High School News
Issue 1: October 2017

Dear Parents/Carers
The first term of the academic year is always incredibly busy because of the number of events that
happen.
On Thursday, 14th September we held our annual Prize-giving at Gloucester Cathedral. This is
always a prestigious and important event as it celebrates the outstanding achievements of students
in the previous academic year. The speaker this year was Dr Matilda Young who left the High School
in 2011 and who qualified as a doctor in 2016 from Cardiff University. Dr Young spoke about how
following one’s dreams is important and the characteristics needed for success.
This event was followed on Saturday, 16th September by CEM testing for Year 6 students hoping to
obtain places at the High School for Girls in September 2018. Year 11 were brilliant at calming the
nervous students and making sure that they had a good experience.
On Friday, 22nd September, the whole school made their way to the far field for the whole school
photograph. It is amazing to see the whole school assembled on a tiered podium. The next whole
school photograph will take place in five years’ time, so if you want your daughter to have such a
memory of her time at the school then please order the photograph. All parents should have
received a pack explaining how they can order the photograph.
So far, this academic year we have had a number of trips: the Spanish exchange to Madrid, the Year
7 Bonding trip to Croft Farm, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver practice, A Level Geography/Biology trip
to Slapton and the World Challenge Training Expedition in the Forest of Dean. I have had excellent
reports about the students that went on the trips, which is so pleasing to hear.
On Monday, 16th October we had Open Morning and Open Evening for Year 5 and 6 students for
entry to the High School for Girls in September 2018 and 2019. The school had a record number of
visitors this year and both talks at Open Evening were packed. Our students were excellent
ambassadors on Open Morning and Open Evening. I received numerous compliments about them.
The term ended with an excellent House Music competition. All the House officials worked very
hard and produced a varied programme of music which entertained the whole school. Well done to
everyone who took part! Details of the various winners in the different categories will appear in the
next newsletter.
You can read about the various successes over the last term in this newsletter.
I wish you all a very relaxed half-term.
Best wishes,

Mrs E Sawicka
Headteacher
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Prize-giving – September 2017
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Iceland Trip – July 2017
On the 21st July, 43 students and 4 teachers headed
to London Gatwick Airport, ready for our flight to
Reykjavik. As we landed in Reykjavik, we had our
first glimpse of the beautiful landscape that we
would be exploring for the next five days. We loved
the fact that after a long, tiring journey, we were
able to relax for hours in the world-famous Blue
Lagoon. After the 6:00 am start, chilling in the
geothermal pools with face masks on was a great
end to the day.
Our next day began with a fascinating glacier walk
up the Solheinajökull Glacier. After arming ourselves with a pick-axe and crampons we set up off up the mountain and finally reached the top of the
glacier. The view was rewarding - clean, white ice for miles around. Drinking the pure meltwater, whilst
squatting down on the ice was an experience we will never forget, as well as squeezing into the most
beautiful ice cave. Unlike most glaciers, Solheinajokull is particularly impressive due to the layer of ash
covering parts of the glacier from volcanic eruptions. We also visited 2 beautiful waterfalls on day 2,
Skogafoss and Seljalandsfoss, which is the only known waterfall that you can walk behind. Many of us
collected bags full of the sand from the black beach and took pictures as we climbed on the basalt cliffs.
We ended the day visiting the Eyjafjallajokull Visitor Centre which brought back memories of the
eruption of 2010 due to several of us being stranded on holiday at that time.
Day 3 began with a ferry ride to the small
volcanic island, Heimaey. Today consisted of a
hike up a volcano! The walk up the volcano,
Eldfell, was very long, so regular breaks were
needed, however we can all say that we are
one of only a handful of people who have
walked to the top of, and looked into a
volcano! After the lengthy walk back down
again, we went to the swimming pool on the
island, which was donated after a volcanic
eruption destroyed their previous one. After
the ferry ride back, we headed back to our
accommodation for dinner and a competitive
game of Beetle which we enjoyed.
On day 4, we went to a National Park as well as to the geysers. Catching a video of these was extremely
difficult due to their regular eruptions happening with no warning approximately every 6 to 8 minutes
and only lasting a few seconds at a time. We also visited another waterfall, and today was our personal
favourite. Gullfoss is one of the most popular tourist
attractions in Iceland. With a height of 32 metres and
the longest drop of 21 metres it proved to be
magnificent. There were many rainbows due to the
everlasting mist from the water that created the
beautiful scene and it consisted of many different
layers which had occurred through centuries of
erosion. Later, we went to the Kerio Crater and, after
carefully treading around the narrow footpath, took
some wonderful pictures alongside the deep blue
water that filled it. We were all fascinated by the lava
field that surrounded it.
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Day 5, our last full day in Iceland, was spent mostly in Reykjavik, the capital city of Iceland. On our
journey to Reykjavik, we stopped at some rather smelly mud puddles. We also went to the Bridge
between two continents which is a bridge that has been built to connect the North American and
Eurasion plate as tectonic activity is causing them to move apart at a rate of a few centimetres per
year. We also visited the Perlan which is one of Iceland’s most recognised landmarks from which you
can see views of all the city. Having seen Reykjavik from the Perlan, we were all eager to go and
explore the city, in which we were given free time for sight-seeing, as well as for the purchasing of
souvenirs for family members. Once we returned to the guesthouse, and had completed most of our
packing for our early flight the next morning, the owners of Husid gave us dinner outside due to the
weather being fantastic. They let us try many typical Icelandic delicacies, such as blended fish eyes,
which the majority of us weren't keen on, and the teachers gave out a funny award to every member
of the trip.
After only around 2 hours sleep, we drove to the airport for our journey home, but, thanks to a singalong to Mamma Mia and various other DVD’s, the journey flew by, and eventually our time in
Iceland was over. We would all like to say a huge thanks to Mrs Slatter for arranging the trip and
giving us the chance to relax with our
friends. It has been one of the best
experiences of our lives and one that
we will never forget!
By Abigail Bennett, Phoebe Darlow
and Lauren Hebbron
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High School for Girls’ Art Exhibition 2017
It’s a small word, but has such a big meaning. From
paints to pastels, drawings to sculptures, it can be
represented in many ways. This year, at the High
School for Girls, the artwork was taken to a whole
new level.
At the recent exhibition of GCSE art, students were
asked to choose their top three favourites. However,
this was a hard task because every piece of art was so
professional and stunning.
My personal favourites include the eye, the
pineapple and the watermelons. This is because they
are all so realistic and the artists have used a variety
of tones in the pieces. Within the pineapple, the
shading makes the spikes seem three-dimensional
which is why it seems so realistic. The eye also
creates a lot of depth in the pupil, and has an air of
mystery as to why there is only one single eye
surrounded by darkness. But I also like the glass
bottle compositions, especially the way the light
reflects off the glass; it makes the pieces really vivid
and stand out.
Of course, there were so many other pieces that
were brilliant too; every single piece of artwork this
year was unique and stunning. It’s inspiring to see
how much creative talent there is here at the High
School for Girls.
Written by Lilly Willmott

Please take a
look at the full
exhibition of Art,
Art Textiles and
Design and
Technology
projects at our
gallery on our
website here
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Congratulations Poppy!

Well done TACCA!

Congratulations to Poppy Birkby (Year 12) for
being one of 500 artists who got into the second
round of the National Open Art competition.

Congratulations to The Awkward Cover Artists
who have been selected for a Music For Youth
Connects partnership with the Institute of
Contemporary Music Performance, following the
group's nomination by a Music Mentor at this
year's National Festival of Music for Youth.
Two members went to the Royal Albert Hall to
receive the award on Wednesday, 11th October.

Take a look here
Miss Roberts

Swimming News
We have had two swimming galas this term.
They were both held at Cheltenham Ladies
College. We were initially invited to compete as
a guest in the Cheltenham and District Schools
Gala. As we are in a different district we were
not allowed to win. However, it was fantastic to
be able to showcase some of the girls’ talents.
Our senior team consisting of Olivia Mitchell,
Lucy Griffin, Rachel McKinlay and Georgia
Walton had a tough task as they were asked to
race in the senior boys’ event in order to gain
times. They represented themselves brilliantly.
The Year 9/10 team consisting of Eve Heeley,
Molly Stephen, Amelia Bidmead and Penny
Saunders were a force to be reckoned with, they
took victory in the Medley relay and came 2nd in
the freestyle. The Year 8 team consisting of
Louise Brooks, Hayley Yong, Caitlin Merrell and
Holly Wan swam amazingly as a team and also
featured in the races.
On Thursday 5th October it was a simple fixture
of the High School against the Ladies College.
This time a Year 7 team was entered. Abi
Chapman, Leona Beardsall, Izzie McKenzie
Watson and Kiera Barry were excellent additions
to our squad. Over 25 races we won nearly half.
Congratulations to all girls who have been
involved in swimming this half term.
Mrs King

Birthday
presents or
stocking fillers
…. available
from
reception.

U16 Hockey
On 3rd October the U16 HSFG hockey team
played in the county tournament at Cheltenham
College. We played brilliantly as a team
consequently winning our first match 3-0 against
Cleeve School and our next match 2-0 against
Farmors with some cracking goals from Esme
Crooknorth, Jemima Kelly and Jess Bedwell. We
fought hard against our next two rivals, but
unfortunately lost both games 4-0 vs Kings and
1-0 against KLB. A special mention to Lauren Hill
for some solid tackles and defending. Well done
to all the girls for a great team effort and I'm
looking forward to the rest of the season as the
team has potential to do really well!
Mrs Simpson
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Disneyland Paris Trip – July 2017
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Musical Performance at Lunchtime at St Catherine’s Church
On Wednesday, 20th
September we were
delighted to give our first
lunchtime concert of the year
at St Catherine's Church in
Gloucester.
Students from Year 7 to 12
performed an interesting and
varied programme on a wide
range of different
instruments.
The audience were
enthusiastic and clearly
enjoyed the diversity of the
performance. We look
forward to our next concert
there in the spring term.
Mrs Bowman
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U16 Netball Team
The U16 netball team is one of the strongest teams
that the High School for Girls has had for over 10 years.
On Tuesday 26th September the team had a county
schools’ tournament which proved this.
The team (consisting of Antonia Smellie, Lucy Griffin,
Jess Bedwell, Rachel McKinlay, Elissa Moor, Remi ShahThornley, Natalie Sodzi and Harriet Sanderson) played
5 matches to gain a position in the semi-finals. These
matches included two very well fought and contested
matches again Dean Close and Wycliffe School. The team worked together to pass the ball steadily
across the court and won all five of these matches. We then found out we were to play Stroud High
in the semi-final - a team which we already knew had some very strong players. The High School for
Girls, however, managed to pull ahead of Stroud at half time, with great defensive work from
Natalie Sodzi and some amazing shooting by Lucy. Next in the final the team faced Pate’s - a team
who had beaten our U16 team previously, but with thanks to some amazing through court work by
Elissa and consistent shooting from Jess, the girls pulled out of the bag another win! We won the
whole tournament… meaning we are going through to regionals; the first time a HSFG netball team
has done this since 2006!!
The regional tournament will be held in Bournemouth on Saturday, 27th January, where we hope to
perform well against lots of very competent teams from all over the south west. We are very proud
of what this team has achieved and look forward to seeing how well we they do in this tournament.
The team would like to thank the PE teachers for coaching and organising them to be the best they
can!
Mrs King

The Carnegie Crew
On Wednesday, 11th October, a group of Year 8 and 9
students visited the Cheltenham Literature Festival in
order to take part in a debate, with five other schools,
to decide, in its eightieth year, which winner of the
Carnegie Medal is the best.
Each school was assigned a
winning book and so, for
the previous few weeks, we had been meeting during Friday lunchtimes
in order to discuss the things that make ours, Philip Pullman's Northern
Lights, better than the others: One, A Monster Calls, The Borrowers, The
Machine Gunners and Whispers in the Graveyard. Between us, we
created a speech that our representative, Heather Samuel, would
deliver at The Town Hall. The rest of the team: Bella Hollingworth from
Year 8 and Leigh Phillips, Joanna Graham, Iman Haq, Megan Cordell and
Emma Giles from Year 9 would be her supporters.
The debate was certainly intense, with lots of stiff competition and, in
the end, One, the most recent winner of the six, triumphed. After the
debate, the team had a chance to console themselves with lunch and a
visit to the festival tents, including a pop up Waterstones.
The day was very enjoyable, and even though we didn’t quite get the
result we had hoped for, we had a great time celebrating the wonders of
modern literature.
Mrs Murran
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LRC News
Two big projects have dominated the start of this
school year: cataloguing all the school textbooks
and preparing our Carnegie Team for the Literature
Festival Debate.
Since the beginning of September, I have processed
1776 school textbooks on to the library catalogue
and issued almost as many to our students. This
will streamline issues and returns of our textbooks
in future and ensure that fewer of them go missing
over the year.
Our preparations for the Carnegie Medal’s 80th
Anniversary Winner of Winners event at the
Literature Festival culminated in today’s debate at
the Town Hall in Cheltenham. This has been
written up in the Newsletter by students in the
Team: Heather Samuel (Debate Speaker), Joanna
Graham (Deputy Speaker), Emma Giles, Leigh
Phillips, Iman Haq, Isabella Hollingworth and
Megan Cordell. We have also had invaluable help
from Maryam Greengrass, a seasoned and prolific
reader, and Matthew Merritt, who has in-depth
knowledge of our allocated book, Northern Lights
by Philip Pullman. It was a great pleasure for Mrs
Murran and myself to take this delightful group of
students to the Festival.
The LRC is currently recruiting Library prefects from
Year 12. If your daughter or son is interested in
contributing to the life of the School, please ask
them to come and see me.

There was a wonderful response to National Poetry
Day on 28th September, the theme of which was
Freedom. I received many more entries to the
poetry competition than I expected and several
were also beautifully illustrated. The poems will go
on display in the LRC and House Points will be
awarded for participation.

Thank you to all parents who have been using our
new online ordering system for Scholastic Book
Clubs. Your support allows me to obtain new
books for the LRC and stretches the LRC budget
further.
For those who are continuing with the Year of
Reading Challenge, here are the next three months
to try:
In October, read a selection from a local book club
– if you don’t know of one, contact your local
library.

I have now given Library talks to all the Year 7
English classes, including how to find the book you
want, how library books should be treated and why
bookmarks are essential to
reduce wear and tear. I have
also provided subject specific
resource talks to Year 12
students, so they should be
aware how to find good
quality resources for their
work.
Please encourage
them to ask me if they are
unsure where to start in
obtaining resources.

In November, read an award
winner – there’s plenty to
choose from! We’ve all been
reading
Philip
Pullman’s
Northern Lights, the book
allocated for our Cheltenham
Festival Carnegie Debate.
In December, read someone else’s favourite book
– most people have one and are happy to make
recommendations.
Ms C Cordall, Librarian
@HSFG_LRC
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Collection of Students for Appointments
The school operates safeguarding procedures and
takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously. Therefore, we would be extremely grateful
if parents/carers would abide by the procedures set
out for all students in the main school.
Any student, who needs to leave the school site
during the day must be collected by a parent/carer
or named individual for that student, from the
MAIN RECEPTION. Students will need to sign out at
Student Services and they will be taken to meet a
parent/carer in reception. Please be aware that we
cannot make any exceptions to this procedure for
any student in Years 7-11.
Please make sure that we hold up-to-date details for
your daughter/son. Please remember that only the
contacts detailed on your daughter’s/son’s data
sheet can collect them from school. You can also
email office@hsfg.org at any time with new
telephone numbers or email addresses.
Parents/carers are also requested not to park on
school grounds when collecting daughters/sons for
appointments.

Year 7-11 Student Absence Line:
01452 543335
(Press 1 when prompted and leave a message) or email:

absence@hsfg.org
Sixth Form Student Absence Line:
01452 543335
(choose the option to report Sixth Form absence) or email:

sixthformabsence@hsfg.org

Winter Weather PE Lessons
As the weather turns much colder and wetter, please
ensure that your daughter is adequately prepared
for outdoor Physical Education lessons. The PE
Department is concerned that students do not
appear to have basic items such as sweatshirts and
tracksuit bottoms in their PE bags even when they
are having a double lesson outside. PE lessons will
usually take place whatever the weather, so your
daughter may get wet and cold during a lesson. We
would recommend that all students have a carrier
bag to put wet clothes in and also a small towel with
which to dry themselves. We are happy for students
to wear thermal layers under their kit if they are
going outside for PE lessons but they should ensure
that the colour of the thermal clothing matches their
shirt colour. Please make sure that PE kit (and all
other school uniform) is named over the holidays.
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Term Dates 2017-2018
Term 1: Wednesday, 6th September –
Wednesday, 18th October 2017
Term 2: Monday, 30th October –
Friday, 15th December 2017
Term 3: Tuesday, 2nd January –
Friday, 9th February 2018
Term 4: Monday, 19th February –
Wednesday, 28th March 2018
Term 5: Monday, 16th April – Friday, 25th May 2018
Term 6: Tuesday, 5th June –
Wednesday, 25th July 2018
Please don’t Google ‘HSFG Term Dates’. This takes
you to a non-HSFG website where the dates are
incorrect. Please always type in www.hsfg.org
Term dates are available under ‘Parental
information’.

Contagious Diseases
Please can parents/carers let the school know
immediately if their daughter/son has contracted a
contagious disease? It is important that we are
aware of this as we are largely a female school and
the disease could have important consequences,
not only for female staff, but also for students.
Thank you in advance.

School Emails
Emails are sent out to parents/
carers from Mrs Sawicka one week
and Year Co-ordinators the next.
If you have not been receiving
these emails then please contact
Mrs Hayward at office@hsfg.org
and your email will be added to
the appropriate year group’s
email. Please check your spam
folder for school emails.
Mrs Sawicka’s emails are available on the Headteacher’s Blog on our website here.

Bad Weather - School Closure Information

In the event of bad weather or other reasons
information on school closure can be found on our
website:
www.hsfg.org or:
www.glosclosedschools.com
The information will also be available on the local
radio station. Please also check the bus company
websites for their up-to-date information:
Bennetts: www.bennettscoaches.co.uk
Willetts: www.willettsofyorkley.co.uk
Aston Coaches: www.astoncoachesltd.com
Marchants:
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What’s on in Term 2 2017/18
Thursday, 19th October - Friday, 27th October - Autumn Break
Term 2 (2017)
Monday, 30th October

Term 2 begins. This is Week 2.

Monday, 30th October

PTA AGM followed by PTA Meeting – 7.30 pm (School Hall)

Wednesday,

1st

November

Year 10 German Exchange in Gloucester (returns 8th)

Monday, 6th November

Week 1

Tuesday, 7th November

Full Governors’ Board Meeting – 6.00 pm

Thursday,

9th

Year 9 Swiss Exchange leaves (returns 15th)

November

Friday, 10th November

Remembrance Day Assembly
PTA Quiz Night – 7.00 pm

Monday,

13th

November

Week 2
U14 County Netball (pm)
Sixth Form History Conference in London

Wednesday,

15th

November

Governors’ HR and Pastoral Meeting - 6.00 pm

Friday, 17th November

PTA Christmas Fayre – 6.30 pm

Monday, 20th November

Week 1
Chelsea’s Choice for Year 9 – 2.15 pm

Tuesday, 21st November

Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening - 5.00 – 8.00 pm

Thursday, 23rd November

Sixth Form Theatre trip to Oxford

Monday,

27th

November

Week 2

Wednesday, 29th November

Targeted Year 10-13 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 5.00 – 8.00 pm

Friday, 1st December

U13 Mini Hockey Tournament
World Challenge Auction of Promises – 7.00 pm

Monday, 4th December

Week 1

Tuesday, 5th December

Rehearsals for musicians at Cathedral (am)
Charity Concert in Gloucester Cathedral - 7.00 pm

Wednesday, 6th December

Governors’ Business Management Committee meeting – 6.00 pm

Thursday, 7th December

INVEST Day 2

Friday,

8th

December

Years 7 and 8 Disco – 7.00-9.00 pm

Monday, 11th December

Week 2
Rehearsal for choirs at the Cathedral

Tuesday,

12th

December

Full Governors’ Board Meeting – 6.00 pm

Wednesday, 13th December

Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Lunch in Dining Room

Friday,

15th

December

Christmas Carol Service in Gloucester Cathedral - 10.00 am
Term 2 ends at 1.30 pm

Monday, 18th December 2017 – Monday, 1st January 2017 - Christmas Break
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Spectacular Science Show with
Mark Thompson

The Light Princess ballet

Friday, 27th October 2017 – Stroud Subscription Rooms

If you think Science is boring, think again; this is
science like you have never seen before. Explore
the strange and magical properties of matter with
exploding elephant’s toothpaste, vortex generating
dustbins, dancing paste, vanishing beakers and
even exploding Pringle tubes!
TV astronomer and author Mark Thompson has been
enthralling audiences for over 20 years with his
fascinating journeys around the Universe. Now he is
turning his infectious enthusiasm to things a little
closer to home with this brand new show which is
suitable for a family audience.
Check out the promo video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIK939gIVJ8
&app=desktop

Saturday, 28th October 2017 – Roses Theatre,
Tewkesbury

“Audiences can enjoy the lightest and
brightest dance event of the year when
Ballet Cymru’s The Light Princess
pirouettes into Tewkesbury”
Featuring an original score by harpist Catrin Finch
and outstanding classical choreography, Ballet
Cymru’s ballet The Light Princess promises an
enchanting performance.
Drawing inspiration from Sleeping Beauty, the
ballet on Saturday, 28th October tells the story of
a princess afflicted with a constant
weightlessness, who cannot keep her feet on the
ground until she finds love.
Incorporating elements of circus and stunning
choreography, The Light Princess promises to
enchant audiences at Tewkesbury’s Roses
Theatre this October.
Ballet Cymru are a young, vital group of dancers
who are pushing back the barriers of classical
ballet. Ballet Cymru is a chamber ballet for Wales,
committed to inclusion and innovation in dance
and classical ballet, and to the highest standard
of collaboration with dancers, choreographers,
designers, composers and musicians.
Times: from 2.30pm
Admission: Tickets range from £14.50 to £19.50,
with concessions available.

From 2.30pm. Tickets from £8.00.
Telephone: (01453) 760900 or book tickets online
here.

Telephone: (01684) 295074.
Find out more information and book tickets here.
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High School for Girls’ PTA
cordially invite you to a....

QUIZ NIGHT
Friday, 10th November - 7.00 pm
(First question 7.30 pm)

In the School Hall

Students, Staff and Parents why not come and battle it out
so we can really see who is the cleverest?
Only £4.00 per person!

High School for Girls
Denmark Road, Gloucester GL1 3JN
Telephone: 01452 543335 Fax: 01452 549862
Email: office@hsfg.org Website: www.hsfg.org
@hsfgdenmarkroad

Believe • Achieve • Thrive
Page 14 of 14 - High School for Girls’ Newsletter – Issue 1 – October 2017

