News
Issue 2: December 2017

Dear Parents/Carers
This last term has been extremely busy with a large number of events occurring, including the visit
of Professor Robert Winston to the school. This was a most prestigious event for the school and
more about his visit can be read about in this newsletter.
The Charity Concert was a great success with about a quarter of the school performing at this event.
There were many memorable performances, especially that of Zadok, the priest. It was difficult to
imagine that the majority of singers were in fact students. The Charity Concert raised £2,433.09 for
the Genesis Research Trust which was founded by Professor Robert Winston. The Genesis Research
Trust funds research into prematurity, miscarriage, polycystic ovary syndrome and other diseases in
pregnant women.
Thank you to all the parents and companies that made a contribution to this great cause. I am
certain that Professor Winston will be delighted with the money raised for the charity.
On Friday, as a result of the Carol Concert we raised £402.09 for Toilet Twinning. Again, a huge
thank you to all the students, staff and parents who made the donations.
Christmas is always a special time of the year and this year there is no exception.
We said goodbye to two members of staff on Friday:
Ms Yana Georgieva and Mrs Raines Williams.
Ms Yana Georgieva
Ms Georgieva joined the staff at the High School for Girls in
September 2013 to teach German and Spanish and became
Assistant Director of Post 16 for a short while. Ms Georgieva
was known as a passionate teacher and students have
indicated that they enjoyed her lessons. Ms Georgieva has
decided to leave the teaching profession and is now training
to be a translator. We wish Ms Georgieva all the very best
for the future.
Mrs Raines Williams
Mrs Williams was perhaps not known by the students but she was
the Fundraising Manager when the school did the Capital
Fundraising Campaign. It is thanks to her that the receptions
occurred and we secured the money for building the dining hall
extension. Mrs Williams also did all the proof reading and editing
of the second history of the High School and got it to publication.
She has also been responsible for building up the Alumni base from
around 60/70 to approaching 600 former students. Mrs Williams
was a great support to me during the Fundraising campaign and I
am personally very grateful for her help. I wish Mrs Williams good
luck in the future as she works freelance.
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As this is my last newsletter I have to say a huge thank you for all the lovely words and gifts that I
received last week. I am overwhelmed and wish to thank everyone – governors, staff, parents and
students. I will be sending individual thank yous but I am concerned that I may miss someone.
Please do not take offence – it is just that so many people were very generous. Thank you most
sincerely from the bottom of my heart.
I wish Miss Giblin every success in her headship of this wonderful school. I am certain it will go from
strength to strength.
With grateful thanks to everyone and wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Best wishes,

Mrs Sawicka
Headteacher

Carol Concert at Gloucester Cathedral and Goodbye to Mrs Sawicka
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Alladin – Staff Panto
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Charity Concert at Gloucester Cathedral – Tuesday, 5th December
On the 5th December we saw the culmination of several weeks of
hard work by all of our music groups in the Christmas Charity
Concert in Gloucester Cathedral. We were treated to
performances from the orchestra, concert band, string ensemble,
flute choir, brass group, horn quartet and junior and senior choirs.
The concert started with a powerful rendition of 'Zadok the Priest'
in which we were joined by trumpets, organ and male voices.
Sophie Ellis sang 'Come Sing and Dance' by Howells and captivated the audience with her beautiful
voice. We were also pleased to hear the winners of House Music Ensemble, Kyneburga perform their
arrangement of 'Sweet Dreams' by the Eurhythmics.
The concert ended with annual tradition; our Year 7 massed choir singing 'Colours of Christmas' and
'How Far I'll Go' from 'Moana'.
Some of our year 7 students commented after the concert and said:"I had a lovely time and can't explain how much l loved it there. The music before us was astonishing
and l clapped for every single one. But my favourite was our performance" (Aashrita 7K)
"The music at HSFG is incredible. It showed how many good musicians there are and we were in a
lovely setting. It was an amazing experience." (Keira 7Be)
"All the music that was played sounded amazing and it was brilliant to be able to perform two songs
as a whole year group. Performing in the magnificent cathedral was a joy!" (Natasha 7K)
The concert was in aid of the Genesis Research Trust. The Trust raises money for the largest UK-based
collection of scientists and clinicians who are researching the causes and cures for conditions that
affect the health of women and babies. The Trust is uniquely based in the building where the
scientists carry out their research at the Wolfson and Weston Research Institute for Family
Health, on the Hammersmith Campus of Imperial College, London.
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An afternoon with Professor Robert Winston
On Wednesday the 29th of November, Professor
Robert Winston visited the High School for Girls to
give two talks to the students. The first was to
Years 10 and 11, as well as any Sixth Formers who
took science based subjects, or had an interest in
science. This talk focused on the purposes of
science in our modern world, including the
importance of women in science, and how for any
advancements to be made we must ensure more
women are encouraged into STEM careers.
Professor Winston talked about his hopes for a
generation who was raised to have the term
‘DNA’ in their vocabulary, which was a term
known only to a small group of scientists even 60
years ago. The great leaps and bounds made in
biological research in the last 60 years mean that
there is so much more for us to learn, and so
much more which needs to become a part of our
vocabulary. Like the early Homo sapiens, we need
to adapt and use our ‘flints’ in more and more
creative ways.
Our generation must be ‘science literate’,
meaning that we must understand basic scientific
principles, and how they are applied in all aspects
of our daily lives. There is no way that a person
can consent to embryo screening to remove the
threat of genetic diseases such as cystic fibrosis
unless they can be fully informed about how the
procedure is done, and the implications it can
have on the body.

After the professor fully explained the length of
human history, and our limited evolution in that
time in comparison to species of bacteria, he told
us about how it took thousands of years to
develop from a hand-held flint to a flint attached
to a spear. The slow development of technology in
those days would have largely been to do with a
lack of understanding, but in the last 400 years, as
more and more people become aware of
engineering and STEM principles, developments
similar in importance as putting a flint on the end
of a stick can happen in only a few years.

The idea of being ‘science literate’ was repeated
throughout the talk, and Professor Winston told
the story of the Homo sapiens’ use of tools
throughout our history. When Homo sapiens first
made flint tools, they were used as a small blade
or crushing device which would be hand-held, and
humans would have hunted in packs of hundreds
to take down larger animals with only hand held
tools.
Following Professor Winston’s talk, we were all
given the opportunity to ask him questions about
his own science in terms of IVF development and
embryo scanning to reduce risks of genetic
diseases. Some of the younger years asked about
the potential of artificial intelligence and its
potential impacts on humans, to which Professor
Winston answered that before we can give a robot
human equivalent thought, we must first
understand the science behind human thought, of
which we currently know very little.
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The best part of the talk was definitely the
question and answer part after school, in which
the professor answered questions from anyone
in any year group, and the range of questions
was fascinating! There was a whole range, from
ethical questions on what science should be
allowed to do legally (to which the answer was
that people who had experienced the problems
and solutions should be the ones to have those
discussions) and further questions about
antibiotics in the farming industry, concerning
the growing bacterial resistance and potential
harm to humans. My question was about
whether it was more important to question old
beliefs in science, or to have new ideas for
relatively unexplored areas of science. The
professor answered the question in a
professional tone, concerning new ideas. He
indicated that we need to be aware of any PhD
student scientists as it would be immoral to
make them spend three years researching a
topic which ultimately came to nothing, so one
must always be aware of how viable a question
is, before undertaking any research. However, if
anyone has an idea which they view to be the
next greatest achievement in science, the

professor immediately added, they should
always pursue it, as that is ultimately the very
nature of science; always questioning!
As a student who’s hoping for a career in the
sciences in the future, Professor Winston was a
complete inspiration to me, and I’m sure many
of the other future scientists in the audience
found his words encouraging and honest, about
a profession which is so important in our
changing world.

Table Tennis County Finals

Rhian Pembridge, Year 12

Panto Season
We have some very talented students
at the High School. Some of our
students are appearing in Panto over
the coming month - Rosie (Year 7) in
Sleeping Beauty at The Roses Theatre
in Tewkesbury; Imogen, Anna (Year 7)
and Rosie (Year 8) are all in Pinocchio
and the Christmas wish at the
Playhouse, Cheltenham. Go and
support them if you can! Good luck
girls!

On Monday, 4th December 2017, the under 16s girls table
tennis team (Mary Pang, Sofia Moran-Cassanova, Sophie
Mutlow and Rebecca Greenough) competed in the
county finals. Competition consisted of 5 victorious teams
from their district events, playing matches against each
other to 5 sets. It was a very well organised event at the
YMCA sports club in Cheltenham and there were many
good players and close matches. But ultimately, our team
triumphed and won against all teams not losing a match
and earnt a coveted gold medal in the school games. We
are now county champions and are moving on to the
zone
finals
in
Birmingham
in
January.
Rebecca Greenough, Year 9
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Congratulations Charlotte!

Well done Olivia!

Charlotte Russell in Year 11 won her first national,
the 16 & Under Girls Nottingham Winter Tennis
National Tour in October.

Olivia Rook in Year 10 recently got through to
the finals of the 14’s National Tennis
tournament in Bolton.
Olivia had a really long match on the Saturday
of 3 hours 15 mins. She then had a break of an
hour before having to play another match,
which amazingly enough she won. The
coaches said there was no way she would
recover in time to play another match, but she
did and she won to get into the semi’s on the
Sunday morning.
Her semi’s match on Sunday lasted over 2 1/2
hours. She had an hour to recover before
the final. She played really well in the final, but
she was just too tired to get past her good
friend who she lost to 6-4, 6-3. They both came
off smiling which was lovely to see.

Well done Amélie!

Amélie Bosano in Year 10 takes part in Shotokan
Karate. She is currently graded brown belt with two
white stripes and is going for her black belt in
December.
In October she took part in the HDKI National
Championships, her first ever competition in which
she competed in a junior category Kumite (fighting).
She performed brilliantly and won a gold medal! The
girl she beat in the final was two belts higher than
her and is the current junior HDKI European
Champion!
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Pennies for Poppies – British Legion Poppy Appeal
Tutor Group SFFF (Year 12 and 13) raised nearly
£60 for the British Legion Poppy Appeal.
Overall, using mostly 1p and 2p coins (and
nothing more than 50p), the tutor group raised
£55.83 using 2315 coins in total!
 Year 13 raised £26.75 and used 1211 coins.
 Year 12 raised £29.08 and used 1104 coins.
The Year 13 poppy was judged as most artistic
by Miss Leathart (Director of Post 16).
Year 12 Poppy

Year 13 Poppy

Well done SFFF!

In the Year 8 assembly Miss Heeks, Year 8 Coordinator, spoke to students about the 2017
launch of the Poppy Appeal, with a particular
focus on the centenary of the Battle of
Passchendaele.
This year the British Legion has been selling a
new type of Poppy called the Passchendaele
Poppy, which is gold with a red centre and
made from original 1917 shell fuses recovered
from the battlefields. As a Year Group they
recreated this poppy on the floor of the school
hall in their assembly using coins. This money
will be donated to the Poppy Appeal from the
Year 8 students. They were given the
opportunity to take a poppy, wrist band or key
ring after donating the money.
Well done Year 8!
Miss Heeks

Mr Schofield

Well done girls!
Our tennis team came second in the AEGON
regional School tennis competition. They beat
Millfield 10-2 and then sadly lost 12-0 to Talbot
Heath. They were a credit to the school.
Miss Leathart

PLEASE NOTE: From January
2018, all payments for trips,
clubs and activities must be
made through ParentPay.
The school will no longer accept cheques or cash
payments. We have been expanding the use of
ParentPay for permission slips, school fund
donations and payment options for upcoming
events. We also expect over time to extend this
to catering. ParentPay is far more secure for
both school and parents as a means of making
payments, especially as it gives an immediate
receipt and confirmation of payments. It also
allows us to fairly offer trips with limited
capacity on a “first come, first served” basis.
Over 90% of families are already using ParentPay
on a regular basis. For those who need to sign
up, feel free to email Finance@hsfg.org for login
details, advice and assistance.
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Year 7 Art Textiles

Applique
Samples
Year 9 Art Textiles
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PTA News

U14 County Netball Tournament
On Monday, 13th November, the U14 netball team travelled to
Cheltenham Ladies College to compete in the County Netball
Tournament.
In our first game, we played against a very good Pate’s team. In a
very close game, The High School lost 7-6 with just a slip of
concentration to account for the loss. Against top-notch
opposition, the margin between winning and losing can be very
narrow.
During the next match, we began to regain our rhythm, managing
to beat Cleeve 9-5. In the attacking third, the interplay between
Charlie, Rebecca and Maddie was brilliant, creating angles which
allowed the girls to get goal scoring opportunities.
The third match against Tewkesbury was a high pressure game.
We restricted the opponents in our defensive third with some
great interceptions by Sienna, Molly and Rachel, the result being
15-6 to HSFG.
Our next game was against Thomas Keble. After a slow start we
upped our game by being sharper on and off the ball, defensively
a lot stronger and in attack we were more fluent. We ended up
winning 5-3.
Our final game of the round was against Balcarras. There was
some brilliant centre court play by Lauren and Emily, enabling
HSFG to have multiple attempts on goal. The final score was 11-4
to High School - this secured us a place in the quarter final.
In the quarter final, we played against Dean Close. The opposition
were experienced and demonstrated great technique and
teamwork. HSFG fell behind early on but showing great
determination and a never give up attitude responded well in the
second half. However, the gap was just too large to bridge, with
the end result being an 11-7 loss.
Dean Close eventually went on to win the overall competition.
Many thanks to Mrs Bird and Miss Drury for accompanying us to
the tournament.
There was so much talent on show - so much skill and
determination that we are sure to use this experience to progress
and have a successful season.
By Amelia Clarke

PTA Quiz Night
Thank you to everyone who
supported the PTA quiz. It was a
great success! With your help we
raised over £450.
95 people, split into 21 teams,
battled it out with "Where's
Samuel when you need him?"
coming out on top.
Many thanks to Mrs Sawicka for
setting two of the rounds and to
everyone who helped organise
and run the evening, especially
Gillian and Diana for all their hard
work scoring on the night.
PTA Christmas Shopping Fayre
What a wonderful evening!
It was a brilliant event, both on
the night with lots of happy faces
and lovely Christmas atmosphere
from the choir and musicians, and
financially, as we raised just
over £700.
Thank you to the staff, site team,
prefects and front office for their
support.
The hall just before the doors were
opened for the Christmas Fayre

Charity Concert in aid of:

Thank you to everyone who
attended the concert on 5th
December. It was a wonderful
evening with great performances
from all the students involved.
We will let you know when we
have the total amount raised.
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Bring me Sunshine
On Friday, 1st December, I was lucky enough to go to a
recording studio in London to be part of a children’s choir for
a recording of ‘Bring Me Sunshine’. This single, which
features many celebrities, most notably Alfie Boe and
Michael Ball, is in aid of Rays of Sunshine, which is a charity
that grants wishes for children with serious or life-limiting
illnesses. The day was incredible! Before we went there, I
was only aware of the fact that Alfie Boe and Michael Ball
would be there, which had already left me awestruck!
However, when we got there, Gareth Malone, a famous choir
master who has done many TV shows with amateur choirs,
walked through the door, and it was announced that he was
to be our coach for the day! I definitely felt incredibly lucky to
be under his instruction. As the day progressed, we met more
and more celebrities who were singing certain lines of the
song, including Calum Scott, Imelda Staunton and Pauline
Quirke. Before we went into the studio, I had a conversation
with Gareth Malone about my aspirations to be a
professional musician, and I later found out that he spoke to
one of the charity leaders, and offered to be my mentor
should I ever need his help in getting into university to study
music, or anything after that! When we finally got into the
studios, it felt almost surreal to have such an amazing
opportunity. The choir, made up of children supported by
Rays of Sunshine, and I, sang our hearts out, hopefully
producing some amazing vocals for the single. Michael Ball
and Alfie Boe joined us in the studio, giving us
encouragement all the way! Overall, it was a completely
unforgettable day, and I feel so incredibly lucky to have been
given this opportunity. The single comes
out on December 15th, with 50p from each purchase being donated to Rays of Sunshine. The aim is to
get it to be the Christmas number 1, so please support this amazing charity by buying or downloading
the song. For further information about the charity and the magical wishes they grant every day,
please visit www.raysofsunshine.org.uk
Hanna Pearcey, Year 12

Year 7 History – Castles (and cakes)

More photos here
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A Level Artwork
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A Level Artwork

Year 9 Still life artwork
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A Level Biology and Geography fieldtrip to Slapton - October 2017
Introduction
The residential field trip to Slapton Field Study Centre on the South Devon coast is now an annual
feature on the school calendar. This year has seen a return to the usual joint field trip with Biology and
Geography students. The Y13 Biology students spent three days at the coast, whilst Geography students
arrived a day earlier. Whilst at the centre, students gained practical experience of various aspects of
their courses that they would otherwise just have to study using textbooks.
The Biology students worked very hard, and studied a wide range of topics including ecological
sampling techniques, statistical analysis, conservation, classification and also completed two of their
required practical activities. A highlight for many students was the opportunity to plan then carry out
their own investigation into an area of ecology that interested them. The Geography students had time
to learn a variety of skills such as beach profiling and coastal management, including cost benefit
analysis and rural re-branding to name a few. Students were then given time whilst in Slapton to collect
their own primary data for their independent investigation and start the write up. A windy but
picturesque walk along the coastal path from Start Point to Slapton Sands showed previous coastline
and villages lost to the sea.
The centre had worked really hard to tailor the activities to suit the students from the High School Sixth
Form. There were many highlights to the trip, which we are sure the students will remember for a long
time.
However, we think that it is only fair for the students to give their account of the trip too. You can read
the views of students in the articles that follow.
Mrs Slatter and Mrs Scott
Trip Leaders
Emilia Earnshaw and Anna Garner – Biology and Geography
As a “Bio-Geographer” there is never a quiet moment
on the Slapton Field trip, as you’re constantly heading
out looking for adventure and answers. The days
were long working 9am-7pm and crammed full of
activities. The mornings were dedicated to Geography
and then after a quick lunch the afternoons were
focused on Biology.
On the first day, we arrived at the field centre and
were greeted by the friendly, welcoming staff who
gave us a tour and showed us to our rooms. The room
itself was basic with a good number of beds, a desk and an en-suite, providing an appropriate space to
relax if we had any free time. After settling in, we went to explore the village with our tutor, Alex, who was
very helpful and knowledgeable on the history of the village. On the second day we went on an excessively
long walk along the coast and were shown various geographical formations (such as a stump).
We were also shown various data
collection methods such as a cost
benefit analysis. On this day, we also
met up with the biologists, rather than
going back to the study centre with the
rest of the geographers, and in this time
used transects to look at beach
succession. On days 3 and 4, we spent
the mornings collecting information for
our independent geography research
projects, such as the data for our
environmental quality index and the
index of decay. Then in the afternoons
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we went into the woods with the biologists to
learn the technique of kick sampling in the
stream where we captured small insects.
On this very educational trip, we learnt many
new things that will definitely be useful for our
A Levels. In geography we learnt new data
collection techniques and about the processes
occurring in coastal environments. In biology
we learnt how to do statistical tests, such as
Spearman’s rank and sampling techniques such
as kick sampling. For this we got to kick at the
stream
floor and then capture the freshwater shrimps that we disturbed in a net and then record the number
gathered. Overall, we really enjoyed parts of the trip and found it very informative and helpful for our
studies. We liked visiting the beach and carrying out our research there, even though it’s not sandy as the
name suggests but rather a pebbly one. The village was very picturesque and pretty with many traditional
buildings and interesting features. The tutors were very nice and explained things clearly, helping to make
this a very memorable experience.
Ewan Thomas – Geography
Going with the assumption that I was not going to
enjoy my time studying Geography from 9am-5pm, I
thought it would take a lot for this opinion to be over
turned. However, when I arrived, I realised that it was
great being able to explore the village of Slapton,
whilst enjoying studying Geography outside of the
classroom and putting it into practice. The best part
of the trip was our group hike across the headlands
and bays whilst battling what felt like Arctic
conditions. This provided the opportunity to link the
landforms and processes learnt at school to a physical place. The hike involved a stop off at a village that
had been eroded so badly that only one house remained. We found it incredible that the occupant still
lived in his house which stood just 2 metres from a 30 metre sheer cliff face. Considering that I decided to
focus on Human Geography rather than Physical, I really enjoyed designing my own investigation and data
collection methods and then putting them into action upon unsuspecting members of the public. Despite
the fact that my investigation kept me locked in the class room until as late as 10 o’clock it was a brilliant
time spent with my fellow geographers and rival biologists.
Rusksh Arif – Biology
Slapton was an extremely valuable and fabulous opportunity that I would define as an educational
experience combined with an element of fun! From nature walks to the canteen’s desserts, every day was
worth looking forward to. I was able to experience the physical aspects of Biology A Level within a friendly,
exciting environment. It was also incredibly rewarding to see our theoretical work happening in the real
world, further preparing me for work outside of school, as well as the A Level itself! I really enjoyed the
opportunity to plan my own investigation – I chose to study how soil depth and wind speed affect the
number of plant species growing on the shingle
ridge. At the final meal, just before we left for
home, my friends surprised me with a chocolate
cake to celebrate my 18th birthday, and gave me a
card signed by everyone (including the teachers!)
The trip was endlessly valuable for my
understanding of the biodiversity and ecology
topics, and gifted me with wonderful memories
with my closest friends. It was an experience I will
always treasure, and would love to repeat.
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Year 9 Still life artwork

Last term, three Year 9 groups took up the challenge of an advanced project; we were tasked to create a
still life of a group of bottles using only charcoal. We were shown several different techniques in order to
create accurate shapes, highlights and shadows, use a wide range of tone and create a life-like collection
of bottles and other objects, such as hooks.
We were marked on the proportions and details of our shapes, our range of tones and the accuracy of
our shadows and highlights. It was certainly difficult, but all three classes managed to create some
amazing art over 4-5 different lessons.
In the first lesson, we drew our backgrounds using long strokes of charcoal on the long side, and then
smoothing it down with tissue paper. This created a neutral background that we could work with. Then,
we began to draw the outlines of our bottles, making sure that they were in perfect proportion and in
the right place on our pages.
In the second lesson, it was time to start drawing with charcoal. By using the long end of the charcoal,
we created a smooth and sensitive outline around the bottles, and by using several techniques with
rubbers, we created lighter areas where we could see the light coming in through the windows, as well
as strong highlights. We kept on doing that for a few lessons, until we had finished our shapes.
Once our shapes were finished, we darkened the background to create different tones for the paper on
which the bottles were placed, creating more opportunities to draw shadows. Once our pieces were
finished, we sprayed them to ensure that the charcoal would not smudge before handing them in.
It was a large challenge, but the three classes managed to pull together and create pieces of art of a high
standard!
Leigh Phillips, Year 9
Page 17 of 26 - High School for Girls’ Newsletter – Issue 2 – October 2017

Halloween Student Writing Competition
During
the
first
term
Miss Giblin, Deputy Head,
launched a writing competition
to coincide with Halloween. The
story had to be based on the
High School’s famous ‘White
Lady’.
We had some wonderful entries
for the competition. The winning
entry was from Numaya Liyanage
in 8H. Her story is featured
opposite.
We are currently running a
Christmas
card
design
competition and hope to run a
series of other competitions next
year.

TACA at Tree of Light Event

New Coach Service
Igobus is offering a new service
across Gloucester, Stroud x 2
routes and Cirencester area
which are not currently served
by other companies. A trial has
been held at STR and has
proved to be very positive.
All the information is on the
website:
www.igobus.co.uk
Also a change of events has
meant a small number of people
have wanted this service
straight away so they have
already started running the
service for the students that
were interested.
If parents/carers are interested
or have any questions then
please feel free to email
(sales@igobus.co.uk) or call me
anytime on 07905450056.

On the 25th November our band (the Awkward Cover Artists)
had the opportunity to perform at the annual turning-on of the
tree of light outside the Guild Hall. This event was arranged by
the Rotary Club to raise money for select charities, and will be
ongoing until Christmas. We played 6 pieces, including new
songs ‘This is Gospel’ and ‘Skyfall’, and had the pleasure of
performing alongside House Music soloists, Josie Cartwright,
Esme Crooknorth and Erica Binosa (who was accompanied by
Millie Robertson on guitar). It was a fantastic experience and
we had great fun performing our music! We would like to
thank the music department and Miss Giblin for coming to
support us, and the Rotary Club for allowing us to have this
experience.
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Year 9 Art Textiles

Year 10 Art Textiles
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LRC News
The LRC continues to be very busy this term
throughout the school day and into the evening
with Homework Club, which appears to be more
popular than ever.
Once a month, the Carnegie Writers meet with Ms
Murran to share their writing and to discuss writing
techniques and skills. Every Monday, a “fandom”
club gathers to talk about series such as Harry
Potter, or anything by Rick Riordan or Cassandra
Clare. Some Year 7 students have just approached
me about hosting an Art Club in here after the
holidays too! If your daughter or son is interested
in taking over the Origami Club, please let me
know, as students have been asking me about it.

Also starting after the holidays, I’ll be involving
members of Year 9 in meeting regularly for a
reading activity leading to our first in-house book
award. The second Battle of the Books with House
Teams from Years 7 and 8 will be starting too. So
there’s plenty to look forward to!

This year I had a wonderful response from Year 12
and 13 when I asked if any of them would be
interested in becoming LRC prefects. The LRC
Prefect Team comprises:
Year 12: Rina Alif, Jess Avery, Isobel Baldwin, Lydia
McGregor Bravo, Chloe Butterworth, Nicole
Cheong, Holly Haines, Annie Holliday, Irene Juby,
Amber Karadia, Renjitha Michael, Hannah Mutlow,
Aleena Philip, Louise Ryder, Ashmitha Srirasan,
Alisah Uddin.
Year 13: Shahinara Begum, Samra Khan.
The team has attended regularly; they make a great
difference in the sections they tidy and they save
me a lot of time by shelving returned books.

I’m meeting with them next week to see what
other projects they would like to take on. They
have expressed an interest in running book clubs
and helping to keep the fiction looking refreshed
by moving out to store some of the books which
never get used and thinking of ways to promote
them so that they do get more use in the future.
My thanks go to all of them for contributing to the
LRC which provides a service to the whole school
community.
Library displays have included the Year 7 Ideal
Bookshelves, Spooky Stories and The White Lady
and I will soon be putting up a display of Winter
Reads.

The LRC’s favourite seasonal activities will run
throughout the last week of term: Mystery Loans
and the ever-popular Christmas Cracker jokes
competition. This year the LRC is running a Book
Quote Advent Calendar – a new quote every day,
with daily sweets for those who guess the book
and author correctly, and an overall prize for the
student who has the most correct answers
throughout the last fortnight of term.

I’ve also invited students to write a short review
(280 words) of any book they have enjoyed which
is set in the winter, to be in to me by the end of
Monday, 8th January. Thanks to Millie G and Abi R
in Year 7 who have decorated the Christmas tree
and the LRC so enthusiastically, making the place
look very festive!
Thank you to all parents and carers who have
bought books from Scholastic using our online login
– your support means that the LRC has access to
further resources for our students, which of course
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I very much appreciate. We should receive the
next set of Scholastic leaflets in the New Year.
These will be distributed to students in Years 7 and
8. If your daughter or son is in an older year, and
you would like to order from Scholastic, please go
online to http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/denmarkroad and make your selection. The current order
period has been extended to December 14. All
books will be sent to school to be collected by your
daughter or son.
It includes ‘Wonder’, by R J Palacio, which of
course, has just been released as a film. If your
daughter or son has already read this book and
loved it, try ‘Auggie and Me’ by the same author,
telling the story from the viewpoint of other people
in Auggie’s life. It is a truly moving book about
friendships, family, empathy and self-discovery.
Sadly, I don’t have a film guide for you this year,
but Caroline Roche, of the Heart of the School blog,
has shared this fantastic resource for book
suggestions, from Sarah Masters of Thomas
Deacon Academy in Peterborough. Take a look
here and download the calendar:
http://heartoftheschool.edublogs.org/2017/11/28/
an-advent-calendar-full-of-books/
We have now completed the Year of Reading, so
over the rest of this school year I would like to
share some of the reviews of non-fiction books
which have been important to members of staff.
Posters, designed by the LRC Prefects, have been
appearing around school during National NonFiction November, an initiative from the Federation
of Children’s Book Groups. This term it’s the turn
of Mr Jay, our DT teacher, who tells us about his
choice, ‘Jupiter’s Travels’ by Ted Simon.

For those who have to study, the online resources,
such as EBSCO, Massolit and Emagazine are
available over the holidays on the LRC’s Google Site
(Online Resources page).
If students cannot
remember how to use these reliable academic
resources, they should come to ask me, as I am
always happy to share how to use them and to
suggest better sources for information than
random Google searches or that favourite standby,
Wikipedia.
As ever, your daughter or son should have plenty
to read over the break, because students whose
accounts are up-to-date with no overdue loans
may borrow extra books and DVDs for the holidays.
Tutor groups have been given an incentive to clear
their overdue loans – the first 4 tutor groups to
clear them all by the end of term will receive a tin
of chocolates in our first week back in January!

Wishing you a peaceful holiday period – I shall be
re-reading both The Box of Delights by John
Masefield and The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper –
both are annual must-reads for me!
Ms C Cordall, Librarian

@HSFG_LRC
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Year 11 Art Textiles
Olivia Frankland

Isabella Kilbride
Grace Andre

Lucy Byatt

Poppy
Birkby

Year 12 Art
PageTextiles
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Please check out our Facebook page Here

Winter Weather PE Lessons
As the weather turns much colder and wetter, please ensure that your daughter is adequately
prepared for outdoor Physical Education lessons. The PE Department is concerned that students do
not appear to have basic items such as sweatshirts and tracksuit bottoms in their PE bags even when
they are having a double lesson outside. PE lessons will usually take place whatever the weather, so
your daughter may get wet and cold during a lesson. We would recommend that all students have a
carrier bag to put wet clothes in and also a small towel with which to dry themselves. We are happy
for students to wear thermal layers under their kit if they are going outside for PE lessons but they
should ensure that the colour of the thermal clothing matches their shirt colour. Please make sure
that PE kit (and all other school uniform) is named over the holidays.
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Collection of Students for Appointments
The school operates safeguarding procedures and takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously. Therefore, we would be extremely grateful if parents/carers would abide by the procedures set
out for all students in the main school.
Any student, who needs to leave the school site during the day must be collected by a parent/carer or
named individual for that student, from the MAIN RECEPTION. Students will need to sign out at Student
Services. Student Services will be called by the receptionist on the arrival of the parent/carer and the
student will then make their way to the main reception. Please be aware that we cannot make any
exceptions to this procedure for any student in Years 7-11.
Please make sure that we hold up-to-date details for your daughter/son.
Please remember that only the contacts detailed on your daughter’s/son’s data sheet can collect them
from school. You can email office@hsfg.org at any time with new telephone numbers or email addresses.
Parents/carers are also requested not to park on school grounds when collecting daughters/sons for
appointments.

When should I keep my daughter/son home
from school?
When your daughter/son is unwell, it can be hard
Year 7-11 Student Absence Line:
deciding whether to keep them off school. These
01452 543335
simple guidelines should help. Use common sense
(Press 1 when prompted and leave a message) or email:
when deciding whether or not your daughter/son is
absence@hsfg.org
too ill to attend school. Ask yourself the following
questions:
Sixth Form Student Absence Line:
 Is my daughter/son well enough to do the activities
01452 543335
of the school day? If not, keep her/him at home.
(choose the option to report Sixth Form absence) or email:
 Does my daughter/son have a condition that could
sixthformabsence@hsfg.org
be passed on to other children or school staff? If
so, keep your daughter or son at home.
Contagious Diseases
 Would I take a day off work if I had this condition?
Please can parents/carers let the school know
If so, keep your daughter/son at home.
immediately if their daughter/son has contracted
Vomiting and diarrhoea. Children with diarrhoea
a contagious disease? It is important that we are
and/or vomiting should definitely be kept off school
aware of this as we are largely a female school
until at least 48 hours after their symptoms have
and the disease could have important
gone. Most cases in children get better without
consequences, not only for female staff, but also
treatment, but if symptoms persist, consult your GP.
for students.
Fever. Children should stay home if their
Thank you in advance.
temperature rises above 100.4°F. A feverish child is
not only considered contagious, but they probably
School Emails
don’t feel well enough to learn or participate. Keep
Emails are sent out to parents/
them home until they’ve been fever-free for 24
carers from the Headteacher one
hours and they are feeling their usual self.
week and Year Co-ordinators the
next. If you have not been
Rash. Skin rashes can be the first sign of many
receiving these emails then
infectious illnesses, such as chickenpox and measles.
please contact Mrs Hayward at
Children with these conditions shouldn't attend
office@hsfg.org and your email
school. If your child has a rash, check with your GP or
will be added to the appropriate
practice nurse before sending them to school.
year group’s email. Please check
Headache. A child with a minor headache doesn't
your spam folder for school
usually need to be kept off school. If the headache is
emails. The Head’s emails are
more severe or is accompanied by other symptoms,
available on the Headteacher’s
such as raised temperature or drowsiness, then keep
Blog on our website here.
the child off school and consult your GP.
about headaches in children.
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Term Dates 2017-2018
Term 3: Tuesday, 2nd January –Friday, 9th February 2018
Term 4: Monday, 19th February – Wednesday, 28th March 2018
Term 5: Monday, 16th April – Friday, 25th May 2018
Term 6: Tuesday, 5th June –Wednesday, 25th July 2018
Please don’t Google ‘HSFG Term Dates’. This takes you to a non-HSFG website where the dates are
incorrect. Please always type in www.hsfg.org Term dates are available under ‘Parental information’.

Bad Weather - School Closure Information
In the event of bad weather or other reasons information on school closure can be found on our website:
www.hsfg.org or: www.glosclosedschools.com
The information will also be available on the local radio station. Please also check the bus company
websites for their up-to-date information:
Bennetts: www.bennettscoaches.co.uk
Willetts: www.willettsofyorkley.co.uk
Aston Coaches: www.astoncoachesltd.com
Marchants: www.marchants-coaches.com

What’s on in Term 3 2017/18
Monday, 18th December 2017 – Tuesday, 2nd January 2018 - Christmas Break
Term 3 (2018)
Tuesday, 2nd January
Wednesday, 3rd January

INSET Day. School closed for students.
Term 3 begins. This is Week 1.
Whole School Assembly - 2.00 pm
th
Monday, 8 January
Week 2
Year 11 Mock Week
Monday, 15th January
Week 1
th
Wednesday, 17 January
Governors’ Teaching and Learning Committee meeting - 6.00 pm
th
Thursday, 18 January
School ends at 2.30 pm
Sixth Form Open Evening – 5.00-8.00 pm
nd
Monday, 22 January
Week 2
PTA Committee Meeting – 7.30 pm
Wednesday, 24th January
Governors’ Business Management Committee meeting - 6.00 pm
Thursday, 25th January
INVEST Day 3
th
Monday, 29 January
Week 1
th
Tuesday, 30 January
KS3 Chamber Concert – 7.00 pm
st
Wednesday, 31 January
Governors’ HR and Pastoral Committee Meeting – 6.00 pm
st
Thursday, 1 February
Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 5.00-8.00 pm
th
Monday, 5 February
Week 2
Tuesday, 6th February
Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 5.00-8.00 pm
th
Wednesday, 7 February
Governors’ Communication and Engagement Committee Meeting – 6.00 pm
th
Friday, 9 February
End of Term 3 at 3.30 pm
th
Saturday, 10 February
School Ski Trip leaves (returns 16th February)
Monday, 12th February - Friday, 16th February - Spring Break
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‘Pinocchio and The Christmas
Wish’ at Cheltenham Playhouse
Saturday, 16th to Friday, 29th December
Promising plenty of fun and lashings of festive spirit,
Rolling Stock Theatre Company returns to
Cheltenham Playhouse with a sparkling show,
‘Pinocchio and The Christmas Wish’.

Festive film screenings at
Bacon Theatre
Tuesday, 19th to Wednesday, 20th December



Happy families can get their dose of festive cheer at
Cheltenham Playhouse, when Rolling Stock Theatre
Company returns with this year’s story, ‘Pinocchio
and The Christmas Wish.’
Set to delight audiences on selected dates from
Saturday, 16th to Friday, 29th December 2017, the
enchanting adaptation of Carlo Collodi’s traditional
fairy tale features original music, timeless characters
and a heart-warming story.
With the message ‘you can be whatever your heart
wants you to be’, the Christmas show is set to uplift
and inspire all ages, offering the chance to go on a
thrilling and magical adventure at Cheltenham
Playhouse.
Venue Cheltenham Playhouse
Times: Evening shows from 7.00 pm, matinée
shows from 2.30 pm.
Admission: Tickets range from £9 to £16.
Telephone: (01242) 522852 or email
admin@cheltplayhouse.org.uk

Families can look forward to a truly magical
afternoon at Bacon Theatre on Tuesday, 19th and
Wednesday, 20th December, when a huge
Christmas tree and twinkling grotto will provide
the perfect setting for a screening of Beauty and
the Beast.
Starring Emma Watson, the family-friendly flick
offers magic and music in abundance, telling the
story of Belle who is taken prisoner by a cruel
beast. Can Belle uncover the Beast’s kind soul in
time to break the curse and turn him back into a
prince?
There will be a relaxed screening on Tuesday, 19th
December, during which Bacon Theatre will offer
chill out areas in the foyer; the freedom to come
and go as you please; and the theatre lights will
remain on throughout the screening.
Father Christmas will be dropping by before the
film on both days to bestow presents to good
girls and boys, with children encouraged to bring
along their letters for Santa to these afternoons
of festive fun.
Times: From 3.00 pm, the film will start from
4.00 pm.
Admission: Tickets cost £6, £20 for a family of
four, to include a treat from Santa.
Telephone: (01242) 258002.

High School for Girls
Denmark Road, Gloucester GL1 3JN
Telephone: 01452 543335 Fax: 01452 549862
Email: office@hsfg.org Website: www.hsfg.org
@hsfgdenmarkroad

Believe • Achieve • Thrive
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