and won with ease. The
25m races were all very successful, with every
swimmer achieving a third place or above. Next
were the 50m races which were equally as
successful, with the High School achieving all
second and third places with the exception of
Mollie Smith who won the girl’s Year 7/8 50m
butterfly. Then we moved onto the relays - the
High School’s best events - with wins from the
Year 7 and 8 freestyle teams and the Year 7 and
9 medley teams.
We also achieved second
placings in all the other relays. It was another
strong victory from the High School, bringing
home the trophy, once again.
Holly Whitton, Emily Price, Olivia Parr and
Rebecca McKemey
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GCSE and A Level Textile Design

GCSE students have just completed a unit entitled
'Fairytales’. Students selected a fairytale of their
choice and developed their ideas and patterns. A
variety of ideas were gathered: Fairy Legs - Eva-Mae
Brazil-Thomas, The Elves and The Shoemaker - Tilly
Springer, Fairy Garment - Sophie Withers.
AS Textiles - Vintage Bag
A vintage theme was
followed
by
Rosie
Woodcock in Year 12.
Many
artists
and
designers were studied
for inspiration on the
theme throughout the
unit of work. Birdcages,
vintage suitcases, luggage tags and recycled
items were studied to
enable Rosie to develop
her recorded pieces
into a final personal
response. Her final bag
has demonstrated an excellent use of materials and
mixed media applications.
Panel
The theme of layers was
decided upon by Rhianna
Gardener for her unit of
work.
The
tree
also
represents a family tree in
her final piece, demonstrating the combination of
numerous layers of fabrics, paint applications and
scrabble letters.
Miss Bennett

Phone calls from parents/carers
We try and deal with all calls efficiently and appropriately.
If you need to contact your daughter’s/son’s Form Tutor, Mrs Kittle, our Student Support, or a subject
teacher, please telephone 01452 543335. A member of the office staff will record a brief outline of the
issue/concern and pass it on. Alternatively you may wish to email the details to office@hsfg.org Of course,
if you need to speak to a member of staff urgently or in confidence, we shall endeavour to accommodate the
request as swiftly as possible.
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Euroscola Conference to Strasbourg
On 16th March, a select group of 9 students from Years 12 and 13 were given
the fantastic opportunity to visit the European Parliament in Strasbourg, to take
part in the ‘Euroscola’ Conference. Our ‘dream team’ consisted of Jess Wright,
Miranda Bopoto, Rosemary Woodcock, Jon Mowday, Molly Brice, Rhiannon
Baynham, Lucy Pugh, Philip Howard and myself. 600 students and teachers
attended the Conference from across Europe, from Malta to Denmark, and
discussed issues of concern to the EU and its member states. Our students,
along with a similar group from the Cotswold School, made up the UK
delegation. Throughout the 10-hour day we were shown the electronic voting
system within the main chamber, and were able to use the extensive and live
interpretation facilities via headsets, so language barriers were eradicated and
the discussions could begin! All of our students contributed to the discussions
well and with confidence, and got on swimmingly with their European fellows.
At first, students were given the rare opportunity to field
questions to a panel of EU officials in the central debate
chamber and this is where I seized my opportunity,
stumping the panel with my question on international
terrorism and the role of the European Court of Human
Rights! Later on in the day the conference was split into 6
groups to discuss different European priorities. These
included ‘Migration and integration’, ‘The place of
European values in the world’ and ‘Europe’s future’. These
groups had the onerous task of producing a draft
resolution, which was then presented to the conference.
Each group had to select a President and Reporter to
represent and take questions during the plenary session,
and it is my pleasure to tell you that one of our Year 12 students,
Rosemary Woodcock, was selected to be one of just 6 presidents.
Next was the ‘Eurogame’ in which students had to get themselves
into multilingual working groups, to complete a quiz on the EU. Philip
Howard and Miranda Bopoto were two of just 16 students on 4 teams
that reached the final.
Here loyalties were tested and the
competition really heated up as they were on opposing teams!
Miranda’s team was triumphant in the showdown, where they had to
answer questions about the EU and on artists such as Adele and the
Beatles. We hope she will wear her medal with pride!
As the day drew to a close, we were able to reflect on our delegation’s successes, while exploring the city of
Strasbourg, sampling some of its local culture and visiting its spectacular Cathedral. The trip was a valuable
experience, and impressed upon all of the delegates the importance of languages, communication, understanding and deliberation to the security
of our European Union and the many
and wide ranging issues to be solved by
our up and coming generation if the
union is to survive!
Daniel Aldred, Year 13
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Badminton – National Schools Final

School Games Day

An U14 and an U16 team from the High School
recently represented Gloucester City in the County
finals of this National competition which was held at
Cheltenham Ladies College. The U16 team played
some closely fought matches to finish 3rd overall and
the U14 team battled against tough opposition to
become County Champions.
On March 17th, the victorious U14 team (Matilda
Tierney, Hannah Gleeson, Holly Evans and Lauren
Evans) travelled down to Exeter University to
represent Gloucestershire in the Regional finals. The
standard of badminton was exceptional with many
players nationally ranked. Our girls played matches
against the top teams from the whole of the South
West Region and fought hard to win two of their five
matches. The High School team was placed a very
creditable 5th in the competition and were inspired to
return next year.
Mrs Kirk

The School Games is the Government’s new
initiative for School Sport. The aim of the School
Games is to increase the opportunity for all
students to engage in physical activity through
formal and informal competition. The PE Department currently has some new initiatives in place
such as the lunchtime super league competitions
and recreational netball. Each school is also
encouraged to hold a “School Games Day”. We
will be holding our day as part of the School
Activity Days on Monday, 16th July 2012. The
focus of the day is The Olympics and we are
looking at giving students the opportunity to try
less traditional Olympic Sports such as Archery
and Judo alongside Paralympic activities such as
Goalball and Boccia. In addition to these physical
activities, students will also be engaged in a
number of related activities such as reporting on
the day itself, looking at the Art of the Ancient
Olympics and the history of the Olympic Games.
Your daughter will receive a letter in the near
future which will present all the options available
to her along with her Activity Day choices.

Year 9 Netball Tournament Winners

If you wish to find out
more about the School
Games
Programme
please go to www.your
schoolgames.com

High School for Girls’ Sports Ministry
Storage shed
The refurbishment of the shed on the far field has
now been completed and is ready for use in the
forthcoming summer terms.

U15 May Dent Netball Tournament
The U15 netball team recently competed in the annual
May Dent Tournament, organised by the County Netball
Association. This tournament traditionally attracts the
top school teams in the county and is one of the
toughest events in the school’s netball calendar.
The squad of 8 players started the tournament
brilliantly with a 9-0 victory over Newent school. Five
more matches followed in quick succession and despite
some outstanding netball and excellent team work, with
only one more win, we were placed fourth in our section
and so missed out on the semi final play-offs. The team,
captained by Eleanor Bruce, were a credit to the school.
Mrs Kirk

Team Photos
We have recently had some team photographs
professionally taken and these will soon be
available for individuals to buy. They will also be
displayed in a gallery around the PE department.
Save the date
Dates for the diary include:
Thursday, 19th April - There will be a non uniform
day - known as "Trainer Day". There will also be a
Staff vs Student volleyball match at lunchtime in
order to raise money for Sport Relief.
Friday 27th April - A sports presentation evening,
where all team players and parents will be invited
too, will be held at HSFG. Details of timings will be
finalised at a later date. Invitations will follow.
During this event, awards will be handed out and
there will be some demonstrations from students.
Kathryn Chadwick, Year 11
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Year 7 Trip to St Fagan’s National History Museum in Wales
On 23rd March, Year 7 students went on an educational
visit to St Fagan’s National History Museum in Cardiff.
Year 7 have recently been given a new topic to study for
the DEAL: Think Globally, Act Locally. The main idea of
the visit to St Fagan’s was to understand the
development of housing.
Here are some of the views and some of their work they
produced after their visit:
Celtic Village
The Celtic village consisted of three houses. Two were
made of straw, mud, horse hair and animal blood and
the roof was made out of straw.
The third house, however, was made of stone instead of
the common mud walls. “It was truly breathtaking”.
The Castle Gardens
The castle gardens were lovely. The sun was shining,
birds were tweeting, trees were in blossom and the
water was trickling. A lot of the girls said the gardens
were the best part of the trip as we could sit back and
relax.
Gwalia Stores
This is a small shop with sweets. There was a wide
range of sweets to choose from, including rock,
chocolate and lollies. We had to queue up for ages to get into the shop
as it was so popular.
St Teilo’s Church
We went to see the church which was a white building with a lot of
images painted on the walls of Jesus. There was also a christening font.
The church was built in 1100 AD.
School House
There was a very small primary school for students aged 6-14.
school was built in Victorian times.

The

“My favourite place in St Fagan’s was the castle gardens …
they were so pretty and peaceful, I would definitely go there
again.” Brittani Ferneyhough, Year 7.
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Royal British Legion National Fundraising Conference at
Warwick University
On Friday 23rd – Saturday 24th March, I was
extremely privileged to have been given the
opportunity to attend the Royal British Legion’s
National Fundraising Weekend, held at Warwick
University, in order to make a speech and share
Gloucester’s schools’ story as to how we
worked together to raise a staggering £73,000
for their charity.
As the Chairman of the G15 Student Steering
Group in 2009-2011, I initially had no idea as to
how significant our work for the Royal British
Legion would become, not only locally, but also
nationally. G15 is the partnership of the 15
secondary learning institutions in Gloucester
City, and in October 2010, we had an exciting proposition made to us by two representatives from the Royal
British Legion. They asked us if we would be willing to help them reach their goal of raising £90,000 in
Gloucestershire to celebrate the charity’s 90th anniversary in 2011. We all came back with a resounding ‘YES’, as
we were all very keen to help with this and support the campaign.
By working together, the students in G15 raised awareness of the campaign throughout the city and spread the
message of the amazing support that the RBL provide to so many people. We also planned and carried out a
variety of fundraising events, both within schools and as a partnership.
The campaign was a huge success, and due to the hard work carried out by all the schools in the partnership,
we are proud to say that we raised such a large amount of money, which we know will be put to such great use
by the charity, particularly in the development of Personnel Recovery Centres for injured soldiers.
I was invited to the conference to tell the G15 story and to demonstrate that the older generation can be
confident in passing on the baton, and the responsibility of caring for our servicemen and women, to the
younger generation.
The response from the audience was absolutely fantastic, and I was honoured to receive a standing ovation
following my speech. The legion had decided in the past that they would not involve schools in their fundraising
projects, however the National Chairman stated after my speech that he was so impressed with the work of
Gloucester’s schools, he now wanted to begin campaigns like ours around the whole country.
I was proud to show the audience that the younger generation can become involved in supporting the Royal
British Legion, and that we can be relied upon to be responsible for ensuring that the amazing support that the
RBL provides, lives on in years to come.
Cara Valente, Year 12

Anastasiya’s Sponsorship for World Challenge
In the great preparations for the World Challenge educational expedition to
Thailand and Laos in summer 2012, I was given a £500 sponsorship by Software
developers Jatech Ltd, from Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. It was a big surprise for
me and I was very delighted to receive help from them. Although many people
think it is going to be a holiday, it will be very
challenging and tough for all of us. A big part of
the expedition will be community work in one of
Laos’ villages, where, trying to speak Thai, we
will be living with locals and helping them to
improve their livelihoods. We will be sleeping in
huts, hostels and even outside for 4 weeks,
without any communication with the outside
world – no phones, no laptops. This is, however, a challenge for 19 of us,
including Miss Bennett and Mr Yip. I would like to say a big thank you to
Jatech for sponsoring me!
Anastasiya Belova
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Examination Timings
Morning Examinations
8.45 am Students must register for the exams and
queue ready to move to examination room.
9.00 am Examinations start promptly.
Afternoon Examinations
1.15 pm Students must register for exams and queue
ready to move to examination room.
1.30 pm Examinations start promptly.

Warning to parents!

Jequirity Bean Bracelets
Following the email sent to all parents/carers earlier
this term we would like to reiterate the real danger
of Jequirity Bean bracelet. If you have one of these
bracelets, mainly sold at the Eden Project in
Cornwall, you should dispose of it immediately. The
advice is to bag it, tie securely and put in outside
waste bin. You should then wash your hands
thoroughly.
Mrs Dallow

The Pathfinder Project

Pathfinder - Delivering Young
Driver Education Since 2008
Following on from the success of the initial 2008
course, Pathfinder continues year on year to deliver
a successful and enjoyable experience for young
drivers. All who have attended, including the
associates, take away with them valuable
information allowing them to improve their safety
and awareness through thoughtful driver training
along with an enhanced ability to enjoy their driving
on today’s congested roads.
Pathfinder continues to utilise the methodology
developed by the ‘Under 17 Car club’ over many
years, to deliver a valuable understanding of how to
drive safely, thoughtfully and within the law. With
proven statistics to back up the methods used, The
Under 17 Car Club has significantly reduced the
risks for its young drivers over many years. The
Pathfinder students benefit from this experience,
which is unlike any other young driver course
available for 15 to 16 year olds anywhere else in the
UK today. Website: www.under17driver.co.uk
Telephone:
07786 510060

Photograph Consent
Consent to use photographs or images of students
under 18 years of age. From time to time, we
may wish to take pictures of students for use in
school publications or on our website.
Increasingly, the regional press are including
articles about the school and these may include
photographs of students.
The School and the Local Authority take the issue
of child safety extremely seriously and that
includes the use of images of young people. It
may be that, for personal or other reasons, you do
not want an image or photograph of your
daughter/son to be taken and used for publicity
purposes. If this is the case, will you please inform
the Headteacher, in writing, making your wishes
clear. Please note that this does not apply to the
school photograph that is taken of your
daughter/son for your own use.

Lost Physical Education Kit
We have an ever increasing
box of "lost" PE kit in our
store cupboard. I am concerned that very little of
the PE kit, including
trainers, appears to be
named.
Where kit is named we are
able to return the items to the student, however
with unnamed kit we can do little other than look
after it until students come to claim what they
think is their kit. Each item of clothing produced
by Trutex has a space on the label where a
student's name can be written in permanent
marker. Please double check over the Easter
break that your daughter's clothing is named.
Please also remind your daughters that their PE kit
should be stored in their lockers and not left lying
around school. All kit must also be washed after
each PE lesson.
Miss Leathart

Summer Uniform
Students may wear summer uniform from
Monday, 16th April until the end of Term 6.
Please note that all students should return to
school in September in full winter uniform.
Mrs Dallow

Study Leave Dates
Year 11 - leave on Thursday 10th May
Year 12 - leave on Friday, 11th May and return
on Monday, 11th June
Year 13 - leave on Friday, 1st June
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Change of Address
If you move house, please
remember to tell the school your
new address and any change in
your contact details.
We have had a couple of
instances lately where parents/
carers have not informed us that
they have moved house.

Here is the photo of 7X after their assembly. The assembly was on
Easter and the importance of spending time with their family.

You can email new contact
details
to
Mrs
Hayward,
the
Office
Manager
at
office@hsfg.org or give a
letter to your daughter’s/son’s
tutor.

Important Travel Information –
Year 6 Taster Day and Exchange
Students

Year 8 Sculptures

In Art, Mehjabi
Moolla, Mathilda
Stratemeier and
Yasmin Hind, all
in 8F, are
enjoying
working on
hollow
sculptures
inspired by
natural forms
and the Olympic
torch. They will
add a 'skin' of
tissue paper to
the 'bones'
made of card.
Miss Fairhurst

If you have a daughter in Year 6 who will be
joining us in September, we have been asked
by the Local Authority to advise you about
the policy regarding students travelling to
and from school on Taster Day. If your
daughter is in receipt of free transport to
their Primary School, this cannot be assumed
or granted when they come for the Taster
Day in July.
If your daughter will use a regular bus service
then she will need to pay the normal fare
when boarding the bus to be able to travel.
If you are considering using a coach that is a
‘closed school contract’ such as a coach on a
Bennett’s/Colefordian route then the driver is
not legally able to accept any money from a
student to allow them to travel. In these
cases, the parent/carer is responsible for
transporting the student to and from school
for the Taster Day. Similarly, if you are
hosting an exchange student, it is important
that you check with the coach provider if
there will be space on the coach for the
exchange student to travel with your
daughter/son as there may only be a limited
number of seats available on some routes. An
exchange student will also be expected to pay
the normal fare on a regular bus even if their
partner is in receipt of free transport.
Mrs Dallow

Tesco for Schools Vouchers
Please remember to send your Tesco for
Schools vouchers into school with your
daughter or son. We are collecting
them for Library and ICT equipment.
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National Council of Women’s Seminar
On the 20th March Sociology students attended the
Intergenerational Seminar of the National Council of Women at
the Municipal Offices in Cheltenham. It was intended to raise
awareness of women’s rights with the focus of ‘playing your part’
within society.
We were given the opportunity to mix in an intergenerational
group and discuss a range of issues regarding the responsibilities
of women within modern day society; this was particularly
interesting as women from both ends of the age spectrum
exchanged ideas in response to themes posed by the lectures
given. We, the students, had a particularly important role to play as we were each selected to report back at
the end of each discussion, enabling us to voice the opinions of other women in our group. As Sociology
students, we were able to demonstrate our own viewpoints from a sociological perspective which they found
especially interesting.
The themes addressed ranged from the effect of culture, religion and media on ‘playing your part’ to attributes
necessary for being a worthy Magistrate. The experience itself was fully enjoyable, as we were surrounded by
enthusiastic members of the Council and inspirational lecturers keen on us understanding the importance of us
as young women ‘playing our part’ in society. The general consensus after discussing the trip with the rest of
my class was that this chance to become involved in and form a link with the National Council of Women, has
enabled us to feel that it is possible for us as students, to make a difference, not only in regards to the rights
of women but also in obtaining equality for all those facing inequality.
Edwina Harris, Year 13
In the progressive society we live in, women‘s rights are probably not at the
forefront of our daily grievances. The beginning of the month, however, marked
International Women‘s Day and a time to reflect and admire the advances that
women have made from the bygone days of Emily Davidson and the Suffragette
Movement. For most us, it would appear that on the surface women are on an equal
par as men and that here in the UK, women‘s rights groups are a thing of the past
(such was my observation). Unbeknownst to me and the Year 12 and 13 Sociology
students, however, was that across the country thousands of members in the
National Council of Women of Great Britain are to this very day campaigning for the
rights of women and for greater equality. It was therefore with great reverence that
we accepted invitations to attend a conference by the local NCWGB group.
The day itself provided an opportunity for all generations of women to discuss
issues concerning women in Britain today such as how we can increase female
representation in ‘male’ professions such as the Law and Politics. For example, in
the UK, statistics show that of the 145 of the 650 MPs in our House of Commons are women. As a young black
female with ambitions of working in Politics in the future, the figures are disheartening. Yet, this made me
realise the importance of the NCWGB in working towards greater equality. Moreover, I and my fellow students
felt privileged to able to listen to women whose suffragette mothers and grandmothers’ campaigned for women
to have a vote and without whom conditions for women would be very different today..
Ultimately I learnt that it is important to admire the progression that women have made, but it is even more
important to consider how we can build upon this in the future and banal it may seem- every day should be
International Women’s Day. On behalf of the students who attended the conference, I would like to thank Ms
Crane and Ms Kelly for organising this opportunity for us.
Miranda Bopoto, Year 12

The Warehouse Climbing Centre - Holiday Clubs & Activities
Easter Holidays - 2nd April - 13th April
We’re delighted to offer a fun programme of events during the school holidays.
If your daughters are new to climbing – that’s great, as we’ll teach them everything
they need to know.
All activities are supervised by our trained Warehouse people with all equipment
included (we also provide refreshments). Please give us a call on 01452 302351 to
book any of the activities on offer.
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Battle of the Bands – 12EE’s
Charity Challenge
On February 29th, much of the school crowded into
the hall to watch the talent event of the year: Sixth
Form students going head to head with the teachers
in a Battle of the Bands competition. Raising money
for Safe Anaesthesia Worldwide, the event inspired
students and teachers to come together and provide
the audience with their own interpretations of famous
songs.
After weeks (or just 2 hours in some cases) of
rehearsing, the stage was set and it was too late for
the acts to back out. With the judging panel of
Mr McShane, Mrs Connor, Mrs Sollars and Mrs Slatter
seated and the hall filled, Mr Colvin (a welsh Dermot
O’Leary) kicked off the spectacle.
First up were Mr Bush, Mrs Pines, Ms Cundy,
Mr Hathaway and Hayleigh …… with their rendition of
‘All These Things That I’ve Done’ by The Killers; a
definite crowd-pleaser.
Next to take to the stage were the Year 12s Sam
Wedley, Helen Tatlow, Seb Harker, Kaye Pollard and
Jasmine Hansen with a touching acoustic cover of the
classic ‘Sweet Child o’ Mine’ by Guns ‘n’ Roses.
Mrs Le Prevost, accompanied by Mr Silverthorn, then
performed Adele’s ‘Make You Feel My Love’,
captivating the audience and showcasing the hidden
talents of our teachers.
Next was Sam Ogden, Year 12, performing a little
known song, ‘Hard Enough’ by Frank Hamilton, in his
own unique style.
And to finish, Mrs Day and Mrs Dunnett took to the
stage, accompanied by Mr Haynes, to perform
‘Anything You Can Do (I Can Do Better)’ from the
Annie Get Your Gun soundtrack. With costumes and
their very own High School for Girls lyrics, it definitely
caused some laughs.
As the judges made their difficult decision of who was

going to win, the audience showed their
enjoyment of the performances through a
‘Clapometer’ provided by our very technical wizard,
Mr Hards.
In total, the Battle of the Bands raised £345 for
our charity!
Time for the results, and although all the judges
were impressed by the amazing talent shown, all 4
of them decided Sam Ogden should take the
crown. He took to the stage once more to perform
one of his own songs, Ocean Man, written and
composed by him, proving him a worthy winner.
We would like to thank all those who came to
watch, the performers and everyone involved in
making it possible.
Georgina Timmins, 12EE

Year 10s Visit the Tate Galleries in London
On Tuesday 28th February, the two Year 10 Art classes and Sixth Form Art
students were given the opportunity to visit the Tate Galleries in London. In
Tate Modern, we looked at the ‘Poetry and Dreams’ floor, which was filled
with surrealist paintings and sculptures by well-known artists such as
Picasso and Kurt Schwitters. In Tate Britain we saw lots of interesting
landscape paintings and artwork from the Romantic period, including many
Edward Wadsworth
oil paintings and sketches by artists such as JMW Turner and Graham
The Beached Margin, 1937
Sutherland.
The fact we were in London added to the enjoyment of the trip too, as the sights and scenery were amazing,
especially on the journey between the two galleries along the Thames. And as if that wasn’t exciting enough,
we saw the actor Timothy Spall towards the end of our visit to Tate Britain!
It was definitely an inspirational trip; I think everyone agrees that it was great seeing such spectacular works of
art in real life as opposed to seeing them on the internet or in photos! The techniques we learnt from seeing the
exhibits up-close will definitely contribute to our studies and artwork in the future.
Lucy Jakes 10ND
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Wooden Wind Turbine Challenge Winners
In January 50 Year 10 students took part in a day
sponsored by GCHQ and delivered by the Smallpeice
Trust, when they completed a Wooden Wind
Turbine Challenge.
On Tuesday, 20th March, the winning team
represented our school at the finals at Cheltenham
Racecourse. In the morning, they took part in a
number of challenges related to communication
systems. In the afternoon they competed in the
main competition related to the wind turbine they
made in school.
They mounted a display of marketing materials and
gave a team presentation of 5 minutes to convince
investors to buy into their designs. Throughout the
presentation, they were quizzed by six ‘VIP dragons’
about aspects of their design, teamwork, costing
and marketing strategies. They were delighted to be
chosen as one of the two winning teams and will
now attend a four day residential electronic
engineering course at Portsmouth University in June,
paid for by GCHQ. They were also each rewarded
with a £25 i-tunes voucher.
The ‘dragons’ congratulated them as an excellent
all-girl school team of budding engineers! They all
did a fantastic job both in the run-up to and on
GCHQ Finals Day, and judges were most impressed
not only by the quality of their exhibition stand but
also by their presentation, which was well prepared.

Alannah Keogh, Emma Elley,
Natasha James, Lizzie Baggus
and Heather Locker with their
wind turbine and marketing
display.

Finding out how a World War II
Enigma encryption machine worked.

Mrs Elvidge
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Places to visit at Easter …..
Clearwell Caves
Time: 10am - 5pm. Tickets: TBC Adults £5.80,
concessions £5.30, children (5 - 16) £3.80, under 5s
free, family (2+2) £17.30.

Chedworth Roman Villa
Open 2nd March to 3th October, Wednesday to
Sunday (limited parking this year). Adult and senior
citizen £7, Child £4.00*, Family £18.00* (2 adults and
3 children). National Trust members free. Children 5
years and under free.

Gloucester Folk Museum and Gloucester
Museum
A truly spectacular array of artefacts can be found
behind the walls of the attractive timber-framed
Tudor and Jacobean buildings (one of which being
traditionally associated with the final night of the
protestant martyr, Bishop Hooper) that make up the
Gloucester Folk Museum on Westgate Street. Don’t
forget the newly refurbished Gloucester Museum on
Brunswick Road too.

Sudeley Castle
Adults: £7.20, Concessions: £6.20, Children (5 15 yrs): £4.20, Family Ticket (2 Adults, 2 Children):
£20.80. Prices include admission to gardens, grounds
and exhibitions. Connoisseur Tours of the Castle
apartments: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: £12
(no concessions).

The Museum
Park, Stroud

in

The

Set in beautiful parkland is
a rather grand 17th Century
Mansion
House,
which
currently houses colourful and
varied displays celebrating the
rich and diverse history of the
Stroud District.
Entrance is
free
but
donations
are
encouraged.

Easter Holiday
Activities at Gloucester
Cathedral
Saturday, 31st March –
Saturday, 14th April 10.30 am – 3.30 pm
“TREASURY HUNT” - FREE CHILDREN’S TRAIL
This is your chance to explore the wonders of
Gloucester Cathedral’s Treasury.
Collect a trail from the Treasury Desk then go in
search of the Easter Chicks hidden amongst the
magnificent treasures. Then go
to the Cathedral Coffee Shop
for a free mini egg.

Gloucestershire Dance Dance & Art Days
3rd, 4th & 10th April

Have fun with Dance and Art
Inclusive Dance and Art Days for all abilities 8 16 year olds. Young people with disabilities
welcome.
Venues:
Tuesday, 3rd April: The Shrubberies School,
Stonehouse, GL20 8JJ
Wednesday, 4th April: Alderman Knight School,
Tewkesbury, GL10 2DG
Tuesday, 10th April: Hopelands School,
Stonehouse, GL10 2AD
Bring a packed lunch. Pre-booking essential.
Payment to be made on the day.
Time: 10.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tickets: Only £10 per young person and siblings
FREE.
Telephone: 01452 550431, Fax: 01452 541303.
Email: dance@gloucestershiredance.org.uk
Website: www.gloucestershiredance.org.uk

Forest of Dean Sculpture Trail
Who's it for? Any age group
What's it about? In the Forest of Dean, the
Sculpture Trails showcases 17 artworks in the
ancient woodland. The 3.5-mile trail starts and
ends at Beechenhurst Lodge picnic site (you can do
shorter sections). There's also a kids' play area
designed by sculptor Andy Frost and a café.
Address: Speech House, Forest of Dean, GL16 7EL
Telephone: 01594 833057
Website: www.forestofdean-sculpture.org.uk
Price: Free, but there are car parking costs.

Gloucester Quays Easter Garden Party
Saturday 7th to Monday 9th April 2012
Taking place over the Easter bank
holiday weekend, the Gloucester
Quays Garden Party will be based
around the themes of fashion,
flowers and food. To include
celebrity garden expert David
Domoney, fashion shows, an array
of stalls and more.
Venue: Gloucester Quays, Gloucester
Times: Daily from 10:00 am
Admission: Free of charge
Telephone: (01452) 338933 for further
information.
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“I was cold and nervous, but it was
an amazing experience”.

“I really enjoyed the experience of being
able to sing to an amazing audience!
The Mayor and Mrs Sawicka seemed
really pleased, as was I”.

Highnam Court Spring Fair

Cathedral Tower Tours

Saturday, 28th and Sunday 29th April,
10.30 am – 5.00 pm
Highnam Court Spring Fair is held every year and is
a great day out for everyone of all ages from all
parts of Gloucestershire and beyond. It also raises
funds for three very important local charities:
Gloucester Cathedral, The Pied Piper Appeal and the
NSPCC.
Family-friendly attractions include live music and
other entertainments, floral marquee, medieval
village, classic and vintage cars, shopping area with
three marquees, many outside stalls, children’s
activities and extensive gardens.
Entrance is £6.00 or £5 in advance from Cathedral
Gift Shop (including parking and entry to the
gardens). Children under 12 free.
For more details, visit the website at:
www.highnamcourtspringfair.co.uk

conditions, Tower Tours may be cancelled.

From Saturday, 31st March
Are you reasonably fit? Can you climb 269 steps
up and 269 down again? Are you over six years
old?
If so, join one of our Tower Tours and enjoy the view
from the roof; on a clear day, you can see for 40 miles.
On the way up you will visit the ringing chamber and the
bell chamber, and when you get down again you can
claim a certificate (£1) to show that you made it to the
top.
Monday – Tuesday 2.30 pm (school holidays only),
Wednesday – Friday 2.30 pm, Saturday 1.30 pm and
2.30 pm, Sunday closed, Bank Holidays 11.30 am,
1.30pm and 2.30 pm. Tickets £4.00, children £1.00.
Tickets are sold in the Cathedral Shop on the day of the
tour on a first come, first served basis, and each tour is
limited to 25 people. Note that in certain weather

We wish everyone a Happy Easter
High School for Girls

Denmark Road, Gloucester GL1 3JN
Tel: 01452 543335 Fax: 01452 549862
Email: office@hsfg.org
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