High School News
Issue 3: February 2018

Dear Parents/Carers
I do hope you are all enjoying a rejuvenating half term. These breaks are essential for students and staff
to recharge their batteries ready for challenges and adventures of the new term.
In reflecting on the content of this newsletter, I am filled with an immense pride in our community. The
many and varied opportunities we engage in each term remind me of why I am involved in education
and why our school is such an extraordinary place to be.
The education we provide is not just about outcomes. Our timetabled lessons are only part of the
learning journey for our students. At the High School they benefit from a holistic education.
Qualifications will open the doors but we prepare them for after they have walked through.
Outstanding organisations are built on ethos. Better people make better leaders. To quote a former
Saracens CEO (sorry Gloucester fans) "If you take great people, treat them unbelievably well, they will
deliver great results, it really is that simple." This defines us at the High School. Providing experiences
like competing at local and national level in sporting and music events, maths challenge and the All Fired
Up course and listening to their views through year group forums to establish ways of improving our
school ensures we take ‘great people [and] treat them unbelievably well’. Helping them become better
people and to develop as leaders. Our students are prepared and qualified to take on the next step of
their learning. Empowered to take responsibility, to support and nurture others, to reflect on and
recognise their contribution to their world.
This ethos stems from our staff. We seek to model the
behaviours and skills we wish to develop in our students. We
look after each other because continual learning, whilst utterly
enjoyable, is a challenge. We punctuate our days with random
acts of kindness and it drives us on. Through our 'Secret
Friend' initiative, we are given a colleague to anonymously
look out for. It is the talk of the staff room and finding the
occasional surprise gift in your pigeon hole brightens so many
of our days! I received a random act of kindness this week: At
the end of a busy term, my day was brightened by these
beautiful flowers. They arrived on my desk with a simple note
that read 'Keep smiling'. So I did.
Enjoy this newsletter and the many more to come. They
celebrate what it is to be part of our community and what
makes the High School for Girls and Sixth Form so special.
Best wishes,

Miss Giblin
Headteacher
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Well done girls!
The following girls in Year 7 have won a song
writing competition organised by the
Cheltenham Trust, Gloucestershire Music and the
Song Writing Charity. The competition is part of a
project that reflects on the 100th anniversary of
the end of the First World War in 2018. The girls
composed a melody to accompany two verses by
Ivor Gurney.
Their melody will be developed into a
professional song that will be part of a special
anniversary concert at The Cheltenham Town
Hall on Thursday, 25th October 2018.
Olivia Nelmes, Isabel Beveridge, Hannah
Woodland, Freya Harman and Mae Gleadow
Quick.

Well done girls on coming third in the zone finals
of English Schools’ Table Tennis Competition in
Birmingham. They were extremely close games!
Well done Sofia Moran-Casanova, Mary Pang,
Sophie Mutlow and Becky Greenough.

Well done to our senior netball team who took
part in the Regional Round of the National
Schools’ Championships 2017/18 in Bournemouth
on Saturday 27 January. The girls were a credit to
HSFG! Write-up on page 4.

Well done Rachel!
Rachel Egan in 9QA won the 500 metre sprint for
the Year 9 girls at the British Indoor Rowing
Championships which were held at the Olympic
Velodrome last year on 9th December. She won by
just over a second with a time of 1 minute 44.5
seconds. She was one of 69 competitors, so a
great achievement.
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Royal Institution of Mathematics Masterclasses
Last term, the school was asked to select three
Year 9 students to take part in some master
classes organised by the Royal Institution of
Mathematics.
So, between October and December, Vinuji
Gomes, Abigail McCarthy-Lush and I attended
the classes on nine Saturday mornings at
Balcarras School in Cheltenham.
We did a variety of mathematics including
juggling-theory and practice, code making and
breaking, unbeatable dice and lots more.
We learnt a great deal and we even had
discussions about e and i, the square root of
negative one.
It was very enlightening and we all
thoroughly enjoyed it.
Becky Greenough 9QB

House Art Results
Here are the results for house art:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mynd – (Catherine Barritt, Year 9) - 50 points
Hartland – (Louise Arminio, Year 8) - 40 points
Bearland – (Ella Bowman, Year 9) - 30 points
Barwell – (Maryam Hussain, Year 8) - 20 points
Kynebuurga – (Jasmine Richards, Year 7) - 10
points.

The winning art work is
available on the photo
gallery on the website
here.
This is one of the winning
entries from Catherine in
Year 9.

British Olympiad

In late January, the annual Biology Olympiad
competition took place. This year we have
entered two students, whose account of the
event you can read below. We must wait until
next term, to find out how they did, but I would
like to thank them both for giving up their free
time to participate.
Mr Scott
Sophie Ellis’s comment:
The Biology Olympiad consisted of two, 45
minute online multiple choice papers on a
mixture of all of the topics from the A level
biology course. This meant that I hadn’t been
taught some of the content which is always
interesting! However, I really enjoyed having an
educated guess at some of the questions which I
had learnt nothing about and this perhaps made
me approach them in a slightly different way to
how I would have done so otherwise. Luckily, lots
of the topics, such as genetics, were covered at
GCSE and so many of the basic principals were
the same. The Olympiad was also a welcome
revision tool for the whole A Level Biology
course, as Year 13 mocks are soon coming up
after Half Term!
Joel Loader’s comment:
This Biology Olympiad was a great way to test
myself on all areas on Year 12 and 13 Biology. It
challenged my fundamental understanding of
each topic and science as a whole, with
questions requiring me to pick and choose from
all areas of my knowledge to find the answer or
have as good as guess as possible. I enjoyed the
variety of question as it kept me on my toes and
every question had to be worked out. From these
two tests, it has highlighted for me areas that I
need to look back at, areas where I have solid
understanding and it was more fun than just
another past paper.
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Year 8 Geography Project – Italy
Year 8 have been studying Italy since Christmas and their assessment was to produce a creative
presentation of Italy’s key features. There were some outstanding pieces of work and fantastic effort.

Well done!
Congratulations to Anna Bowman, Alice Todd, Imogen
Slater and Anna Slater for getting through to the final
round of the Rotary Young Musician competition. We
look forward to hearing how you get on 25th February.

Sports Hall Competitions
During October, November and December, the Gloucestershire
Sportshall Championships (a three-part indoor athletics competition)
was held. Georgia Webb, representing Cheltenham Harriers, and Leigh
Phillips representing the Forest of Dean Athletics Club, both competed
in the competition. The field events included standing long jump, shot
putt and speed bounce. The track events were made up of relays and
time trials which included 1, 2 and 4 lap time trials, along with an 8 lap
paarlauf (pair run). For each event, athletes could collect points for their team, but also an overall
individual score. At the final competition, which took place shortly after we broke up for Christmas, the
final awards were given out. Medals were given to the top three highest scoring teams in each category.
(We were both in the U15 girls’ category). In this category the Cheltenham A team came 1st, with the
Forest A team coming a close 2nd. Shields were given to the top 3 highest scoring individuals in each
category. Georgia came 1st, with Leigh coming 2nd. The leader of the sports hall events, Elliot Prince, also
had to make a selection for who he was going to take to represent Gloucestershire at the county
competition, taking place at Paignton in March. We both successfully made the team and are looking
forward to competing against Avon, Devon and Dorset in March. It will be a tough competition, but we
are hoping to do our best!
By Leigh Phillips and Georgia
Webb, Year 9
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Dissection Club with Sophie Ellis, Sixth Former
For 2 weeks only, on 26th January and 2nd February, Dissection Club
made its return - this time with sheep eyeballs and a pig’s head. As
normal, these were received with great enthusiasm by all who
attended - despite the eyeball dissection being part of the Year 8
biology syllabus! The students were able to watch me dissect an
eyeball and then had a go themselves - with almost an eyeball each
- and were able to have a feel of the different aspects of the head.
For the pig’s head dissection, it was already cut in half but I
managed to remove the brain and eyeball and cut into the ear to
show the students the small size of the ear canal. Dissection club
really tests my own knowledge and communication skills and it is
great to see my excitement and enthusiasm mirrored on other
students’ faces at the prospect of getting to dissect specimens.
Unfortunately, due to the pressures of A Levels, this will have been
the last one for this academic year, however, I have really enjoyed
running them over the past two years and I’m sure the skills I have
gained will help me through vet school!
Students’ comments: The pig’s head dissection was an amazing
learning experience! It started out with a simple question and answer with the younger students who
were amazed to see a real pig’s head, and showing them where the tongue would have been, the mouth
and the teeth, and then the brain. One student asked, ‘Are pigs stupid?’ and Sophie was able to explain to
them that due to the high number of folds of the brain, there were many neurons, and therefore pigs
were relatively intelligent animals, and once the different parts of the brain were removed, she could
show how on the outside, the brain of a pig looked rather similar to that of a human. The dissection was
of particular interest to me because it demonstrated part of the Year 13 syllabus to me, and also because
of the anatomy side of it; I’m aiming for a career as a doctor, and so the knowledge of the inner workings
of an animal (even if not human) is of great value to me! Overall, the whole dissection was really
interesting, and something I look forward to continuing next year! [Rhian Pembridge].
Emily Riley: I was only able to make the last session of Dissection Club, but it was so good. I learnt more
about pigs specifically and was able to connect what we’ve learnt in lessons about the human brain to the
pig brain. As we have studied the brain and the eye for our GCSE syllabus it was interesting to see them,
even if they were from a pig and not a human!
Akhila Pasupuleti: Dissection Club provides a fascinating look into the animal anatomy that correlates
well with student studies, even though I was only able to come to the last session. I thoroughly enjoyed
looking at the pig’s head as I was able to link it back to my knowledge of the human brain that we studied
in class for our GCSE syllabus. I particularly take interest in learning about the inner workings of the
human and animal and it was therefore something that I was able to look forward to, I am eagerly waiting
for the next year!
Rebecca Greenough: Even though I could only go to the sheep’s eye dissection, I learnt so much - for
example that the lens can be used to magnify writing on a newspaper. This experience was very enjoyable
as it helped grow our knowledge of the eye and other parts of the body. Overall, it was a fantastic
lunchtime and I would love to go to Dissection Club next time.
Raina Lele: I enjoyed the experience and was fascinated by what I saw. I could only make it to the eye
dissection but that was something that I can never forget. Besides that, I learnt a lot about the structure of
an eye and how the size of the pupil varies within different animals. For example, I learnt that the sheep’s
eye has a large pupil and it is a rectangular shape, whereas our eyes have a circular pupil.
Sophie Methven: The Dissection Club was fun and I enjoyed it a lot! I only managed to come to the
sheep’s eyeball dissection but I learnt a lot and it has helped me with my lessons on the eye. I loved
getting to find out how the eye worked and it was overall a great experience and I would definitely do it
again.
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The U16 Netball Team - National Schools’ Championships 2017/18 in Bournemouth
The U16 HSFG netball team is one of the best that the
High School has ever seen, and the girls in the team
proved this by being the first HSFG team to get
through to regionals in years.
On Friday 26 January the girls left school early for a
long minibus journey down to Bournemouth. They
arrived in the evening and went to Nandos to
celebrate Natalie Sodzi’s 16th birthday in style. That
night the girls sorted their dresses and had an early
night, preparing themselves for the competition to
follow.
The team’s first match was against Talbot Heath, a
team from Dorset. This was a very well contested
match, with shooter Lucy Griffin on fire, however, partially due to the cold and rainy weather, but also to
their great pressure, we lost 5-7. Next up was a team from Somerset, called King’s College. This was a
very well drilled team. Due to great defensive pressure, however, from Remi, Nat and Scarlett the girls
managed to steal the match, winning 7-3. Our third match was against Truro School, from Cornwall.
Despite some strong through court by Harriet and Antonia, the girls were unable to win against this very
fluent team. Now the girls could have a 45-minute break to refuel and think team tactics before their next
game against KES, Bath. This was a very close match, but thanks to some incredible attacking play from
Elissa and Rachel, the team managed to steal their second win! Next up was Torquay Girls. Unfortunately,
in the middle of the game there was a long break, due to a misunderstanding over whose centre pass it
was, and at the end it was a draw!

This was upsetting for the girls, who were disappointed due to how hard they had worked but the head
official said there was nothing they could do about it. Our last game was against Marlborough College, a
team who trains probably 4 or 5 times together a week. Unfortunately, their first half was too impressive
for the girls and even with some awesome shooting by Jess and Jemima, we couldn’t get back into the
game, losing 4-7.
In the end, we finished equal ninth in the South West. To put this in perspective, we drew with Millfield
School, whose netball teams train together almost every day. We would like to thank Mrs King, Mrs
Simpson and Mrs Bird for giving up their weekends for us and to everyone for the support we got for this
amazing two days.
Harriet Sanderson, Year 11
Page 6 of 18 - High School for Girls’ Newsletter – Issue 3 – February 2018

The PTA wishes to thank parents for their £1200 donation ...
Congratulations and thanks to the top five HSFG PTA Easy Fundraising contributors. They have together
raised over £600, and since we started fundraising in this way, our donors have all helped raise £1,239.31
for the school. Those small donations of 1.5% from Amazon may look insignificant and not worth doing,
but they soon add up!
1.
4.

Trudy C.
Linda B.

£150.95
£94.47

2.
5.

Elaine H.
Helen S.

£137.18
£84.65

3.

Wendy G.

£137.07

Shopping Online?
We would love to make this a major part of our school fundraising and if more of you could sign up, it
could really work for us. In addition, you would know that all your online shopping is indirectly helping the
school. Don’t worry about your anonymity, the only information we receive about our donors is the name
you choose to be recognised by and the donations we receive from your retailers. It doesn’t generate a
tonne of spam emails either, so it really is hassle free.
You too can help to boost HSFG PTA funds by connecting to your selected online retailer via
easyfundraising.com. The service is FREE to the charitable cause and donations are made at NO EXTRA
COST to you – the money comes from the retailer.
Donations (typically 1 – 5 %) available from Amazon, Argos, GAME, Halfords, HMV, John Lewis, Lego,
Letterbox, M&S, Toys R Us, Waterstones and many more..
Steps to Easy Fundraising:
1. Sign up to support High School for Girls, Gloucester at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
2. Each time you shop online, remember to login to www.easyfundraising.org.uk then use the links on the
site to take you to your chosen retailer. If you install the donation reminder on your browser toolbar,
then getting to your shopping site is only two clicks away – much easier than typing into Google.
3. Shop as normal and make an effortless donation to school funds at no extra cost!

High School for Girls’ PTA

School Uniform Sale

in the School Hall
Thursday 22 February
3.30 – 4.30 pm
If you can’t make it to the uniform sale please
complete the form on our website and enclose
with cheque/cash in an envelope with your
daughter’s name, form and second-hand
uniform written on it.
The order will be given to your daughter, via the
Main Office, if available. No uniform will be sent
without payment.
Please bring in current outgrown uniform.
Please note that we have some brand new
uniform on offer, available only to those at the
sale. We only accept good condition, clean
and current uniform.
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Holocaust Memorial Day Assembly

On Monday 29 January, a group of Sixth Formers
delivered a poignant assembly to Year 9 to mark
this year's Holocaust Memorial Day.

The assembly explored the Power of Words in
overcoming prejudice, discrimination and genocide
and focussed on both the Holocaust and other
episodes of genocide during the past 100 years.
We were honoured to welcome staff and students
from the National Star College to witness the
handing over of a baton they had made to
commemorate the Holocaust to a representative
from the local Jewish Liberal Organisation.

Fired-up at Elmbridge Fire Station
On 25th, 29th and 30th January, 12 of us went to
Skillzone and Elmbridge Fire Station.
On the first day we went to Skillzone and learned
about safety in a range of ways. Some of the
things we learnt about were:
Water safety, building sites, dark alleys, net
safety, home safety and transport safety.
On the second day, we went to the nearby fire
station to continue our fired up course. First we
ran through some drills and got given numbers
which we used throughout. We then played some
team building games to get used to working
together. Then, before we used the hoses we
learned how to unwind them and pack them
away. We shot the hoses at the cars, cleaned up
and then went back to school.

On the third day, we went to the fire station
again, and then we watched some videos about
car and fire safety. Then we moved onto the best
part of the three days when we were allowed to
go back outside and use the hoses and spray each
other, and try to 'save a baby' by keeping it dry.
After we had done all this, we went back to
school and ended the events of the three days
tired but happy.
Alix King, Year 9
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Black Country Museum – December
On Thursday 7th December, Year 9 students
visited The Black Country Museum as part of
their Industrial Revolution topic in History.
We began the day with a trip down the mine in
groups of 20. We listened to audio clips in the
dark describing the conditions for workers in the
mines in the mid nineteenth century. After, we
got the chance to look around the living village
with refurbished houses from that era to see
how people would have lived and how the Black
Country got its name.
Then we got to have lunch and free time to look
around the variety of confectionary, food,
clothing and household shops.
Next it was our school's slot in the schoolhouse.
Inside, we had to recite the alphabet backwards,
know our 12 x table by heart and write on a
tablet using the hooks and hangers method. We
were punished for having unclean hands, the
wrong footwear or not being able to answer a
question by standing in a corner or even being
caned! We had to address the teacher as sir and
had to remain silent when he talked. We learnt
lots and were definitely grateful for how schools
have changed since then!

To finish the day, we looked around the Inn and
others shops that we hadn't seen. As a whole,
despite the cold weather, we had a good day
and learnt lots to add to our assessments on the
Industrial Revolution and Victorian era.

PLEASE NOTE: From January
2018, all payments for trips, clubs
and activities must be made
through ParentPay. The school
will no longer accept cheques or cash payments.
We have been expanding the use of ParentPay
for permission slips, school fund donations and
payment options for upcoming events. We also
expect over time to extend this to catering.
ParentPay is far more secure for both school and
parents as a means of making payments,
especially as it gives an immediate receipt and
confirmation of payments. It also allows us to
fairly offer trips with limited capacity on a “first
come, first served” basis. Over 90% of families
are already using ParentPay on a regular basis.
For those who need to sign up, feel free to email
Finance@hsfg.org for login details, advice and
assistance.

Lost Property
A large amount of items are lost each week within
school. Please encourage your daughter/ son to look
after their own property (and seek to locate it rather
than just buy a new one!) Whilst staff will make
every effort to return named items to students it is
the responsibility of all students to care for their
possessions and seek to locate lost items. Students’
property is brought to school at their own risk. Our
lost property system operates as follows:
 Students/staff should take found items to
Student Services.
 Staff make every effort to check items for names
and email students to collect.
 At the end of each term (6 times a year)
unclaimed items are given to charity.
 Lost items which are valuable, students should
ask at reception as well as Student Services and
inform their Form Tutor/Year Co-ordinator who
will assist in locating the item.

Year 9 enjoyed their INVEST Day trip to the
Natural History Museum in London.

Amy Young
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Architecture final pieces by Year 11 for their mock exam, based on Gloucester Cathedral.
Natural forms based prints created by Year 10 in a print workshop day for INVEST day.
Painting and charcoal drawing workshops also by Year 10 on INVEST day.
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Geography – Year 9 – Dragon’s Den
9SA's Lesson 2 of Dragons Den presentations from:
 Food for Thought - Charity chocolate sold to send agricultural
resources to Nigeria
 Hope - Jigsaw key rings to improve literacy and education rates in
Burundi
 Care 4 kids - Ethical jewellery created to raise funds for orphans in
Uganda
 Bounce Back - Stationery created in order to raise the profile of
Burkino Faso, with the money raised to be embedded into grass
roots projects to improve education rates.

Fun music lessons in Year 7 – learning how to spell musical words and learning to read notation.
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More amazing artwork ….
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U15 Cricket match report – 30 January 2018
HSFG vs Newent
Despite a lively effort from Newent School, HSFG came out on top; a great performance considering
it was the first match we had played together as a team.
Led by Captain Betsy Mangan, HSFG started off batting and came away with a total of 106 runs and
no wickets conceded! Katie scored an amazing 18 runs, HSFG’s top scorer closely followed by Grace
Matthews with 17.
At the changeover we headed out to field.
As a team, HSFG were very consistent bowlers, picking up 3 wickets between us. Rebecca Greenough
started with a brilliantly bowled final over. Katie also played very well as wicket keeper, blocking the
ball from reaching the boundary and keeping the score down.
Newent competed well, scoring 49 runs in total, but the difference in the end came down to team
performance. HSFG all contributed in the field and played (according to the umpire) one of the best
matches he’d seen!
We just had time for a short break before we were back on to face the next team…
HSFG vs Five Acres
Once again we were chosen to bat first. Five Acres had been able to watch us in the previous game
and had chosen their bowlers wisely. Regardless, HSFG batted well only conceding 2 wickets and
bringing home a total of 89 runs. Both Betsy Mangan and Annabella Phipps-Castro scored 16 runs,
this time closely followed by Sophie Paulus with 15.
After a quick switch back onto the field we were ready to take the fight to the opposition!
Very quickly we began our come back with excellent bowling from the whole team and an impressive
penultimate over from Rebecca who quickly found her rhythm for bowling!
8 overs later and with more amazing keeping from Katie and some fantastic fielding efforts from
everyone we secured a well-deserved victory, beating Five Acres by a total of 44 runs.
Once again the final score was down to a great team effort. We look forward to our next competition
together!
Olivia Brock, 9QD
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Geography – Year 9 – Dragon’s Den
9GB's lesson 2 of Dragon's Den Presentations:
 AMCEE are working with Burundi to improve food
security. They brought in a selection of foods for
us to sample that they will sell in their charity cafe,
wore promotional t shirts and had created a
fantastic Burundi/vegan inspired cookbook to
support their presentation.
 Book Buddies are a bottom up charity which raise
funds to improve literacy rates and education.

Examples of Year 7 work for their DEAL Extended Learning Opportunity based on the
history of their chosen sport
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LRC News
The LRC year is as busy as ever with more to come
during the next few weeks.
The Carnegie Writers continue to meet with
Mrs Murran every month to discuss and develop
their writing skills. The Fandom Club is flourishing
on Mondays. During Tuesday lunchtimes, the LRC
is now reserved for the Year 9 Denner/Blue Coat
Book Award, of which more below, a new Year 7
Anime Drawing Club (run by Abi R in Year 7) and a
Year 10 Book Discussion Group (an offshoot of the
Fandom Club). Unfortunately, it means that the
LRC is closed to other users between 1.30-2.00 pm;
however, this does provide the opportunity for
reading and book related groups to flourish, which
is difficult to foster in the usual busy lunchtime
environment.
I still need somebody to take on the Origami Club, if
your son or daughter is interested in doing this.
We just enjoyed a long awaited wonderful visit
from the author Kate Maryon. She writes fiction
which usually has an issue at its core. She gave a
talk to the whole of Year 8 on INVEST Day, about
her life, her writing, changing your future, being
safe and keeping safe.
She then delivered
workshops on writing, sharing some great
techniques to imagine your characters, settings and
plots. She read to us from A Million Angels, the
story of a girl who wants to find a way to bring her
soldier Dad home from Afghanistan – it was a
pivotal scene and had us on the edge of our seats!
She also generously made herself available during
the students’ lunchbreak to talk about writing and
the issues she tackles in her books, as well as
reading students’ own work and commenting upon
it. A memorable day for students and staff alike!

(ours will soon appear on the HSFG website). The
students are preparing for a balloon debate in
March to draw up a shortlist of 5 books, which will
be promoted throughout both schools. Year 8s will
then also be involved in reading and promoting
their favourites.
If you’d like to read along with us, the books are as
follows:
Kwame Alexander – The Crossover
Sarah Carroll – The Girl In Between
Zana Fraillon – The Bone Sparrow
Claudia Gray – Defy the Stars
Penny Joelson – I Have No Secrets
Rachael Lucas – The State of Grace
Tony Mitton – Potter’s Boy
Philip Pullman – The Book of Dust
Kerr Thomson – The Rise of Wolves
Mark Twain – The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Author visit

The Denner/Blue Coat Book Award is a joint
initiative between STRS’s Librarian, Mrs Judith
Case, their English Department and ourselves at
HSFG. Teams of 20 Year 9 students at both schools
are reading through 10 books
reviews
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LRC News
During Book Week (March 3 to March 9) I will be
launching our second Battle of the Books
competition, open to House Teams in Years 7 and
8. Each team will have approximately 10 books to
read, and meet on a regular basis, to be ready for a
House Quiz in the Summer Term. House Points will
be given for both participation and quiz scores.
Please encourage your daughter to participate –
it’s an opportunity to read in depth and get to
know new people.
World Book Day will soon be here – a great
opportunity to celebrate reading of all kinds! The
LRC will run a variety of activities during Book
Week to encourage reading and engage nonreaders in trying out something new. Due to other
School events, we will be celebrating with the
traditional book character costume parade on
Thursday 8 March, rather than on World Book Day
itself, March 1.

The annual Scholastic Book Fair will be in School
from 15-22 March, with a wide variety of books for
our students. So, it’s time to save up that pocket
money! World Book Day £1 vouchers will be
distributed to Years 7 to 9, so that they may use
them at the Fair, to take money off a book, or take
them to their local bookshop to exchange for the
World Book Day books, published especially for the
occasion.

Your support of the Book Fair and the Scholastic
leaflets allows the LRC to invest in new wider
reading resources for our students – thank you.

The LRC Prefect Team continues to support the
LRC, keeping the shelves tidy and putting away
returned books. Their regular and reliable
attendance is very much appreciated. Thank you
to all of them for contributing to the LRC, enabling
others to use the resources much more easily.
At present, there’s a variety of displays up in the
LRC: the History Department’s Castles, Year 7 DEAL
History of Sport, the Art Department’s book
sculptures, Textiles’ book covers and (in honour of
our recent Open Evening) What the LRC Can Do For
Sixth Form Students. All make the environment
more visually interesting and showcase activities
throughout the School.
This term’s nonfiction recommendation comes
from Ms Sartore-Wallace: L’Histoire de France en
Bandes Dessinées, which she read during a long –
40 day – quarantine for chicken pox!

For those studying over the half term break, the
online resources, such as EBSCO, Massolit and
Emagazine are available at all times on the LRC’s
Google Site (Online Resources page). If students
cannot remember how to use these trustworthy
academic resources, they should come to ask me,
as I am always happy to share how to use them.
Ms C Cordall, Librarian
Follow the LRC on Twitter: @HSFG_LRC
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Collection of Students for Appointments
The school operates safeguarding procedures and
takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously. Therefore, we would be extremely grateful
if parents/carers would abide by the procedures set
out for all students in the main school.
Any student, who needs to leave the school site
during the day must be collected by a parent/carer
or named individual for that student, from the
MAIN RECEPTION. Students will need to sign out at
Student Services and they will be taken to meet a
parent/carer in reception. Please be aware that we
cannot make any exceptions to this procedure for
any student in Years 7-11.
Please make sure that we hold up-to-date details for
your daughter/son. Please remember that only the
contacts detailed on your daughter’s/son’s data
sheet can collect them from school. You can also
email office@hsfg.org at any time with new
telephone numbers or email addresses.
Parents/carers are also requested not to park on
school grounds when collecting daughters/sons for
appointments.

Year 7-11 Student Absence Line:
01452 543335
(Press 1 when prompted and leave a message) or email:

absence@hsfg.org
Sixth Form Student Absence Line:
01452 543335
(choose the option to report Sixth Form absence) or email:

sixthformabsence@hsfg.org

Winter Weather PE Lessons
As the weather turns much colder and wetter, please
ensure that your daughter is adequately prepared
for outdoor Physical Education lessons. The PE
Department is concerned that students do not
appear to have basic items such as sweatshirts and
tracksuit bottoms in their PE bags even when they
are having a double lesson outside. PE lessons will
usually take place whatever the weather, so your
daughter may get wet and cold during a lesson. We
would recommend that all students have a carrier
bag to put wet clothes in and also a small towel with
which to dry themselves. We are happy for students
to wear thermal layers under their kit if they are
going outside for PE lessons but they should ensure
that the colour of the thermal clothing matches their
shirt colour. Please make sure that PE kit (and all
other school uniform) is named over the holidays.
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Term Dates 2017-2018
Term 1: Wednesday, 6th September –
Wednesday, 18th October 2017
Term 2: Monday, 30th October –
Friday, 15th December 2017
Term 3: Tuesday, 2nd January –
Friday, 9th February 2018
Term 4: Monday, 19th February –
Wednesday, 28th March 2018
Term 5: Monday, 16th April – Friday, 25th May 2018
Term 6: Tuesday, 5th June –
Wednesday, 25th July 2018
Please don’t Google ‘HSFG Term Dates’. This takes
you to a non-HSFG website where the dates are
incorrect. Please always type in www.hsfg.org
Term dates are available under ‘Parental
information’.

Contagious Diseases
Please can parents/carers let the school know
immediately if their daughter/son has contracted a
contagious disease? It is important that we are
aware of this so we can notify community members
accordingly.
Thank you in advance.

School Emails
Emails are sent out to parents/
carers from Miss Giblin one week
and Year Co-ordinators the next.
If you have not been receiving
these emails then please contact
Mrs Hayward at office@hsfg.org
and your email will be added to
the appropriate year group’s
email. Please check your spam
folder for school emails.
Miss Giblin’s emails are available on the Headteacher’s Blog on our website here.

Bad Weather - School Closure Information

In the event of bad weather or other reasons
information on school closure can be found on our
website:
www.hsfg.org or:
www.glosclosedschools.com
The information will also be available on the local
radio station. Please also check the bus company
websites for their up-to-date information:
Bennetts: www.bennettscoaches.co.uk
Willetts: www.willettsofyorkley.co.uk
Aston Coaches: www.astoncoachesltd.com
Marchants:
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What’s on in Term 4 2017/18
Monday, 12th February - Friday, 16th February - Spring Break
Term 4 (2018)
Monday, 19th February
Term 4 begins. This is Week 1
th
Tuesday, 20 February
Full Governors’ Board Meeting – 6.00 pm
Wednesday, 21st February
Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 5.00 – 8.00 pm
nd
Thursday, 22 February
Second-hand uniform sale – 3.30 – 4.30 pm
th
Monday, 26 February
Week 2
Year 13 Mock Week
th
Monday, 5 March
Week 1
Year 10 German Exchange leave for Germany (returns 12th)
Tuesday, 6th March
INVEST Day 4
Thursday, 8th March
Year 9 Options’ Evening - 7.00 pm
th
Monday, 12 March
Week 2
PTA Committee Meeting - 7.30 pm
th
Tuesday, 13 March
Year 10 Spanish Exchange in Gloucester (returns 20th)
Monday, 19th March
Week 1
Year 9 Swiss Exchange in Gloucester (returns 26th)
Tuesday, 20th March
Year 13 Leavers’ Concert – 7.00 pm
st
Wednesday, 21 March
Years 12 & 13 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 5.00-8.00 pm
rd
Friday, 23 March
PGL Netball weekend (returns 25th)
PTA Quiz Night – 7.00 pm
th
Monday, 26 March
Week 2
HPV Vaccination 1 for Year 8 and HPV 2 for Year 9
Year 10 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 5.00-8.00 pm
th
Tuesday, 27 March
Years 11 & 13 Photographs – 2.00 pm
th
Wednesday, 28 March
Term 4 ends at 1.30 pm
th
Thursday, 29 March
Gold D of E assessment
Thursday, 29th March - Friday, 13th April - Easter Break
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