Denmark Road
Issue 1: October 2018

Dear Parents/Carers
At the beginning of Term 1 I spoke to students, parents and carers about ‘The Bravery Principle’.
We reminded ourselves that it is important to be brave, to try new things, to explore, make
mistakes and to learn from them. It is through bravery that we become the best version of
ourselves that we can be.
This newsletter records many and varied ways in which our students and staff are brave. Please
read it. See for yourselves what bravery can and does achieve.
As we launch into Term 2 the theme of my message is about ‘not making do’. Now of course in life
there are times when we must all accept the things we cannot change, but for the vast majority of
things which are within our control why do we sometimes choose to ‘make do’? So this term is
about challenge. We will be encouraging staff and students to develop the art of not ‘making do’ in
their lives.

Claire Giblin
Headteacher
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Guest Speaker – Clare Young
Orchestra

Welcome and Introduction
Claire Giblin, Headteacher

The Awkward Cover Artists
‘Agape’ by Bear’s Den (own arrangement)

Harriet Sanderson and Katie Jones
Reflections on Sporting Success

Harriet Saxton and Amy Young
Reading their own poetry - Reflections on ‘Love’

Senior Chamber Choir
‘Short People’ arranged by Sophie Ellis

Presentation of Honours:
STEM: Science and Physical Education, STEM: Maths,
Computing, Economics, Business and Design &
Technology, English and The Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, Languages

World Challenge 2018
Hannah Johnston and Lucy Byatt

Prizes for Outstanding All-round
Progress and Achievement in Year 11 and Year 13

Address by Clare Young

From Us to You (Staff Choir) – Lean on Me

Farewell by Head Students, Katie Forbes and
Abbie Giles and Claire Giblin

Non Nobis Domine


We were delighted to welcome Clare Young,
former student at High School for Girls, to
share her story with us at our Honours
Evening.
Clare is the creator of The Work of Heart
Garden, the first full-size knitted show garden
installation in the world. Appearing at the RHS
Malvern Spring Festival 2018 and at
Gloucester Cathedral through August, this
unique attraction was created in support of
Sue Ryder Leckhampton Court Hospice.
The full-size 4 x 4m show garden was lovingly
made from thousands of knitted and crochet
creations, raising funds and awareness for
hospice care and Leckhampton Court.
Clare was an inspiration to us. Her story will
touch your heart.
There was a retiring collection for Sue Ryder
Leckhampton Court Hospice on the evening
which raised just under £400.
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Please see the rest of the photographs from the evening here.
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World Challenge 2018 - Malaysia
On Monday 24th July, our World Challenge team left school for
Malaysia. Here is their live blog, also available on our website
here.
Monday 23rd July
The team was late arriving in Istanbul after a delayed flight and
then delayed leaving Istanbul due to thunderstorms.
Nevertheless, the whole team is in very good spirits! The
World Challenge team is ready to depart!
Tuesday 24th July
After a long two days travelling, we visited ABC Bistro for some
local delicacies. We also had a great reception at Pod
Backpackers, and spent some time with the locals having a sing
along and enjoyed listening to some fantastic mashups! Well
done to Eryn, Chloe and Nelly for being stars of the show!
Sophia and Binita did an excellent job at leading the team
through the airports, and sorting out transport into KL Sentral.
The team has landed (6pm local time) in Kuala Lumpur, the
capital of Malaysia. Despite tiredness from their long journey,
they are all very excited about the adventures ahead.
Wednesday 25th July
The end of a long day. Finished nicely with delicious dinner in
KL Sentral and the street food markets!
Moved over to Butik Bintang this evening to our 'Revopackers'
hostel, and enjoyed the buzz and vibes of the street food
markets.
We had a great debrief. We reflected on our adventures. We
spoke about how the leaders and the team can improve on all
aspects within the group on the next phase of the trip.
We are heading to our project phase at United Learning
Centre. All are prepared with lesson plans and resources ready
for teaching. Hannah will be leading the team for the day.
Everyone provided very positive feedback, and the art of
leadership is certainly improving daily. Excellent team-work by
all!
The Batu Caves were fantastic, definitely worth a visit! Watch
out for the cheeky monkeys, they take everything and anything
they can get their hands on!
Off to explore the Batu Caves! A fantastic day getting to know
our way around KL! Great leading by Cara, and a fantastic team
atmosphere.
Off to explore KL this morning!
Thursday 26th July
Great to see everyone at the project get involved and fully
immerse themselves into the experience. They were all
fantastic! Completely out of their comfort-zones for some, but
all did a great job - and absolutely loved it. Central Market this
evening was an overwhelmingly exciting place to buy
handmade artefacts, clothes, and souvenirs. A great treat at
the end of a busy day!
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Project phase in KL at United Learning Centre. The team
was fantastic under the direction of Hannah leading
today at the project. A great day teaching and playing
music and doing team relays.
Friday 27th July
In the evening, we visited Chinatown for a night market
and the team braved the famously awful smelling durian
fruit! The team has been fantastic and worked
excellently together; it has been great to see the
confidence of the leaders grow each day. Tomorrow is
our last day at the project before moving on to white
water rafting with river bug then the Cameron
Highlands.
Another great day at the project; sport and music
provided an excellent performance from everyone. ULC
children performed some excellent, passionate songs for
us, assisted by an electric guitar, and drums! We also
contributed to the prayers and offering with a couple of
songs, performed beautifully by the girls. Lunch and
dinner was cooked by the school for us today, and we
provided them with the main ingredients for all to enjoy.
Saturday 28th July
It was our last day at the project today. We all had a
great day chalk painting and doing relays. It was sad to
say goodbye, after building up great relationships with
the children. It was Alice's birthday today (expedition
leader) so we all shared cake and sang happy birthday.
The children at the school sang a lovely song to us to say
goodbye, and brought some of the girls to tears. Another
visit to the central market and dinner out this evening
provided a great touch to the day.
Tomorrow, (Sunday) we are departing KL and heading
off with river bug to our white water rafting activity. We
have a two and a half hour drive to our activity before
then heading off to the Cameron Highlands.
Sunday 29th July
Another great day today!
Had a fantastic time white water rafting along in Gopeng
with Riverbug. In teams of 4s and 5s we battled our way
through a Grade 3 river with numerous large boulders
and rocks along the way.... With only a couple of girls
going overboard, it was a very successful trip!
Health and safety was very thorough and instructions of
what to do if you fall out were great. We met another
World Challenge team and rafted as a large group. The
guides were fantastic!
We have now arrived in The Cameron Highlands and will
be trekking for the next three days, through tea
plantations, and following a variety of routes for
different types of challenge. Ellen did a fantastic job of
leading, and Eryn will be taking over that role for our
first trekking adventures.
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Monday 30th July - Cameron Highlands
We all had our first late start this morning, then we
headed off on our first trek.
Eryn was the leader today and was excellent at directing
the team; we had a great start going through the paths in
the jungle, and followed a variety of trekking routes. It
was quite muddy and steep in places, and provided a bit
of challenge getting past a few hurdles.
A special mention must go to Ellen for her excellent
coaching and support of others through the more
difficult sections. The sweaty humid conditions provided
an interesting addition to the trek!
We will be visiting a local restaurant this evening for
dinner and then heading to the Mossi Jungle, Strawberry
farms, and the butterfly centre tomorrow.
We are currently staying at CH Travellers, and will be
there for 4 nights. The hostel is fantastic and the owner
has supported the girls with plans for the week.
Tuesday 31st July
We all had a tour of the Cameron Highlands today in
Land Rovers, which were great fun.
We went to the tea plantations and spent a bit of time
admiring the great views. We also had a walk through the
plantations and took some great photos and fun videos
of the team doing their number count! The factory visit
was very informative, and we were able to buy tea to
sample.
Following on from our time in the plantation, we headed
off to the Mossi Forest. This place was fantastic; it was
like walking through a fairy-tale set. It very much
reminded us of Puzzle Wood, however, you needed a
permit to visit. Our hostel owner Lucas was a guide, and
offered to take us through part of the forest with the
time we had. There were a lot of steps, fantastic trees
and of course a lot of moss!
Those of us who were slightly vertically-challenged, were
met with additional hurdles, getting over branches and
rocks.
We were also fortunate enough to climb the tower to
view the skyline across the Cameron Highlands. This was
2000m above sea level, fantastic just doesn't even come
close!
In the afternoon, we went to the big strawberry farm,
picked a few strawberries and enjoyed a variety of
strawberry drinks and desserts.
Tomorrow we will be heading off on our trek early in the
morning, and will spend most of the day exploring the
forest and its tracks, whilst challenging our fitness
throughout the day. With only 5 days left, we want to
make the most of our time on expedition, before heading
south to the island for our R&R.
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Wednesday 1st August
Chloe and Hayley were leading today; it was a tough start with most of the team feeling quite tired. However,
all kitted up, ready to go, we made our way to the waterfall before climbing and trekking route 8 up the
mountain. This was physically challenging for some, whilst others were challenged in a more intense way.
Those who felt the pace of the group was slower than they would have liked, participated in a boot camp
along the way. HIIT Sessions were delivered by Alice, and enabled the group to achieve a more challenging
trek. Climbing higher into the mountain provided its difficulties; breathing was more difficult and slowed the
pace of some. It was fantastic to see a real team effort in supporting those who required the encouragement
to keep going. We made it to the top, and rested for a little while before making our way back down the
mountain.
The trek started at about 8.30 am and we returned to our hostel just before 3.00 pm.
We all had a great day and the team atmosphere was fantastic! We are now looking forward to our R&R at
Pangkor.
Had a great time at the island. Stayed in KL last night, all had a great time and looking forward to home
comforts! On our way to the airport!
Miss Bennett/Mrs Steele

U16 Netball Match Report
On Tuesday 25th September the U16s played in the
county tournament. We had a strong start with some
great shooting from Tessa Bye and Sofia MoranCasanova, which allowed us to secure a win for the first
two games. As the tournament proceeded, we showed
our strengths as a team in both attacking and defending
around the circle. Our next match was against Farmors
who proved to be our toughest opposition; it meant that
Fliss Townend and Scarlett Jinks in defence needed to
work as a unit to win the ball back. At half time we were
one goal down, so in the second half we held our own,
putting up great shots with accurate feeds from Anna Thomson at centre. At the end of the game Farmors
won by two goals which meant we went on to play Ribston in the Quarter Finals. This game was extremely
close all the way through with everyone working hard to stick to their players, and at half time we made it
equal. As the second half came we saw great interceptions from everyone on court, however Ribston
managed to break through in the final minutes meaning they won by 2 goals going to the semi-finals.
Overall it was a great start to the season allowing us to improve as a team.
Mrs Simpson

Gloucester Marine Cadets
Every Wednesday - 1900 – 2130
Crypt School Sports Annex
Drill, Fieldcraft, Seamanship, Sailing, boating, Shooting, Weapons Training, Discipline, Self-Discipline,
Field-Gun. A uniformed, disciplined youth group based on the history and traditions of the Royal Marines.
Open to boys and girls aged 10 to 18. gloucestermc@outlook.com 07847 228830
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Year 9 Disney Trip – July 2018
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LRC News
The beginning of the year has brought with it the
author sent to the other as they progressed through
regular LRC activities, the learning of new student
their writing. Brian wanted to try writing in verse
names, introductory sessions to the LRC for Year 7
form, which is Sarah’s usual metier. The characters
students, and an overview of resources for EPQ for
were ones they’d already imagined, but didn’t have a
our Year 12s.
full story for – but their characters’ lives intertwine
beautifully and seem to be made for each other.
For the first time in several years, the English
Department and the LRC worked together to take a
group of 15 students from Years 8 to 13, to the
Cheltenham Literature Festival, and what a treat it
was! The students are amongst those who have
made outstanding contributions to the LRC and
reading over the last year – although we could
easily have filled another minibus full of the many
students who help the LRC and its activities run
smoothly.
STUDENT VIEW: On 8th October, the library took a
group of 15 of us to see two YA authors talk about
The authors also spoke of their own books. Sarah
their new books at the Cheltenham Literature
talked passionately about the death penalty
Festival. These authors were Brian Conaghan and
(Moonrise) and the consequences for those left
Sarah Crossan, the authors of ‘When Mr Dog Bites’
behind after a state execution. Life is a series of
and ‘One’ respectively. They were talking about a
“goodbyes”:
book they wrote together ‘We come apart’ and
“Will you be ok if I'm not around? he asked.
how they had had the ideas for the characters for
Sure, I said, but I didn't mean it.”
the longest time and how they had been
communicating while writing the novel, just
Brian’s character, Bobby Seed (Weight of a Thousand
sending messages back and forth, letting the other
Feathers) is a young carer, both for his Mum, who
get their character out of the corner.
has MS, and his brother who has learning disabilities.
A central issue is how far would he go to help his
The authors, Sarah Crossan and Brian Conaghan,
Mum and is it fair of her to ask it of him? On top of
both with a teaching background, have had their
all that, Bobby is trying to cope with all the problems
work shortlisted for several awards: Carnegie, Red
teenagers normally encounter and is trying not to
House Children’s Books, Bookseller’s, Costa.
feel guilty about that. There is some heart-breaking
Sarah’s One, about the life of conjoined twins, won
prose in this book:
the Carnegie Medal; Brian’s When Mr Dog Bites,
about a teenager who lives with Tourette’s
“I can't imagine where her mind travels
Syndrome won the Costa Children’s Book Award in
to, all I can hope is that it's
2016.
somewhere magical…”
As well as their own individual books, they have
worked together to write We Come Apart, the
verse form story of Nicu, who is Roma, and Jess,
who lives with her Mum and her stepfather. Both
have dark secrets to hide about their life outside
school. Both want to fit in. Both face bullying.
What they want and what their families want for
them is very different.
We learned from the authors that they never
actually met before or during the creation of this
extraordinary story: it was written in a series of
emails, with conversation happening only towards
the end.
They are both obviously strong
personalities, and wrote on the understanding of a
few simple rules, including no criticism of what
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LRC News continued
After the talk, we made our way to the Book Tent
where students bought books and had them signed
by the authors, before our return to school.
Many thanks to Mr Fitch for facilitating this event
and for driving the minibus. All encounters with
authors are enriching and illuminating and I have
no doubt this event will stay with the students who
experienced it for a long time to come. We look
forward to seeing next year’s School Programme
for the Festival!
Just before the end of last term, house teams from
Years 7 and 8 took part in our second ever Battle of
the Books. The winning team was Kyneburga’s
Steven’s Doritos, comprising Amina Anwar, Jasmine
Richards, Chloe Smith and Madeleine Spinner. Well
done to this team, who obviously knew the books
well. This year’s Battle of the Books will be
launched in the spring term.
Also at the end of last term, both Sir Thomas Rich’s
School and High School for Girls voted for the first
Denner/Blue Coat Book Award. The clear winner
was Penny Joelson’s I Have No Secrets, with State
of Grace by Rachael Lucas coming second. These
books have been constantly on loan since then,
with a waiting list to read them. Many thanks to
Safiyah Ginwalla in Year 13, who has been the
driving force behind this, our Year 8 and 9 teams
and to Judith Case, Librarian at STRS, with whom I
have worked throughout. This year’s Award will
commence just after the winter holiday. It is
currently being promoted to Year 9, who will read
the long list of 8 to 10 books, by the English
Department, and we already have a number of
students who have expressed an interest in being
involved.

we have a number of new recruits, with Mrs James
assisting the group with keeping focused. The
Origami Club is now meets every week, run by Year 8
students. There is a new Murder/Mystery Reading
Club for Year 7 students, with an Adventure Books
Club soon to start. Year 11 Readers enjoy the
opportunity of time away from textbooks and,
inspired by Banned Books Week, a number of last
year’s Carnegie and Denner/Blue Coat students are
reading some Banned Books, starting with Harper
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.
Year 7 and 8 students will have received their
Scholastic Book Club leaflets already. The leaflets
are also available online and the HSFG account is
now
open
for
orders.
Please
visit
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/denmark-road
to
make your selection by 31 October. All purchases
benefit the LRC – 25% of the value of orders is
“banked” as credit for the LRC to use for new books.
Books will be delivered to HSFG in November.
The 2107/18 Library Prefect Team have made an
outstanding contribution over the past year and
some have continued to support the LRC this year. I
am now recruiting for the 2018/19 team, so if your
Year 12 son or daughter is interested in taking on a
role in the LRC, please have them come to see me
about it.

Your LRC
needs you!

The final nonfiction recommendation comes from
Ms Spragg of the Science Department: Being Mortal
by Atul Gawande.
As ever, just a reminder that all online journals and
other such resources are available from your home
at all times. Students can look at the LRC’s Google
Site (Online Resources page) for access to journal
articles, short lectures and much more. I am happy
to answer emailed questions about how to use them
over the holidays.
Carol Cordall, Librarian

Well done to Jasmine Richards in 8K for her
excellent submission for the Reading Around The
World summer project – her work is now on display
in the Geography department.
I have received some excellent poems for the
National Poetry Day competition with the theme of
change and these will be displayed in the LRC.
Library groups continue to meet regularly. The
Anime/Manga drawing club continues this year,
under the care of Abi Rossi in Year 8. The Carnegie
Follow the LRC on Twitter: @HSFG_LRC
Writers Page
meet10on
the- first
Friday
each
month
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Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form Design and Technology Trip to Brunel Museum, Bristol
On Thursday, 11th October, 32 Design students
from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 enjoyed amazing
examples of engineering through a wealth of
exhibits; most of them interactive. We learnt
literally everything about the building, rescuing
and restoration of the SS Great Britain courtesy
of our informative tour guides. Including how the
ship’s crew was focussed purely on the welfare
of the first class passengers, which became
evident as we looked around all the decks.
Penny Saunders, Year 10, commented, “It was
really interesting to see the rich and poor
segregation, and how different their journeys
would have been! The cramped, horrific
conditions were very interesting, but also
disturbing.”
The students were invited to take part in a
scavenger hunt throughout our visit, which
involved finding an array of things; ‘a badly
behaved monkey’ for example! Well done to the
winning teams; in Year 10 ‘World Domination
With a Pinch of Salt’ and in Year 11 ‘Merin’s
Team’.
“I really enjoyed how interactive the museum is,
wearing the top hats was really fun, and trying to
draw a circle on a moving train was also really
interesting” Holly Guy, Year 10.

The students enjoyed being Victorians for the day,
some more than others!

We all tried our hand at drawing the circles, with
96% perfect being the best score by Kassie
Wherat-Hill.
“I really enjoyed the experience they created on
the ship with the wax figurines, sounds and set”
Joanna Graham, Year 10.
We toured the engine rooms, which were
fascinating, and on such a large scale. We learnt
how Brunel had fought to replace the paddle
with the screw as the most effective method of
propulsion.
We were lucky to have the opportunity to view
the hull of the SS Great Britain, as it is currently
in the dry dock, for repairs, where we found a
hole through which we could see inside!
‘Captain’ Tomo Heckford, Year 12, sums up the
day, “The history of the SS Great Britain was very
inspirational. Not only that, but the potential for
a further visit, as well as further research, was
very prominent”.
Mrs K Whittle
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In the First Class dining hall making
friends with the ‘passengers’!
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In stark contrast, the ‘Steerage’
dormitories pictured below; where the
passengers would eat, socialise and sleep.

“I really liked seeing the
mechanics and
engineering on the SS
Great Britain, since I
want to go in to
engineering. I also found
Brunel’s drawings and
other engineering in the
museum really
interesting!”
Abigail Mc Carthy- Lush,
Year 10.

“The story of how they
restored the SS Great
Britain was very
interesting. Going under
the ‘water’ (glass) was
pretty cool!” Matt
Bashford, Year 13.
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GCSE Art, Art Textiles and Design & Technology Exhibition
Astonishingly Amazing Art!
I really enjoyed looking at the
different techniques that
were used and all the
drawings looked very life-like,
whilst the abstract pieces
were drawn or painted from
the artist’s unique point of
view. The ones that stood out
for me were the pencil
drawings and I really liked the
layout of the artwork.
Collectively,
so
many
mediums were used such as
pastels,
acrylics,
watercolours, coloured pencils,
charcoal and photography.
There were a variety of sizes
of artwork and themes
including portraits, natural
forms, landscapes and still
life. Down the middle of the
hall, were student textile
books which were exciting
and well arranged. Their
books included lots of
interesting ideas as well as
perfectly executed designs
and samples. They had done
work in lots of different
artists’ styles which showed a
wide variety of knowledge.
I also loved the different
lamps created by Design &
Technology students - a truly
inspirational experience!
Jasmine Richards 8K
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Year 7 Bonding Trip to Croft Farm

On Friday, 5th October the
Year 7s had a day trip
to Croft Farm. We took
part in various activities
including canoeing, orientteering,
inflatables,
archery and pedal carting.
Canoeing
was
quite
difficult but was eventful
and entertaining. The
orienteering activity was
very adventurous, as we
had to run around the
farm try to find the right
stamps. We received a
map of the farm and we
got a number. The number
directs you to a place on
the map. The archery
required extreme focus
and skill. We enjoyed this
activity the most. Pedal –
carting was an exciting
experience which needed
fast thinking and lots of
effort. The Inflatables were
a lot of fun especially the
sumo wrestling: to watch
and to join in.
Over all Croft Farm was
awesome
experience,
which we would do again.
Tilly Walters, 7K
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We’re making communication easier, faster and more effective
I’m pleased to advise that we’ve introduced a new service - School Gateway. This means that we can
share information such as personalised lesson and exam timetables, achievements and assessment
results with parents more quickly via email, text, online and smartphone app. You can also use the
app or website to receive key news and updates from the school, view and let us know of any
updates to your own details and send information to us our attendance officer.
What you need to do now
Download the app: If you have a smartphone, please download School Gateway from your app store
(Android and iPhone). The app shows the same information as the website PLUS you can send app
messages to the school for FREE (for example updates to attendance) – this will also save the school
money when we send text messages.
OR
Visit the website: www.schoolgateway.com and click on ‘New User’. You’ll receive a text message
with a PIN number. Use this PIN to login to School Gateway.
Can’t activate your account?
If you’re having trouble activating your School Gateway account, it may be because school doesn’t
have your current email and mobile phone number on record. Please call us on 01452 543335 or
email office@hsfg.organd we’ll update the details on our system.
We hope that you will find School Gateway a valuable way to keep up to date.

Tuesday 20 November
Friday 30 November
Tuesday 4 December
Tuesday 11 December
Friday 21 December

4.30-7.30 pm - Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening
INSET Day
7.30 pm - Charity Concert at Gloucester Cathedral in aid of
Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Support Service
4.30-7.30 pm – Year 10-13 Targeted Parents’ Consultation Evening
10.00 am - Christmas Carol Concert at Gloucester Cathedral
1.30 pm - Last day of Term 2

Collection of Students for Appointments
The school operates safeguarding procedures and takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously. Therefore, we would be extremely grateful if parents/carers would abide by the procedures
set out for all students in the main school.
Any student, who needs to leave the school site during the day must be collected by a parent/carer
or named individual for that student, from the MAIN RECEPTION. Students will need to sign out at
the Well-being Centre and they will be taken to meet a parent/carer in reception. Please be aware
that we cannot make any exceptions to this procedure for any student in Years 7-11.
Please make sure that we hold up-to-date details for your daughter/son. Please remember that only
the contacts detailed on your daughter’s/son’s data sheet can collect them from school. You can
also email office@hsfg.org at any time with new telephone numbers or email addresses or log in to
your School Gateway account to make changes.
Parents/carers are also requested not to park on school grounds when collecting daughters/sons
for appointments.

Year 7-11 Student Absence Line: 01452 543335 (Press 1 when prompted and leave a
message) or email: absence@hsfg.org
Sixth Form Student Absence Line: 01452 543335 (choose the option to report
Sixth Form absence) or email: sixthformabsence@hsfg.org
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INVEST DAY 1 – October 2018
Year 7 DEAL
The day started by the teachers telling us the plans
for the day: an investigation to enhance our DEAL
skills and to work as a team.
We then headed to our separate classrooms and
began the first activity of the day - making our
wanted posters to enter the competition.
We then went to complete another activity. Our
group went to the science lab to participate in a
thrilling investigation. We completed two activities;
flame, where we had seven white substances and the
substance found at the crime scene. We had to dip
the splint into the water and then into the substance.
Next, we had to hold the splint with the white
powder on in the flame of the Bunsen Burner and
record in our booklets what colour it turned. We then
had another experiment where we put the white
powders into a test tube. We then added 5cm of
acid into the test tube to see what happened. We
then lit a splint using the Bunsen Burner and put it
into the test tube, if it went out it had carbon dioxide
in, we also recorded this in our booklets.
After break, for the next two hours we concentrated
on finishing the rest of our booklets; which included
trying to match fingerprints and footprints to the
ones at the crime scene. It also involved translating a
French note into English. The next part of this crime
investigation was to solve some puzzling math
questions to complete our investigation.
After this we had to piece together all of our
information that we had collected and using it we
had to decide who we thought was the culprit or
culprits and write it in our booklets.
This was the end of
our DEAL investigation.
Millie Baldwin,
Annabel Blackwell,
Hannah Maughfling
and Pavneet Harrar,
Year 7
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INVEST DAY 1 – October 2018
Year 8 Cyber Day
9th October 2018 was Ada Lovelace day, a day that celebrates the contribution women make to all things
Computer Science and Cyber internationally. So our response was to allow Year 8 to experience various
activities based around technology. Ranging from how cyber threats could effect a Nuclear Power station to
coding Ohbots to talk and sense movement, the girls undertook tasks in a carousel. They were able to use PITop’s to code Minecraft building, coded Raspeberry Pi’s, whilst also researching how information online could
allow people to track someone. Groups also practised communication skills defusing virtual bombs, coded
LED cubes to write messages and learnt
about safety online and how Apps are kept
secure and what information to give.
Our thanks go to NCSC, GCHQ, Northop
Grumman, Raytheon UK, Lockheed Martin,
EDF Energy, Deep3, Cyber Security
Associates, SW Regional Cyber Crime Unit,
University of Gloucestershire and Ohbots for
their support and for running a full, varied,
fun and enlightening day.
Some Quotes from feedback:
“The day was very crazy and fun at the same
time. I loved how a cube could be
programmed by being connected to a
computer and I was also shocked at the
amount of information you can get just by
stealing somebody's phone. it was very fun
for a change and i liked how different the
activities were.”
“I may want to become an online police
officer.”
Mrs Shaw
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INVEST DAY 1 – October 2018
Year 9 History Trip to Black Country Museum
On Tuesday 9th October, Year 9 visited the Black Country
Living Museum in Dudley. It is a museum with old artefacts,
replicas and re-enactments of how it would have been in the
1800s. We had an activity packed day including: exploring
the dark mine, seeing Thomas Newcommen’s steam pump,
learning about women chain makers, seeing some of the
original remedies made by Mr Doo the pharmacist and
finding out the differences between rich and poor houses.
Highlights included experiencing how strict the schools were
through a roleplay everyone was involved in and using some
of the old toys that children used to have, racing up and
down the street with the ball and hoop and skipping over
the rope together. Over all the day was very enjoyable and
we’d like to thank Mr Hathaway for organising the trip.
Elizabeth Sahada and Chloe Lawrence, Year 9
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INVEST DAY 1 – October 2018
Art Textiles Trip to London
Victoria and Albert Museum: Fashioned from Nature
- We visited the first UK exhibition to explore the
complex relationship between fashion and nature
from 1600 to the present day. An eye-opening
exhibition, which provided garments, constructed
from a huge variety of sources. The exhibition
presented fashionable dress alongside natural history
specimens, innovative new fabrics and dyeing
processes, it was great to think about the materials
of fashion and the sources of our clothes. We viewed
clothing from a variety of designers, such as Stella
McCartney, Bruno Pieters and Calvin Klein. Vivienne
Westwood was also showcasing her 'Climate
Revolution' collection to advertise the need for
sustainable fashion with 'Mend more, Bin less'. It was
really interesting to see how and what clothes were
made from. Grass Roots Fashion was fantastic to see,
as it provided an insight into future sustainable
items. Diana Scherer trains the roots of plants to
grow in intricate structures, creating 3D textiles.
When the roots are fully grown, she removes them
from the soil and cuts off the plant stems. The pieces
she produces are not yet wearable, but do hint at a
potential future for sustainable fashion which we can
grow from the ground.
Once we visited the V&A we walked to Kings Road to
visit the Saatchi Gallery. We were lucky enough to
view Penumbra: Textured Shadow, Coloured Light.
This was a major new exhibition bringing together
new three-dimensional works by artist Rashid Khalifa.
His London debut invites the viewer to experience
the beauty of textured shadows and light cast
through polychromatic metal structures. The
opportunity to view contemporary works was
fantastic as it will enable us to add inspiration from
this in to our own work.

It is a museum with old artefacts, replicas and re-enactments of how it would have been in the 1800s.
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Dissection Club
Ella and I both study A-level Biology, and we’re both hoping
to pursue Biology-heavy degrees at University, so what
better way to inspire and pass on a love of Biology to
younger students than allowing them to explore it hands-on
for themselves? The idea for the pair of us to run dissection
club came after an open-evening where we gave
demonstrations for prospective parents to the school on the
dissection of an ox heart and lungs, and we loved seeing
how young students were fascinated by seeing in ‘real-life’
the insides of an organism. Often, students find it hard to
visualise and appreciate the complexity of the human and
animal body - simply seeing simplified drawings in textbooks, which don’t allow them to explore all aspects of an organ. Dissection Club allows students to build
on their knowledge from the classroom, and it facilitates their own natural curiosity into the inner-workings
of organisms.
“I came to dissection club on Wednesday. It was very
interesting and interactive, as we have to dissect sheep
hearts, and explore the different parts of them.
We were instructed how to cut open the heart, and how to
recognise the different valves and chambers. Ella and Rhian
were very helpful, overseeing our work. Overall, I really
enjoyed Dissection Club and will definitely go again!” Isla
McAusland, Year 8
Due to the wonderful response to our email to work out
interest from students, we decided to run two sessions in
order to cater for the large number of people who wanted to
be involved, and on both weeks, we dissected sheep hearts.
The sessions started with a brief overview of the heart as an organ, and its function in the body, which was
aimed at all key stages, as we had all year groups from 7 to 12. Then Ella and I did a demonstration of how
to dissect the heart, as well as explaining what the students were looking for, focusing mostly on the
thicknesses of different walls in the heart, and the presence of valves to prevent the backflow of blood.
Then we let the students loose! In groups, they were given a sheep’s heart, and under supervision, we let
them carry out the dissection for themselves.
“I really enjoyed the lamb heart dissection, during GCSE we learnt about the heart, so it was really fun to see
what I still knew when dissecting a heart. My friend and I were in a group with some year 7s who were
showing great interest in the dissection, we showed them what we knew about the heart and helped them
understand. Rhian and Ella were excellent at explaining where each part of the heart is and were really
helpful if you had any questions.” Emily Riley, Year 12
“This week at dissection club we dissected a heart. I really enjoyed it and it was good to be able to put what
we had learnt in the classroom into practice. The session began with some sixth formers showing us what to
do and then we were able to try it out ourselves. We were able to spend about 20 minutes dissecting the
heart ourselves and finding out about it. Overall it was a valuable experience and I thoroughly enjoyed
myself.“ Beth Candish, Year 11
“I enjoyed dissection club very much as we were let loose with the cutting and feeling of the heart it didn’t
feel like we were under pressure to get it right. I also managed to learn new things because we were given
explanations that were scientific and understandable. I could tell everyone that attended was engrossed in
the interesting dissection. Thank you for letting me experience something I won’t forget.” Hannah Biwalkar,
Year 7
The enthusiasm and passion of the students was wonderful to see, and the thoughtful questions were really
thoroughly enjoyable to answer. We both look forward to future sessions, which will include a diverse range
of organs to learn about!
Rhian Pembridge and Ella Stokes, Year 13
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Art & Design Residential
In July 2018, I took part in a Year 12 university residential where I spent the week living in university halls,
experiencing a variety of courses and meeting loads of new people. Choosing to do the Art & Design
courses, I took part in workshops for Illustration, Fine Art, Photography and Fashion - which were all great!
There were also other courses such as Business, Media and Social Science. As well as doing workshops, we
went bowling, had a quiz night and had a UV party. During the week we also had talks about university,
finance and the experience of current and past students - this was very helpful and opened my eyes to the
opportunities there are at university. The week was such good fun and even though I went without
knowing anyone, I made loads of new friends and am now really looking forward to university. I would
definitely recommend applying next year if you are Year 12 as it was really enjoyable and best of all,
completely free!
Lucy Letzer, Year 13

YPO School Arts Competition
Congratulations to Poppy Birkby who is the Secondary Category Winner of the 2018 YPO schools Art
Competition.
Also, Rukhsh Arif is one of the Second Category runners-up.
YPO is a supplier for schools and has a large range of Art materials. The artwork will be published in their
catalogue. This year saw record-breaking entries with over 300 entries from all over the country from
children of all ages.
As a result, both have won the department YPO vouchers and Poppy also won herself a hamper of YPO Art
Goodies.
Also congratulations to these students who made the final shortlist.
Joel Loader, Rebecca Depner, Emilia Earnshaw, Lucy Taylor, Caitlin Wild, Renjitha Michael, Polly Saunders,
Aaisha Hassan, Emily Mainwaring, Jess Hedley, Lily Mountford, Rachel Hopkins and Isla Lawson.
Miss Roberts

Rukhsh Arif,
left and
Poppy Birkby
right.

Student Medical and Non-Medical Appointments – Forms
Parents/carers should fill out a medical form for all emergency doctor and orthodontist appointments.
Non-medical forms should be filled in for holiday requests, music exams and any other non-medical reason.
Both forms are available here. A week or more’s notice should be given if possible. Forms can be filled in
and emailed to office@hsfg.org
Hard copies are also available from reception and the Well-being Centre.
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The Big Draw – Year 8 Students produced this artwork during Open Evening
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PLEASE NOTE: All payments
for trips, clubs and activities
must be made via Parent
Pay.
The
school no
longer accepts cheques or
cash. We have been expanding the use of ParentPay
for permission slips, school fund donations and
payment options for upcoming events. We also
expect over time to extend this to catering.
ParentPay is far more secure for both school and
parents as a means of making payments, especially
as it gives an immediate receipt and confirmation of
payments. It also allows us to fairly offer trips with
limited capacity on a “first come, first served” basis.
Over 90% of families are already using ParentPay on
a regular basis. For those who need to sign up, feel
free to email finance@hsfg.org for login details,
advice and assistance.

Term Dates 2018-2019
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4
Term 5
Term 6

Wednesday 5 September –
Thursday 18 October 2018
Thursday 1 November – Friday 21
December 2018
Monday 7 January –
Friday 15 February 2019
Monday 25 February – Friday 5 April 2019
Tuesday 23 April – Friday 24 May 2019
Tuesday 4 June – Friday 19 July 2019

On-line School Shop
We now have the facility of an on-line school shop
on our website here (under parental information).
Parents/carers can pay for items on the shop with
a debit or credit card and students can pick up the
items within a couple of days from reception.

Contagious Diseases
Please can parents/carers let the school know
immediately if their daughter/son has contracted
a contagious disease? It is important that we are
aware of this so we can notify community
members accordingly.
Thank you in advance.

Parking
Please would parents/carers refrain
from parking on the zigzag or yellow
lines in front of the school at any time
during the day. Parking on these lines
endangers both pedestrians and cyclists.
At no time should parents/carers drive onto the
school site. We really do not want students to
be walking amongst moving vehicles, as this can
be dangerous. We would be grateful for your
support in this matter.

Lost Property
A large amount of items is lost each week within school. Please
encourage your daughter/son to look after their own property
(and seek to locate it rather than just buy a new one!) Whilst staff
will make every effort to return named items to students it is the
responsibility of all students to care for their possessions and seek
to locate lost items. Students’ property is brought into school at
their own risk. Our lost property system operates as follows:
 Students/staff should take found items to Student Services.
 Staff make every effort to check items for names and email
students to collect.
 At the end of each term (6 times a year) unclaimed items are
given to charity.
 Lost items, which are valuable, students, should ask at
reception as well as the Well-being Centre and inform their
Form Tutor/Progress and Well-being Co-ordinator who will
assist in locating the item.

Bad Weather - School
Closure Information
In the event of bad weather or other
reasons information on school closure
can be found on our website or Facebook:
www.hsfg.org or:
www.glosclosedschools.com
The information will also be available on
the local radio station. Please also check
the bus company websites for their
up-to-date information:
Bennetts: www.bennettscoaches.co.uk
Willetts: www.willettsofyorkley.co.uk
Aston Coaches:
www.astoncoachesltd.com
Marchants: www.marchants-coaches.com

PE Kit
Please also make sure all PE kit is labelled, including the bag.
Trainers should be predominately white with no Velcro and no
black trainers please.
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Can you help?

GCSE & A Level Examination Certificates

As a part of our careers curriculum, we want to
ensure our students are prepared for the Further
Education and the working world. As a part of
our programme, we provide mock interviews to
all year 11 students. Every year we are extremely
grateful to the people from industry and parents
who give up their time in order to provide this
opportunity.
If you are new to the school or feel you would be
willing and able to get involved in being a 'mock
interviewer', we would be pleased if you were to
make contact with us. Please contact Mrs King
(kingr@hsfg.org) who is co-ordinating the event
this year.

GCSE and A Level certificates should be available to
collect mid-November, from reception. A notice
will be put on the home page of our website, so
please keep an eye out for this.

Congratulations to Eden Gough in Year 7 who won
the World Challenge cake competition.

School Emails
Emails are sent out to parents/carers from
Miss Giblin one week and Progress and Wellbeing Co-ordinators the next. If you have not
been receiving these emails then please contact
Mrs Hayward at office@hsfg.org and your email
will be added to the appropriate year group’s
email or log in to School Gateway. Please check
your spam folder for school emails.
Miss Giblin’s emails are available on the Headteacher’s Blog on our website here.

Boys Rugby
The boys’ rugby team had their first fixture on 19th
September against Pates. As a school, we have
never beaten them and the windy conditions
meant it would be a tough game. The boys had
only had one training session prior to the match
but were ready for action. Pates went ahead in
the first half with a try but there was some great
play. The team pulled together and drew even.
Joe Meadows took our first try. With 5 minutes to
go the teams were 3
tries a piece but due to
DRHS being able to
convert their tries they
finally came away with
a win.
Well done to all
concerned.
Mrs King
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Term 2 (2018)
Thursday, 1st November
Monday, 5th November
Tuesday, 6th November
Wednesday, 7th November
Monday, 12th November
Year 10 German
Wednesday, 14th November
Thursday, 15th November
Friday, 16th November

Monday, 19th November
Tuesday, 20th November
Thursday, 22nd November
Monday, 26th November
Wednesday, 28th November
Friday, 30th November
Monday, 3rd December
Tuesday, 4th December

Friday, 7th December
Monday, 10th December
Tuesday, 11th December
Wednesday, 12th December
Monday, 17th December
Wednesday, 19th December
Friday, 21st December

Term 2 begins. This is Week 2.
Week 1
PTA AGM in school hall 7.30 pm
Senior Maths Challenge
Governors’ HR and Pastoral Committee Meeting – 6.00 pm
Week 2
Exchange in Gloucester (until 19th)
U14 County Hockey (Year 9)
Full Governors’ Board Meeting - 6.00 pm
Maths Inspiration trip (Years 11/12)
U13 County Hockey (Years 7/8)
Children in Need
PTA Christmas Fayre – 6.30 pm
Week 1
Year 9 Swiss Exchange leaves (returns 27th)
Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening 4.30-7.30 pm
Year 11 Practice Interviews
Week 2
Chelsea’s Choice for Year 9 at 2.15 pm
Superdry Hit Squad 1.15-2.15 pm
Governors’ Business Management Committee – 6.00 pm
INSET Day (Staff in only)
Week 1
EPQ Presentations
Rehearsals for musicians at Cathedral (am)
Charity Concert in Gloucester Cathedral - 7.30 pm
Wednesday, 5th December EPQ Presentations
Full Governors’ Committee Meeting – 6.00 pm
Oxford Talk to Years 11/12
PTA Disco for Years 7 and 8 – 7.00-9.00 pm
Week 2
RS A Level Masterclass
Year 10-13 Targeted Parents’ Evening – 4.30-7.30 pm
Christmas Lunch in Dining Room and Christmas Jumper Day 2018
Week 1
INVEST Day 2 – House Drama
Christmas Carol Service in Gloucester Cathedral - 10.00 am
Term 2 ends at 1.30 pm

Monday, 24th December 2018 – Friday, 4th January 2018 - Christmas Break

We Discover, Realise, Honour and Shape
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