High School News

Issue 1: December 2012

Dear Parents/Carers
No matter how old you are Christmas is a special time for families and friends. It is wonderful to
celebrate this event irrespective of beliefs and different traditions. Once again this year, I will be
cooking the 12 course meal for Christmas Eve. Within Polish tradition, ‘Wigilia’ is a special time
when families come together to await the birth of Christ and this celebration usually ends with
Midnight Mass which often finishes at 2.00 am.
The last two terms in school have been very busy indeed. Just last week we had the Charity
Concert in aid of Rapid UK. It was such a splendid occasion with over 300 girls performing in the
concert, whether singing solos or in a choir or playing in a quartet or an orchestra. The standard
was very high indeed. As always, the Year 7 massed choir stole the show with their performance of
“When I grow up” from the hit musical ‘Matilda’. I thought that St Trinians had arrived in
Gloucester Cathedral. My thanks go to the Music Department for organising such a wonderful
concert.
The students’ further talents were displayed at The Royal Albert Hall in November when over 50 of
them took part in the last night of the School Proms. Memories created by events such as this will
remain forever.
I have a particular memory to treasure this term. I was very privileged to be invited by The Royal
British Legion to their Festival of Remembrance in November at The Royal Albert Hall. I felt
enormous pride as the Head of the High School when Cara Valente, representing G15, came onto
the stage leading out the civilians who have raised £1000’s for the Legion. The event was magical
and very moving, especially when The Royal Albert Hall fell silent for two minutes and the petals of
hearts rained down on the assembled. There were three moments when I had to choke back the
tears: when the Bomber Command came into the centre and a Spitfire was superimposed on them
and their missions and feats were read out; the procession of the widows and families of men and
women who had died this year, 52 in total and also when two young children, The Spitfire Kids,
brought poppies to be placed on the altar that was made of drums. This was particularly poignant
especially when the following words were spoken, “We present these poppies from children to say
thank you to all who gave their lives so that we can live and be free”. Indeed, we need to
remember them.
On another note I am delighted to announce that just on Friday we received notification that we
were successful in our bid to the DFE of £204,773 for the replacement of most of the flat roofs in
school. This work will be carried out in the next few months. Furthermore, we have put in another
bid to the DfE for a new Performing Arts Centre and extension to the dining hall. This went in on
Monday and we will hear whether we have been successful or not in May 2013. It is important that
we try to update the facilities for the students as they deserve better than the temporary
classrooms that have been in existence for 25 years. The Governors, only last week, decided to put
money towards this build which will hopefully strengthen our case.
Some many different trips, visits and activities have occurred over the last term. Staff and students
have written about these in the newsletter. I hope you enjoy reading about them.
The staff want to join me in wishing students and parents/carers a peaceful Christmas and a very
Happy New Year. We look forward to welcoming back all the students again on Monday, 7th
January 2013. Hopefully, a week after the start of term, we will be launching our long awaited new
website.
With best wishes,

Mrs E Sawicka
Headteacher
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Last night of the School Proms – HSFG at The Royal Albert Hall
Girls from the High School were very fortunate to take part in a “once
in a lifetime” concert on 14th November when over 600 students from
Gloucestershire (460 singers and 150 instrumentalists) including about
50 from the High School performed at the Royal Albert Hall. They
were part of the premiere of a specially commissioned work “Journey”
by Phil Harper, performing to a packed house including many of our
parents who had travelled up to London to support this memorable
occasion.
The result was very impressive, and the day will remain in the
memories of performers and supporters for a long time to come. One
student on leaving the hall said, “this is the best day in my life so far.”

High School Charity Concert 2012
As part of the school’s celebrations for Christmas, the Charity
Concert is a highlight for many – not only providing a fantastic
performance opportunity in Gloucester Cathedral, but also enabling
students and parents to start the Christmas season by supporting a
worthy local charity. This year, we hope to raise in excess of £3000
for Rapid UK.
All the school’s main music groups featured starting with the huge
Concert Band, getting the evening off to a rousing start with a
Christmas medley and “Pirates of the Caribbean” and leaving the
audience with a great appetite for the rest of the evening. There
was excellent vocal music throughout the concert which included the
Junior Choir’s atmospheric performances of “Sing” and “Lullaby of
Broadway”, the polished and energetic performance of “Zadok the
Priest” by the Senior Choir and the stunning vocal solo by Catriona
Holsgrove in “O Holy Night”. The second half also featured some fine
orchestral playing in “Flute Dance” and “March from Carmen”.
There were also contrasting moments in the concert, notably the
imaginative and accomplished work from the Performing Arts group,
who put on their own musical and dance version of Emeli Sande’s
“Read all about it”. “The Bells of Christmas” sung by Year 13 from
the organ loft was another dramatic and impressive interlude. The
highlight of the whole evening was the Year 7 choir, who performed
two contrasting songs to end the concert: the first was a beautiful
rendition of Rutter’s “Colours of Christmas” followed by an
enthusiastic and extrovert performance of “When I grow up” from
the hit musical Matilda.
Mr Haynes

Hockey Tournament
On Friday, 30th November, ten
enthusiastic hockey players from
Years 7 and 8 travelled to Dean Close
School in Cheltenham where we
competed in a tournament with a
high standard of hockey played by all.
Our first opposition was Beaudesert
Park School who had played a lot
more
hockey
than
us;
they
unfortunately beat us 8-0. That
turned out to be our toughest match
of the day so after this result, the
team was even more determined and
we set out to win our next match
against St Peters. We battled hard
and managed to win 1-0 from a great
shot in the corner by Georgina
Smellie. Our last match of the group,
was against Cheltenham Ladies
College. They were a good team, but
we were lucky enough to have our
strong goalie, Abbie, who made some
amazing saves, leaving the score only
2-0 to them. Finishing third in our
group, we played St Edwards in the
5th/6th play off. It was a close match
where the final result was 3–1 with
Danielle Dean scoring our only goal in
this game. Unfortunately, losing our
last game resulted in us taking sixth
place. All the girls in the team should
be very proud of themselves. We had
a very enjoyable day, being able to
demonstrate some super hockey and
we learnt valuable skills.
Georgina Smellie and
Eleanor Migliaccio, Year 8
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Pirates/Languages Day at
High School for Girls

On Tuesday, 4th December,
‘Walking the plank’ – with
it was Languages Day and it
instructions in German!
was scary! I felt nervous
and slightly embarrassed
about what my friends
might say when they saw
me dancing with the rest of
the class. But now, I don’t
see what I was worried
about because it went really
well. We had to dance and
sing to ‘Hallo aus Berlin’
(Hello from Berlin), it was
fun and I would definitely
do it again. I really enjoyed
watching
the
different
classes’ performances, especially Spanish because it gave me
a preview of another language which I don’t learn in lessons.
The other pieces were fabulous, consisting of songs, dances
and rap. The French classes were great and the other
German class was fun to watch. The only improvement I can
think of is to make it a non-uniform day which is a bit easier
for everyone. Overall, I think it was amazing and I can’t wait
to see what the teachers will do next year. I would like to
say a massive thank you to all of the teachers involved!
Billie Thomas, 8P
During Languages Day everyone clearly had a fun time with
the pirate theme. ARR! Dressing up was a laugh and we
enjoyed learning other languages such as Italian. All the
workshops were different, inventive and new with endless
piratey ideas to make languages fun to learn. I personally
enjoyed learning new languages, especially Russian, which I
thought had a lot of interesting words in it. Eve Boyle, 7H
On Pirate Languages day we had to come into school
dressed as pirates then go into the different language rooms
and take part in pirate-themed learning in four different
languages. The first room was German, and we learned how
to say forwards (Geradeaus), turn around (Dreh dich um),
left(Links) and right (rechts). Then, using those phrases, we
had to walk a pretend plank blindfolded and our "shipmates"
had to guide us along it in German by calling out the
directions. The next was the French room. There, we learnt
how to sing Heads shoulders knees and toes in French and
swordfight using pirate phrases such as "Pas de quartier!"
(no life spared!) and "Mille tonnerres!" (a thousand
thunders!). Next, we went into the Russian room, which was
the "Piratnaya Taverna!" or the Pirates’ Tavern, and learnt
some of the foods and drink you might find in a pirates’
tavern such as "Vodka" and "Chipsy" which means Vodka
and Crisps. Last of all we went to the Italian room and learnt
the numbers in Italian up to 11, and clever ways to
remember them like "nove" is nine but we remembered it as
your Mum saying ‘No Way because you`ve been a naughty
Pirate drinking too much rum!’ Then, using the numbers we
had to cross the stepping stones to the Treasure saying the
numbers as we went. We had a really fun day and would like
to say thank you to all of the staff who organised it and hope
we can do it again next year!
Lily Whitehead, 7H
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Spanish Exchange
On Tuesday, 2nd of October, an exciting week
in Galapagar, Madrid, was about to begin for
35 students from HSFG and STRS. On
Tuesday lunchtime, we eagerly clambered on
to the bus and travelled to Bristol Airport from
where we flew to Madrid. When we reached
our destination – IES Infanta Elena, we were
greeted by our exchange partners and our
host families with a kiss on each cheek and a
hug. We then went to our family’s house and
experienced our first Spanish meal before
heading off to bed after a busy day.
We had different exciting trips every day
which included the Bernabeau Stadium, an
open bus tour of Madrid, the Palacio Real, a trip to Segovia, shopping in Madrid, Museo del Prado and a
visit to the Monastery of Escorial to name a few. We also
had the weekend to spend with our host families and
soak up the traditional Spanish culture.

When it was time to go, we were all upset to leave. We
have memories to treasure forever and good times with
people we will never forget. We had so much fun: there
were blossoming relationships; we met new friends;
experienced new things and of course, improved our
Spanish. It was a great experience and we recommend
the trip to anyone who studies Spanish.
Noori Piperdy and Alice Kennedy, 10QD

Winter Weather PE Lessons
As the weather starts to turn much colder and wetter, please ensure that your daughter is
adequately prepared for outdoor PE lessons. The PE Department have become increasingly
concerned that students do not appear to have basic items such as sweatshirts and tracksuit
bottoms in their PE bags even when they know they are having a double lesson outside. PE
lessons will usually take place whatever the weather, so your daughter may get wet and cold
during a lesson. We would recommend that all students have a carrier bag to put wet clothes
in and also a small towel with which to dry themselves. We are happy for students to wear
thermal layers under their kit if they are going outside to PE lessons but they should ensure
that the colour of the thermal matches their shirt colour.
Miss Leathart
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Hillfield
Gardens’
Sculpture
Design
Competition
update

Maggie’s Centre Fundraising

The following Year 9 girls have had their designs
chosen for submission to the committee of the Friends
of Hillfield Gardens: Eleanor Springham, Daisy
Woodford and Rebecca Layzell, Abigail Stephens and
Ruby Fowler, Molly Hage, Katie Hayter and Lauren
Evans, Daisy Houlder, Marie Williams, Sophie Westall,
Emily Read, Holly Evans, Evie Cripps. Congratulations
to all.
It is hoped that the committee will select one or
perhaps two designs which can be used to inspire the
final sculpture. Many exciting and original designs
were submitted, some however, were too extravagant
and costly to consider!
There is an exhibition of some of the entries on the
display boards outside room AS2.
Miss Fairhurst

News from the LRC
We have enjoyed welcoming our new
Year 7s and Year 12s to the library
this term although, sadly, one of our
librarians, Miss Roberts, has moved
away to a new full-time position. We look forward to
welcoming Mrs Cordall to the library in the New Year.
As usual, the library has played host to Origami Club
on a Friday and this year the school Chess Club has
been meeting on Thursdays.

Last term, 9LA decided to raise as much as possible
for a charity. A few people suggested charities and
explained what they do and why they thought we
should support them this term. The whole class then
voted for Maggie’s Centre in Cheltenham. The Centre
is located at Cheltenham General Hospital and
complements the cancer treatment on offer at the
Hospital. This charity was suggested by Rachel
Jackson. The next step was to decide how we should
fundraise. We wanted to do something different and
unusual.
In the end, we settled on an idea
suggested by one of our form tutors, Mrs Bowman.
The idea was to each take a tube of smarties. We
then had to eat them, which we all enjoyed! After
that, our task was to try and fill it completely with
change we earned from doing small jobs around the
house. Some of the things we did were washing up,
cleaning, cooking, ironing, clearing and laying the
table etc... Some of us also asked some people we
knew for a small donation. Everyone was very
supportive. After three weeks, we all brought our
tube of smarties back. Most of them were full and
they were all very heavy. We counted the money
during a lunchtime registration and the grand total
came to £128.49. We were all really pleased with this
and we sent if off to Maggie’s Centre with a letter. A
week later, we received a letter back thanking us and
explaining more about how the charity works. This
was a really good experience for all of us with a very
pleasing result. We hope that in the future we can
support many more charities like Maggie’s Centre.
Laura Webb on behalf of 9LA

We have created a new display in the library for
“Recommended Reads”: students can see what others
have recommended, and can also recommend a book
that they have enjoyed. Most of our new stock is
‘request driven’, in other words we try to buy any
book or DVD that a student requests, budget
permitting!
Finally a plea: we are collecting the Nestle box tops
again so please check your breakfast cereal boxes
and send the tokens in if you see them. Thank you
Mrs J Brazier

IFS Student Investor Challenge
In November, almost 120 students from Years 9 to 13 registered to be
part of the Online Investor Challenge programme. This is a National
competition (The league table of all teams can be found at student
investor.org). The teams each have four students and have to buy and sell £100,000 worth of shares on the
stock market. (Not real money!) This forms part of the school’s ongoing commitment to financial awareness
education. In February, the team, whose investments have increased the most, will be in line for a prize. The top
prize being a fabulous all expenses educational trip to New York! There are about 7,000 teams registered in the
country so competition is fierce but the best of luck to all the teams from The High School!
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The Gloucestershire Youth
Players’ Production of Romeo
and Juliet

World Challenge Trip to Thailand

The Gloucestershire Youth Players visited the High
School for Girls in September, with their touring
production of Romeo and Juliet by William
Shakespeare. This was a fantastic opportunity for
students at HSFG to see a live theatre production on
a low budget but with good performance skills. The
lead roles were played sensitively. Juliet was
captivating, caught between the hateful feud of the
Montagues and Capulets and the forbidden love she
felt for Romeo. The high ideals of love were
sometimes represented by a simple but effective use
of levels as Juliet climbed a ladder instead of looking
out from her balcony.

Tizzi Wooler 10QC kindly wrote this review:
On Monday, 10th September, the High School for
Girls hosted a performance of Romeo and Juliet by
the Gloucestershire Youth Players. Their company is
made up of teenage actors and the High School’s
Lucy Cooper gave a strong performance as Friar
Lawrence. The GYP also performed their production
of the Taming of the Shrew at the High School for
Girls in 2011.
As much as I enjoyed this performance of the tragic
Romeo and Juliet, I preferred the more comical The
Taming of the Shrew as it was more positive and
lively the whole way through. Both plays contained
themes such as oppression.
The Gloucestershire Youth Players also brought the
play into a modern context as it used props seen on
today’s streets such as wheelie bins and a ladder;
the Montagues and the Capulets were rivals in the
waste disposal industry. The actors were all brilliant
and they knew exactly when to appeal to the
audience’s sympathy and when to be humorous.
Although I am not studying ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at the
moment in English, I found going to see the
performance very useful because it gave me a better
appreciation of Shakespeare’s language and how it
may have been performed when Shakespeare first
wrote and staged the play.
Sculpture of
Romeo and
Juliet by
Milton
Hebald,
1966. Bronze
on granite
pedestal in
Central Park,
New York.

Khloe Bell and Anastasiya Belova riding an elephant
in a conservation park in Thailand.
On 24th July a group of seventeen teenagers and
three adults set off for Thailand, where they planned
to spend four weeks trekking, volunteering and
exploring the depths of the country. After an eight
hour flight to India, they changed planes and then
travelled for a further four hours to Thailand. Finally,
they caught a ‘sleeper’ train to Laos, a country on
the northern border of Thailand.
Once they had arrived, an acclimatisation trek
began. It was supposed to last three days but on
the second day, a decision was made by the group
to discontinue the trek, due to several sprains and
twisted ankles. Later in the trip the group were
faced with a six-day trek in the area of Chiang Rai.
Anastasiya Belova described this trek as a cultural
experience where she felt part of the community.
This was largely due to ‘home stays’, a method
whereby the travellers slept in the houses of local
villagers in order to embrace the culture.
When asked to pinpoint what the highlight of the
whole trip had been and why, she answered without
hesitation, ‘Swimming in the wild waterfall of the
Akha Hill village.’ She called it a spectacular
experience in a completely natural habitat,
untouched by tourists. I think this sums up the
meaning of the trip to Thailand, the aim of which
was to become part of the community and learn
about the culture of the Thai people.’
It is clear this was achieved as the Anastasiya went
on to say, ‘It fulfilled my expectations and much
more. We had such a wonderful time and we would
like to thank Miss Bennett for organising the trip.’
By Holly Moore, Year 11
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‘The New E-Baccalaureate’ by
Stephanie Sinclair, Year 10
In a move that has been hailed by some, as the most
radical and controversial shake-up of exams in a
generation, Education Secretary, Michael Gove recently
announced that GCSE examinations are to be replaced
with the new English Baccalaureate certificates in
secondary schools across England from 2017.
This decision, in my opinion, is a drastic a step
backward for modern British education, with the
proposals for the Baccalaureate sounding eerily familiar
to the difficult exams my parents recall doing - not an
exam suitable for future generations.
As one of the final cohorts of students to embark upon
the GCSE curriculum, I cannot help but wonder
whether all this hard work and preparation will be
worth anything in a few years’ time. I question how
our grades will compare to this new qualification and
whether employers will favour the Baccalaureate over
GCSEs?
When speaking to a group of Year 7 students, who will
be among the first to sit the new exam, it is clear that
they have the greatest cause for concern as they fear
that there will literally be no margin for error. Their
response was largely negative. Many worried about
having a ‘bad day’ that could affect the rest of their
lives, while others felt there was no need for a costly
new system to be implemented.

The New English Baccalaureate –
Another Perspective by Miranda
Bopoto - Year 13
Amid the political disharmony regarding the English
Baccalaureate, it is easy to forget about those who will
be most affected by the new measures and those
whose views should shape any debate on the topic i.e. teachers, and more importantly, students.
Whilst I agree with the principle of an education
system that challenges and engages with students, as
a student, I question the logistics of the English
Baccalaureate. One pitfall, I believe is the fact that the
exams will be restricted to one sitting, in a move that
will surely be fraught with problems. It is clear that

Important Dates/
Information
A copy of this newsletter is
available on our website to
download, along with term dates
and other dates of important
school events and trips. The
next issue of this newsletter will
be at the end of February 2013.

if a student is ill on a particular day, he/she may
underperform and therefore very able students may
not achieve the success they deserve and this is an
area where the Baccalaureate may fail students.
Moreover, the nature of some subjects such as the
Sciences has shown that a modular style of assessment
is more appropriate. In fact, modular exams require
the students to work consistently throughout the year
rather than in one short burst at the end. While I
recognise the weaknesses of the current GCSE system,
such as the so called ‘resit culture’ phenomenon, it
does at least cater to the breadth of student ability.
Whether the Baccalaureate will also fulfil this important
role, remains unclear. Perhaps others (like me) are
suspicious about a glorified one size fits all exam and
one that fails to recognise the different abilities and
levels of students.
Despite the above criticisms, there are arguments in
favour of the English Baccalaureate as reform is much
needed. Figures show that the number of students
being entered for exams in subjects such as History,
Geography, the Sciences and Languages is falling. This
fact poses some important questions about educational
standards in this country. These are the same subjects
that are recognised and valued by employers for the
skills with which they equip their employees. With
globalisation, it is increasingly important that British
students are able to compete with their international
peers. One might argue that GCSEs are a potential
handicap for British students, given that we are now
competing with better qualified students from around
the world. It is often the case that foreign students
have also had to learn a second, third or even a fourth
language, yet between 2000 and 2011, just 40% of
students here in the UK took a GCSE in a foreign
language.
Of course, we may also look at the disparities between
state school and privately educated students. As it
stands, it is often the case that more Heads in
independent schools (and state grammar schools) have
made the study of a modern language at GCSE Level
compulsory. By contrast, only 23% of other state
schools have made this move. Many will agree that
state school students also deserve the opportunity to
compete with the brightest and the best students from
across the world and it is suggested that this will be
made more possible with the English Baccalaureate.

Bad Weather - School Closure Information
In the event of bad weather, information on school
closure can be found on our website:
www.hsfg.org or:
www.glosclosedschools.com
The information will also be available on the local radio station.
Please also check the bus company websites for their up-to-date
information: Bennetts: www.bennettscoaches.co.uk Colefordian:
telephone 01594 810080 Aston Coaches: www.astoncoachesltd.com
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Christmas Hockey Tournament
As part of the
High School's
School Games
Programme,
a Level 1
Christmas
Hockey
Tournament
was held on a
very chilly
December
night. 28 Year 7 - 9 students donned festive attire to
play a mini hockey tournament. The teams were
mixed and it was lovely to see the Year 8 and 9 girls
helping to organise the teams. All the girls had a
great time in spite of the sub zero temperatures!
Miss Leathart

Rugby at the
High School

Cross Country
The cross-country teams have enjoyed their most
successful season ever. It has been great to see so
many students dedicated to training. We have also
benefitted from the coaching of Gloucester Athletics
club coach, Kerry Newell alongside our Cover
Supervisor, Miss Collier. In the first round of the
English Schools Competition held at Bromsgrove
School, our Junior and Intermediate teams finished in
fourth place, which was unfortunately not quite good
enough to qualify for the regional finals.
In the district competition, we had a number of
excellent individual and team performances. The Year
7 team finished in second place and the Junior (Year 8
& 9) and Intermediate (Year 10 & 11) teams won their
competitions by some distance. We also won three
medals at the District Championships with Tilda
Tierney winning the Intermediate girls race and
Alexandra Quinn Savoury and Hannah Haggie won
silver and bronze in the Junior Girls’ race. As a result of
their excellent performances 12 students were selected
to represent the District at the County Finals at Newent
Community School. At the County Finals, these girls
performed extremely well on a very heavy, muddy
course. Congratulations go to Bethan Moor in Year 9
and Tilda Tierney in Year 10 who, as a result of
their performances, have been selected to represent
Gloucestershire at the
Intercounties
competition
in Cardiff in
February.
Miss
Leathart

The High School’s Boys’ rugby team, which was
started in 2010, had a good season this year, with
Mrs King and Mrs Simpson coaching and Sam
Ogden and Omar Alouat leading and captaining the
team. We had a completely new set of players,
ranging from those who had never played before, to
some local club players. Every single member,
however, played excellent rugby.
The first game against Beaufort was fairly one sided
and we did loose 65-5; we did, however, put our full
effort and determination in to scoring at least 1 try.
The aim of the match for us was to give new
players experience and allow them to get a feel for
the game. It also enabled us to assess each players’
strengths and decide where they should play in the
next game. It was an enjoyable game, very good
rugby was played and we even had blood and a
sprained ankle!
The enthusiasm was not lost however, and in the
second match we triumphantly beat Chosen Hill 3110 and the team was coming together. Our luck
ran out, however, in the final game against Crypt's
strong team who are soon to be touring South
Africa. We were, unsurprisingly, beaten 36-0.
Finally, the boys are hoping to run and play a 7s
tournament in March.
The Team: Sam Ogden, Callum Newman, Seb
Jackson, Matt Kerry, Jordan Evans, Jean-Luc
Boisriveau, Liam Fedden, Will Gornall, Omar Alout
(Captain), Alex Memory, Chris Patrick, Dan De
Gruchy, Nick Rastal, Josh Quinton, Jon Edwards,
Jamie Cave, Roshin Ono, Callum Yeoman.
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Uniform – Main School
Can parents/carers please make sure that students
are dressed appropriately for school.
Blazers must be worn to and from school whilst
hoodies of any description are not part of school
uniform.
Some students are rolling up their skirts or, at least
rolling down the waistband, and thus damaging the
zips. Skirts need to be worn properly and as
previously stated, only the school regulation
skirt is acceptable. This is a straight skirt with a
vent at the back. Lycra, jersey or any material
which clings to the body will not be allowed. Skirts
also need to be knee length. It is important that
the students look smart when going to and from
school.

Term Dates 2013-2014
Term 1: Wednesday, 4th September – Thursday, 24th
October 2013
Term 2: Monday, 4th November – Friday, 20th
December 2013
Term 3: Monday, 6th January – Friday, 14th February
2014
Term 4: Monday, 24th February – Friday, 4th April
2014
Term 5: Tuesday, 22nd April – Friday, 23rd May 2014
Term 6: Monday, 2nd June – Friday, 18th July 2014

Year 13 Study Leave
Study leave begins on Tuesday, 8th January at
3.30 pm and students should return to school at
8.35 am on Wednesday, 23rd January.

Punctuality

Communication with Parents/
Carers via email
We hope that you are receiving
information about school events via
our emails.
If you are not receiving these emails, please check
your spam/junk folders; you may need to give
permission for HSFG emails to go to your inbox.
Alternatively, we may not have your correct email
address or we may not have an email address for
you at all. Please send any updated or new email
addresses, together with the name of your
daughter/son, to office@hsfg.org or amend/add
them on the data sheet when your daughter/son
brings them home over the next couple of weeks. If
you have the emails sent to your work email address
but you are often away from the office, perhaps it
would be better to have them sent to your home
email address as well, so that you don’t miss
anything important.
Mr McShane, Deputy Head

Gloucester Rugby home matches in
December 2012 and January & February
2013
Saturday, 22nd December 2012
Gloucester Rugby vs Exeter Chiefs – Aviva
Premiership match
Saturday, 5th January 2013
Gloucester Rugby vs London Irish – Aviva
Premiership match
Saturday, 19th January 2013
Gloucester Rugby vs Mont de Marsan – Amlin
Challenge Cup match
Saturday, 2nd February 2013
Gloucester Ruby v Bath Rugby – LV Cup

We would like to remind you of the importance of
punctuality. Unfortunately some students are arriving
late and, whilst we understand traffic issues can cause
problems, students should be in tutor rooms by
8.30 am ready for morning registration at 8.35 am.
Students arriving after registration closes will be given
a ‘late mark’.

Contagious Diseases
Please can parents/carers let the school know
immediately if their daughter/son has come down with
a contagious disease. It is important that we are aware
of this as we are largely a female school and the
disease could have consequences not only for female
staff but also for students. Thank you in advance.

‘Community
Connection’
Scheme
The High School has recently signed up to become
part of the Gloucester Rugby ‘Community
Connection’ Scheme.
As part of the scheme, we are eligible to receive a
match ticket discount of 10% on all tickets. Buying
tickets in this way will also result in the school
receiving 10% cash back on every ticket sold.
Tickets will be available to buy through school and will
be advertised to students in registers and on the
notice boards outside the PE Office. Tickets can also
be booked by individuals through the GRFC Ticket
Office.
If you would like to book your match day tickets as an
individual or family group using this scheme, you will
need to quote the following and you will need to go to
the ticket office to purchase your tickets.
Cash back scheme - Unique Reference Number 11054437
High School for Girls

If you have any queries about the scheme, please
contact Miss Leathart in the PE Department.
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‘A Right Royal Rumpus’

Music Review – The xx
The xx have spent close to 3 years
evolving both their personalities and
their music with the aim of developing
their palette and producing music to
satisfy current fans, as well as enticing
fresh, new listeners. Following the
huge success of their album ‘XX’,
which included being Mercury winner
with its 2009 debut, the pressure was
on to produce something equally special, if not more impressive.

First there were the pictures of Prince
Harry, naughty and nude and cavorting
with girls at a so-called ‘private’ party.
Next, a French magazine printed topless
photos of Kate which were snapped
secretly while she was staying at a
private villa in France.
Interestingly, newspapers have devoted
a lot more space in their columns to
Harry than they have to Kate and the
language used implies a nightmarish
scandal for Catherine (‘Kate's nude
nightmare’) but suggests a jocular
escapade for Harry (‘Prince Harry’s
naked hotel romp’). Why is this?
In both cases the Royals were
photographed in a private location and
photographs were sold for gain, yet the
difference in coverage was significant.
Where Catherine was concerned, there
was a sense of outrage and indignation
but for Harry, an air of hilarity prevailed.
Perhaps the public should be reassured
by attitude of the British media
concerning the invasive pictures of the
Duchess of Cambridge, as it could
suggest a certain loyalty towards our
future queen.
Possibly the cheerful,
‘laddish’ approach to the antics of a
cheeky, partying Prince Harry is equally
devoted in its way. But is it right that
the papers encourage us to giggle and
gossip about Harry’s naughty Stateside
frolicking and yet provoke a contrasting
attitude towards the Duchess of
Cambridge, who is generally regarded as
demure and respectable?
Could it be that the press knows better
than we do that we secretly enjoy the
fact that Prince Harry provides a source
of entertainment and that when it comes
to Catherine they understand that we
expect something entirely different?
by Anne Whittemore, Year 11

After the first listen, the progression of the trio may not be
evident, yet their new album, ‘Coexist’ is certainly not a complete
copy of the past. The opening track, ‘Angels,’ briefly threatens a
romantically happy xx; however, by Track two, ‘Chained,’ listeners
are reassured that all is not jolly in the land of the xx. “Did I not
hold you too tight?/Did I not let enough light in?” Romy Madley
Croft pleads.
Building on the chilling atmosphere of ‘Shelter’ and ‘Fantasy’ from
the band’s previous album, Jamie xx has again created a backdrop
that is so deceptively simple and tribally minimalistic that it could
be overlooked without notice. Somehow, however, amidst the
combination of stunning lyrics, pulsating bass-lines, and talented
voices, a work of art has been created and I would award it….
By Hannah Cribben, Year 11

Watt’s going on?
At the age of 15, Abigail Gibbs discovered Wattpad, an online ebook community for unpublished authors. For the next 3 years she
continuously posted chapter after chapter of her debut novel The
Dark Heroine: Dinner With A Vampire under the pseudonym of
Canse12.
After receiving over 17 millions reads on the website, Gibbs was
discovered by an agent, who proceeded to secure her a millionpound deal with Harper Collins. As the author was only a teenager
when she first started posting her novel online, this phenomenon
could potentially inspire teenagers all over the UK to become more
enthusiastic about their passion for writing as it could obviously
lead to more.
Conversely there may also be negative issues arising from the
popularity of websites such as Wattpad. It is now easy for thieves
to snatch other authors’ ideas and claim them for their own. The
original writer may never even know that his or her work has been
stolen until it is too late, due to the volume of stories which keep
appearing on the ever-growing giant that is the internet.
This raises the question, are online e-book communities the
answer to undiscovered writers’ prayers? Or are they a place to
‘borrow’ other authors’ storylines to use as their own?
By Molly Powell, Year 11
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High School Christian Union

Theatre Review

On Thursday, 1st November 2012, students from the
High School for Girls went to the Everyman Theatre,
Cheltenham to see Kneehigh Theatre Company’s
stage adaptation of the cult British sitcom, Steptoe
and Son. The setting had been changed from
London to somewhere in the West Country and
interestingly, some of the more dated humour had
been removed; this gave the dialogue a
contemporary and comfortable feel despite the
costumes, stage sets and props staying firmly in the
1960s.
The students were quite bemused by the
performers’ use of comedy (physical and verbal),
dancing and mime. The audience sympathised with
the enormous figure of Harold, the son, as he
struggled to deal with his cheeky, taciturn and
ridiculous father, Albert. I think it’s fair to say that at
the end, when they fell in love with the same
woman, the genre tipped from comedy towards
tragedy more than some would have liked, and
some of the humour was lost. A third performer
played many different women in their lives: a
mother, a wife, a new fiancé, a lost love, a fantasy
bunny girl and a girlfriend whose date with Harold
was cruelly but comically sabotaged by Albert. This
was indeed a “comic and moving re-imagining of the
classic series, adapted and directed by Kneehigh’s
joint Artistic Director Emma Rice”. It was a good
opportunity to see actors working on comedy and
physical story-telling; employing different levels of
space on the stage; using props imaginatively and
combining song and dance elements with acting.
Miss Le Prevost

The High School Christian Union has had an
opportunity this term to develop community links with
St Catherine's church in Denmark Road. As part of
their experience, this Christmas the Christian Union
organised a prayer station where children and adults
can pray for a specific part of the world. During the
event, over 300 people have come to see the various
interactive displays. On 12.12.12, members of the
Christian Union went to visit the church and see their
display in situ and take part in the other displays. A
good but cold time was had by all.
Mrs Dunnett

Students visit Trevone House
9LD have really demonstrated the Christmas spirit this
year by preparing a Christmas entertainment for the
residents at Trevone House, a care home in Denmark
Road. The programme featured several Christmas
favourites such as Silent Night and Once in Royal
David’s City (soloist Blossom Calderone) and a capella
version of Away in a Manger by Rebecca Kingston,
Emily Davis and Jessica Pearce.
There were also a number of instrumental items
featuring Vivien Jowett, Abigail Towle and Rachel
Jackson. A truly memorable time for all, and a lovely
opportunity for some of our Year 9s to really help out
in the community.
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What’s on in Term 3 - 2013
Monday, 7th January
Tuesday, 8th January
Wednesday, 9th January

Thursday, 10th January
Monday, 14th January
Wednesday, 16th January
Thursday, 17th January
Monday, 21st January
Wednesday, 23rd January
Saturday, 26th January
Wednesday, 30th January

Friday, 1 February
st

Tuesday, 5th February
Thursday, 7th February

Friday, 8th February
Saturday, 9th February

Term 3 begins
This is Week 2
Study leave for Year 13
re-sits begin at 3.30 pm
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Governors’ Business
Management Committee
meeting – 6.00 pm
Consultation Evening for
Year 11 Parents/Carers and
Students – 5.00 – 7.00 pm
Year 12 Geography/Biology
Field trip leaves (returns
17th)
Governors’ HR and Pastoral
Committee meeting –
6.00pm
Junior Chamber Concert –
7.00 pm
PTA Committee Meeting –
7.30 pm
Sixth Form Information
Evening – 6.30 pm
D of E Bronze training day
Sixth Form Taster Day for
Year 11 Students
Governors’ Teaching and
Learning Committee meeting
– 6.00 pm
PTA Disco for Years 7 & 8 –
7.00 – 9.00 pm
Governors’ Board Meeting –
6.00 pm
Year 11 and 13 photographs
– pm
Consultation Evening for
Year 7 Parents/Carers –
5.00 – 7.00 pm
Term 3 ends at 3.30 pm
School Ski Trip leaves
(returns 16th)

Monday, 11th February – Friday, 15th February –
Spring Break

Term Dates for Students – 2012/13
Term 1: Wednesday, 5th September – Thursday, 18th
October 2012
Term 2: Monday, 29th October – Thursday, 20th
December 2012
Term 3: Monday, 7th January – Friday, 8th February
2013
Term 4: Monday, 18th February – Friday, 22nd March
2013
Term 5: Monday, 8th April – Friday, 24th May 2013
Term 6: Monday, 3rd June – Friday, 19th July 2013

Collection of Students for
Appointments & Data Sheets
The school operates safeguarding procedures and
takes responsibility for its duty of care for students
seriously.
Therefore, we would be extremely
grateful if parents/carers would abide by the
procedures set out for all students in the main
school.
Any student, who needs to leave the school
site during the day, must be collected from
Student Services at the school by a parent or
named individual for that student. Please be
aware that we cannot make any exceptions to this
procedure for any student in Years 7-11.
Parents/carers are also requested not to park on
school grounds when collecting daughters/sons for
appointments.
Please make sure we hold up-to-date details for your
daughter/son. A data sheet has been sent home
with your daughter/son over the last term – please
check the details carefully and return the sheet
signed, with or without amendments, to the main
office, via her/his tutor. Please remember that only
contacts detailed on your daughter’s/son’s data
sheet can collect them from school. You can also
email office@hsfg.org at any time with new
telephone numbers, home or email addresses.

HSFG Student Absence Line:

01452 389983

(24 hour dedicated absence answerphone)
or email:

absence@hsfg.org
Payments to School
When sending in cheques for activities, please write
the student's name and form on the back of the
cheque and place in an envelope labelled with the
student’s name and the name of the trip. Cheques
should be made payable to ‘High School for Girls’.

Second-hand Uniform
Please bring any second-hand uniform into
school for our second-hand uniform sales.
The sale of second-hand uniform raises
funds for the school and also helps parents/
carers. We are particularly short of small
sizes. Please ask your daughter to bring in
any donations to the main office. The next
sale is on Thursday, 14th March 2013.

New website coming soon ...

www.hsfg.org
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Daisy with her dancing partner Owen Wasley

‘Strictly Talented’
‘Strictly Come Dancing’
has
hit
television
screens once again,
enthralling the nation
with the glamorous
world
of
ballroom
dancing; it will not
only inspire a new
group of celebrities to
trade their trainers for
their dancing shoes,
but it will also give rise
to a new generation of
champions.
‘Strictly Come Dancing’
has topped the ratings
on Saturday nights for the past 9 years, and in doing
so, has revealed a world of talent among eager
celebrities. Their polished performances have helped
to popularise a style of dance among young people.
Local dancer Daisy Halford is one such budding
champion. A Year 7 student at the High School for
Girls, Daisy, aged 11, has been dancing for 7 years.
She is now confident in various styles of dance
including: ballroom, Latin, freestyle disco, rock and
roll and street and has competed in numerous local,

Book Review
by Laura Webb
‘Secrets of the Henna
Girl’ by Sufiya Ahmed
‘Secrets of the Henna Girl’ is one of
the best books I have ever read. It
made me grateful to be alive and to
have free will. It made me thankful
for everything I have and all the
choices I am free to make and take
for granted.
The novel is set in modern day
Britain and is about teenager, Zeba
Khan, who thinks she is like every
other 16 year old - waiting for GCSE
results, thinking of possible career
choices and having great times with
her best friend, Susan. Zeba’s world
is suddenly turned upside down when
her father announces that their
family will be spending the holiday in
Pakistan – her parents’ homeland.
Zeba’s parents also have plans for
her future. Shockingly, while they are
in Pakistan, it is decided that Zeba
will become engaged to her cousin

South West and National competitions. Recently, she
achieved an astonishing 6th Place at the Blackpool
National ‘Rock and Roll’ Finals and has won numerous
South West competitions.
‘My favourite dances are the jive and cha-cha,’ she
exclaims, ‘as they’re fun and energetic.’ Daisy’s
obvious passion and enthusiasm for dance are
contagious.
The recent buzz and excitement for ballroom and
Latin dancing highlights the impact of the media,
which has helped to transform an archaic style of
dance into a totally modern pursuit which all ages are
relishing.
By Sasha Liddle

Asif. She cannot
understand
why
her parents have
agreed to this
marriage
and
wonders why they
have
suddenly
turned against her
and seem willing
to let her suffer
for the rest of her life. These
unanswerable questions are all that
Zeba can think about until her father
announces that he and her mother
will be returning to England, leaving
Zeba
with
her
Grandmother,
Nannyma. Zeba is left with a choice
of either running away with the
prospect of never seeing her parents
or her beloved Nannyma again, or
accepting the marriage to Asif and
condemning herself to years of
unhappiness with no free will. Her
confusion is then exacerbated by a
painful and unexpected tragic twist,
but you will have to read it yourself
to find out more…..
It is a truly inspirational book!

Winter Family Films at
Gloucester Guildhall
Keep warm and entertained
indoors this winter by taking the
little ones to see one of
Gloucester Guildhall’s Winter
Family Films, with Madagascar 3
and Rise of the Guardians all lined
up.
Aiming to work around the busy
lives of local parents there will be
screenings taking place on
Saturday afternoons until
Saturday, 19th January 2013.
Madagascar 3 screening from
10.45 am and 3 pm on Friday,
21st December and 10.45 am on
Saturday, 22nd December; Rise of
the Guardians screening from
10.45 am on Friday, 18th January
and 3.00 pm on Saturday, 19th
January 2013.
Tickets cost £5.50, £4.50 for
concessions and £3 for under 16s.
Telephone: (01452) 503050.
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Win £2,500 and tune up your maths skills!
The High School is entered into the Winton
'Winatschool’ competition. All that you have to do is
go to:
http://www.winatschool.org.uk/quiz/quiz.swf
Enter our school details (LEA Number 916, School
4002), your details and answer 12 quiz questions on
GCSE topics.
The more entries that the school has then the more
chance we have of reaching the next round!
Good Luck!
Mr Bush

KS3/4 Maths Support sessions
Are you worried about upcoming
GCSE exams or need a bit more
practise on a topic that you've
covered in class? Then a group of
students in Years 12 and 13 could
be providing just what
you're looking for. They are supervising Maths
clinics in M4 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
lunchtimes. Laptops will be available so that they
can help you to use a variety of online resources to
help you to practise your skills. Come along and try
it out - it may just get you that vital extra mark or
two in your next test!
Mr Bush

Some of the work being exhibited
Eleanor Migliaccio’s work

Enchanted Christmas
Westonbirt Arboretum will
once again be welcoming
Gloucestershire families to
celebrate
an
Enchanted
Christmas at its signature
winter event, taking place every Friday to Sunday
evening until Sunday, 23rd December 2012.
All ages can take part in the majestic beauty of the
towering trees lit by thousands of eco-friendly festive
lights that line the famous one-mile illuminated trail
through the National Arboretum. There is a new
route created for 2012 which takes in different
specimens, paths and vistas in the tree collection,
not to mention a floating candle tree and the chance
to create a sound and light symphony.

Times: From 5pm to 8.30pm, last entry to the trail at
7.15pm. Admission: Tickets: £9 for adults, £8 for
concessions and £5 children. Telephone: (01666)
880220 for further information.

Charlotte Dewsall (left) and Emma Fletcher - toy mice,
Year 8 – part of the exhibition at the museum.
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Students who are ill at
school
A number of students have
contacted parents/carers directly
if they are unwell during the
school day. If a student feels ill,
she/he must go to Student
Services initially, who will assess
the situation and make a phone
call to you, if necessary. We have
had several parents arriving at
Student Services to collect their
daughter/son without the above
procedure being followed.
May I also remind you that if a
student is unwell during the day
and needs to go home then an
adult, listed on the contact list,
must collect the student. We are
not allowed to send students
home unaccompanied.
Mrs Dallow

Re-invent the Wheel
Schools Competition

PE Kit and Lost Property
We are becoming increasingly concerned at
the amount of lost property that we collect
every week. We are surprised at the
amount of kit that is also unnamed. Lost PE
kit is kept in the lost property bin in the
Gym changing rooms. We endeavour to
get all named kit back to students.
Unfortunately un-named kit often sits
languishing in this bin as we are unable to
do anything with it. Please ensure that
your daughter’s kit is clearly named to
ensure that should it become lost, it can be returned to her. I would
also like to stress that students’ kit should be washed after every PE
lesson. Students must ensure that their PE kit is locked securely in their
lockers and should not be left in the changing rooms or in the lockers
outside the library.
Miss Leathart

Year 11 Mock Interviews
On 14th December, we
held
our
very
successful
Mock
Interview
Session
with Year 11 students.
This
followed
a
scheme of work in
careers lessons, where
students learned how
to
complete
an
Application Form, write
a
covering
letter,
create a CV and
increase their aware
ness of interview skills. This was all put into practice when 18 local
employers gave up their time to offer interviews and feedback to our
students. Each student had a 30 minute interview in the library, and
took with them their CV and an application form for feedback.
Thank you to all who helped out on this occasion offering this
opportunity to our students, and those Sixth Form students who helped
'behind the scenes'.
Mrs Sissons, Careers Co-ordinator

I decorated a recycled tyre for entry
into the above competition. We used my original design but then we
adjusted some of the ideas to make it look even better on the actual
model! We used many different types of materials such as blue tinsel
ribbon and different coloured felt, we also did a lot of sticking and sewing
of magazine letters and pom-poms which made it extremely fun. It was
exciting to be using some early textiles techniques. I enjoyed doing this
very much and hope to do something similar in the future!
I hope to win this competition as I have put all my effort into it! The other More of the entries
entries from other Gloucestershire schools are at Shire Hall, Westgate in the competition
Street, Gloucester until January 3rd, weekdays, excluding the bank
holidays (ask at the Reception desk for entry into the exhibition). Visitors are being asked to vote for their
favourite tyres so please encourage staff, parents and pupils to come along and vote! The most popular primary,
secondary and special school tyre will win their school a refurbished bike from Gloucestershire Bike Project.
Senka Ilic, Year 7 and Miss Bennett
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Children in Need – Sixth Form Cake Sale

Well done to the
Sixth Form for
raising just under
£80 for Children in
Need from their
cake sale.
Inspiring Maths in Reading!
The High School beat local grammar
school Pates, in a game of strategy, on a
recent Maths trip to Reading. On a more
serious note, Year 12 and 13 A Level
Maths students attended the Maths
Inspiration Show aimed at teaching
students interesting applications of
Mathematics. We were thoroughly amazed
at the Maths behind technology, rollercoasters and psychology. We were shown
how barcodes use special number
patterns, how the London Eye was
engineered and saw a spreadsheet
modelling pixels which was then used to
create an image like in TVs. Fellow Sixth
Formers and myself really enjoyed the visit
and I’m sure it has inspired many of us to
engage in a career using Mathematics in
the near future.
Calum Newman, 12VV

Bennetts Bus News ….
Following recent route changes to the Bennetts DR1/DR3 bus
services in September, many parents have experienced
problems and raised safety concerns regarding unsuitable/
dangerous pick up/drop off points. Therefore, a group of
parents have set up a working group to explore alternative
options. After having now met with another local bus company,
they have confirmed that they are able to offer a new service
starting in September 2013. This company will provide a more
flexible route which will also be priced more competitively. If
your daughter/son currently gets on the bus at Teddington,
Oxenton, Gotherington, Bishops Cleeve, Woodmancote or
Southam and would like to register for more details please
email: strs-hsfgschoolbus@hotmail. co.uk by 24th December
2012, stating your name, child's name and your contact details.
Unfortunately, this new route is not for Racecourse or Swindon
Village. We will be holding a meeting on Thursday, 17th
January 2013, starting at 7pm at Woodmancote Village Hall,
Bushcombe Lane, Woodmancote, GL52 9HX. This is for all
parents/carers interested in this new service and we will provide
all the relevant details, such as cost, timings, pick up points etc.
Please contact Jocelyn Major (07768 950440).

Six senior teams entered this school-based competition, which was
played over two lunch breaks. The tournament was organised
using a handicapped system where initial goals were awarded at the start of each game, depending on the age
and experience of the team members. After some closely fought matches, the final results were incredibly close
with the Year 10 team and the Year 13 (Shooting Stars) team finishing on equal points! Following a count back
on the actual number of goals scored by each team, the Superleague title 2012 was awarded to the Shooting
Stars Team. Well done to all the players who competed in the tournament.
Mrs Kirk

Senior Superleague Netball
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Family Crib Service
at Gloucester
Cathedral
Sunday, 23rd and Monday,
24th December 2012
A must for local families with
little ones, there are two 45minute child-friendly services
lined up, with the added bonus of seeing the Cathedral
Christmas trees lit up with twinkling lights too. Visitors are
welcome to drop in to both of the crib service. Tickets are not
required.
The Cathedral will also be hosting its traditional carol services
on both days from 6:00 pm.

The Roses invites you to its 2012 traditional family
pantomime Aladdin...
This fantastic pantomime transports you from the streets of
Tewkesbury to a faraway land where street urchin Aladdin is tricked
into an enchanted cave in search of a magic lamp. Out pops an all
powerful genie, and in a puff of smoke, Aladdin’s life is changed
forever. But not if the wicked Abanazar has his way…
Expect comic mayhem as Aladdin, Wishee Washee and their furry
black and white side kick, Tyson, cause panda-monium as they battle
to keep hold of the lamp and win the beautiful Princess Jasmine.
Complete with sparkling sets to transfix your
imagination, lavish costumes fit for a princess,
a cascade of pyrotechnics that sparkle and
flash, and a Christmas cracker full of jokes that
you’ll tell well into the New Year, this traditional
pantomime is a magical carpet ride of an
adventure and the best panto you could ever
wish for!
If you wish to book a family ticket or make a group booking, please
contact the Box Office on 01684 295074.

Banish that Belly this
Boxing Day!
The BOXING DAY CHALLENGE is ...
... a fun way to get out of the house this
Christmas, get some exercise, and help
raise money for Winston’s Wish, the
leading childhood bereavement charity in
the UK.
The Aim: To bring together as many
people as possible to share in a fun and
positive activity, and in so doing, raise
money for a fantastic cause.
You have the option of completing either a
2 or 4 mile course. Both take in the
fabulous surroundings of Cheltenham
Racecourse and offer inspiring views of
Cleeve Hill.
You can race, run, jog or walk, making the
Challenge accessible to all ages and
physical abilities.
The challenge starts at 10:30 am on
Boxing Day with registration from
9:00 am. Please allow plenty of time to
collect your numbers and make your way
to the start.
Registration, refreshments, and post event
mince pies will be located in the Best Mate
Enclosure of Cheltenham Racecourse.
Access is via the Park & Ride car park
where there is ample space to park your
car.
Every finisher will be treated to a festive
mince pie...and how much sweeter that
will taste knowing that you have truly
earned it!!
Registration costs £5 with all
proceeds going to Winston’s Wish.

www.winstonswish.org.uk

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone
at the High School for Girls
High School for Girls
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